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PREFACE. 


Some friends whom I consulted were of opinion tiiat, many of 
the following Papers required 'jrtain explanations, relative to 
family and theatrical occurrences, which must be given by myself: 
it was determined, therefore, that they should undergo my sole* 
r^rangement, and be brought before the publick:"i» my own 
way i — 


^pw, nothing can be more out oPmy way than sorting a heap 
of old writings, and reducing such a, chaos to order. 

In the present instance, too, Some difficulties arise which no- 

f' * * ‘ 

body can conquer ; for all the elements I have to adjust do not 
furnish means of producing that complete orgAnizatidii which 
may b^ desired: — the mass, (as is almost ^ways the casaVith 
posthumous letters,) is not only ehtangled,* b,ut defective ; — so 
that, were I even a professed and practised clearer of inUicacy. 
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instead of an habitual offender against precision, it is now imp£|js> 
sible, through 'downright dearth of the “ scniina to ex- 

hibit a tlioroughly connected work. Uniformity may b€ ^traded 
from a jumble of sufficient materiKls.; but there caji iJe no pferfect 
harmony in a system that retjuires component 'parts v^hich urc 
unattainable. 

. I have attempted too many compositions, such as plays and 

poems, in which some.method is necessary : a method, however, 

• . 

which almost comes a volunteelk to him who cultiva^ OS Fancy’s 
ground-work ; — the talcs a poet has to tell, for the most part, 
’strike out for ‘ themselves, in their mere progress, a kind of 
orderly* comkcinatioii, — as young trees s[)ontaneously disposir 
their shootsf 'with little or rio trouble to' the planter j — but the 
plodding ■ business I liaye hci e undertaken is such As the little 
exuberance of imaginatkon which I may possess would impede, 
and which the paucity of lay^dociiments will not sufficiently ad- 
vance ; with an embargo, therefore, upon invention, on one side*. 

and a famine visiting matter of tact, on the other, — I am in 
• » 

a dilemma ! v . 

^Notwithstanding Jhese obstacles, I have still endeavoured to 
class the papprs, as :pgiuch as it • has, in my humble judgment, 
appealed practicable, by><t plan which I hope will .facilitate pe- 
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rusal j arid vrhich, for tke furtlkef convenience of readers, I now 
beg leave to point out. 

The letters to my grandfather, Francis Colman, having all 
^except one) U^n addit:sscd*to him during his residence abroad, 
as’ Minister from th’e King of Great Britain, at the Court of Tus- 
cany, octupy the first pages of this collection, according to their 
precedence in the order of time. 

Of the letters to. my father, George Colman, those from Wil- 
liam Pultefley, Karf of Batli, are printed in sequence, without the 
interruptiiin of any other person’s correspondence ; — and so are^ 
thos*e relative to my father’s translations of Terence’s Plays, and 
Horace’s Art of* Poetry j — the theatrical letters are similarly ’kept 
together j*— and those tloin Garricl^ in which theijtrical, dOmes- 
tick, and other topicks are blended, close the whole scries. Ac- 
cording to this arrangement, the other letters, which I call (for want 
of a better terjn) miscellaneous, fali easily into the places wliich 
1 have assigned them. — Thi?, I have conceived to be the* least 
perplexing n\pde, even if all the manuscripts had beeiw carefully 
dated, which, however, is not the case, — ipany tjicm wanting 
the ’date of the year, some of the mouth, and ^ome bearing no 
dato at' all : but I have tried to observe a regular progression. 



throughout each of these separate divisions, or subdivisions, ^as 

• • m ^ f 

far as a?i// date, or any fact mentioned, by which I p;fight ascer- 
tain or aonjcclure a date, would enable me. 

Some of the letters from celebrated hicn, ii^ Ithis collection, 
possess little further interest than that of having been written by 
them; — but the epistolary small-talk of distinguished ‘persons, 
or a specimen of their familiar style, or a note from them of the 
most trivial description, are interesting to perhaps nine readers 
out of ten : and, if this be admitted, it is trusted that no very 
grave censure will fall upon the editor w.hd prints even their 
tiltle-tatlle, — provided it be not that dross from the ore of a su- 
perior mihd ‘which (as in too many instances, such as in the 
works of Swift,) the author never intcnUed to expose, and never 
should have been exposed, to publick inspection. 

r * 

In respect to the theatrical letters, — the history of our stage, 
and the biography of it’s letainers, have been detailed, by 
various hands, down to the prese’it day : but, notwith.itanding 
this hardest of dramatick information already gathered in, 
there" are ‘still innume’‘able gleaners in the field ; — by such re- 
searchers, something may be picked up, here-; something which, 
if not hitherto entirely unknown, may be supplemental to, and 



corroborative of, what has beeft previously told : — at all events, 
these papei^*were never in print before. * 

Fidelity to tjic manuscripts Has been observed ; and many of 
the earlief episfles,, being printed ad liia'nm, will be found to 
teem with barbarisms in grammar, style, orthography, and punc- 
tuation ; — imperfections common among eminent men of former 
days* but which, now, might make “ even Butchers weep !” 

It docs not occur to me that any further statement is necessary, 

I 

as preliminary to the letters ; for, wherever any thing, in the 
course ol’ tliem, has appeared to need elucidation, tlie annotations 

I 

\jfill throw as much light .upon them as may be expedient, or as 
mud) as ^ happen to h^^ve obtained: — to extend the preface, 
would, therefore, be a trespass upon the reader’s patience. 

George Colman, the Younger. 


* (Vhilo lliis book was in the press, I siccidcnla]!)' discovered that oAtf letter (tlie 
first from Gentra^ Lee) had been picviously published. \ Imow not by what means 
i> appeared ; •— the original manuscript is, certainly, in my posseision. 
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ERRATA. 


11. line for iimCf read am. 

‘J8. last line, fof nous rimfrnfcron.s, read nous nous ronfmtrro7i%. 

.•lO, in the note, liiu* ‘J. from Im^u. for satipnntL reiui sutiricaL ** 

31. The LctVmC, here, should have been headed * I'rom William PuUnitij/ 

.'57. line 1. for npio, read ifou* 

91. in a note, li'.c 3. from boll, for to dwMimee of orders, reiul of dmbedwnce to onfn^, 

101. line'll, for fo,'>rfive, read fmror fire, 

1 IfJ. line 2. for straiif^er, read strange. 

1 1 9. last line, for feast, read feats.. 

144, line lO. for Covcnlrjf Gai^en, read Coi'ent Garden, 

1.12. Hqc 6. for to any thing in mj/jfovun-, read to do any thing in my jiau'cr 
1 87. line (i. dele and. 

I ii8. first line of the note, for f/irr, read tht\ 

201. Unci, for C alley, read Cat ley. ^ 

21(i. line G. of tile note, for tha the, read that he. 

241. ill a note on Clatron, dele the conuna after o^; and (in the same note,j for connour. r^, read eon- 
now.«ri/r.v. ’• 

213. line at the word Lucy an asterisk should Imvc been placed, as a reference to a note. 

2.5.7. line 7. for .verwrd, read might haw served ; and, hi the last note of the same page, far a lit he 
more, read a lUUe'le^. 

328. last line byt oir*, for the C'oitinvator, read the last (untinualo . 

34£. at the end of Aie first Document, plai'e a double comma, instead of a single one, u> mark the 
quotation. ^ 

' Mem. In page .^08, v^ilierc 1G(X)/. are mentioned, it should have liccn fully e.\plained, inanuu. 
tliat this sum was not demanded, by h'oote, as tlie purchase money for hhi theatre, but as a life 
annuity to him, for his patent, lie, died .soon after the first half-year of the annuity had become 

due. 



LETTERS 


TO 

FRANCIS COL MAN. 


Frm WilUam Pulteney. • 


i)ear Sir 

Mrs. Pulteney was afraid that her letter to Mrs. Gumlcy was 
lost, not hearing from you sooner, but I told her that I supposed 
you must be.in a great hurry so near the time of your departure, 
and that you could not be so regular a corresponddht, ass in a 
little time you Vould be obliged to be, with the Secretaiys of 
State. 

I am glad to hear you will make Chevening your way to 
Dover, but you jnay depend upon it that we will force you to 



2 ', 


stay one night at least. Mr. Williams shall be extremely wef- 
comC) and 1 shall be proud of beginning an acquaintance with 
him. Your coach will be filled with your own family, *il' ydii 
could persuade John Gay to come on horseback wi.^h yoji I Shall 
be glad of* it, because the affair is over which was , to have 
brought me to Town, so that he cannot return with me. . 


I will not tell you how well I wish you, till I take my leave 
of yoti, but you may depend upon it that no one is more de- 
sirous of serving you, or with greater sincerity than I am. 

Your affectionate friend 
& humble servant 

W. PrLTENEY. ‘ 


Cliovcning 

Saturday S otljjck in the^aftemo m. 


*' William Pultenev (afterwards created Earl of Batli, and of whom mure will 
be subsequently said in the course of these letters,) married a sister to the wife <»t 
Francis Colman. Mrs. Gumley, mcntio*icd the above, was mother* ol‘ these 
ladies. 



,F;w« George Dodingion,'^ 


Monday the 18tlj July 0. S. 1721- 

Bear Sir 

Tnf'Bcarer of this is a young Lady of niy Acquaintance, who 
I beg Leave to recommend to be employ’d under you, in the 
King’s Service, whenever you stand in Need of any Body ; I do 
really believe that she will very well acquitt herself of any thing 
you lay upon her, & promise myself that you will find her as 
.able as willing to serve under you f I believe indeed 1 had not 

given you this Trouble if I had had any thingdn my own Bower 

• • 

to offer worth her Acceptance, but being laid asijlc, myself, & 

considering your Circumstances, 1 thought it would be an Injus- 

• * ^ * 

tice to deprive you of the Bleasurc of doing for a Person every 

waj^ so worthy j or seem to show a Distrust of your Bcadiness, 

to do all that you can for her Satisfaction, the very first Oppor- 

• * • 

tunity.that happens, which, 1 do not in the lest*doubt, will 
be very soon. 


* Cteonr.E Bubii DoniNriTON, afterwards Lord Melcombe. — See Note to his 


Second letter in this Collection. 
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Your Friends liave diverted therasclvts mightilyj with your 
sending Lord Tqwneshendes Letter 'back to him ; & fs.*I have 
always been one of those, who have been as free to give you 
Advice, as you have been not to follow it, I must repeat to 
you, what I have often told you; that your Witt' will'be your 
Undoing; for tho’ I must confess, that k is very natural for 
any Man in his Senses, to send back a JMinister’s IjCttc/ if he 
should be so unlucky as to be afflicted witli it ; yet the Force 
of Custom is such, that the utmost, a Man in a moderate Situ- 
ation can with Prudence, do, under such a Visitation, is not to 
read them ; & indeed the Presumption in .so young a JMan, of 
pretending to write as well, as a first Minister, may do you as . 
much Hurt att Court, as the unaffected Coolness, & Gravity, as 
to Stile, & Matter, wou’d do you amongst your younger Ac- 
quaintance : & tho’ I supposg You think your self secure, tiiat 
your Conceits will not be comprehended, I submitt it to your 
Consideration, if such an Accident should happen, what rrtusl 
be the Consequence of it. 

« 

To talk 'seriously ; I am very sorry to tell you that I think 
Affairs here, in a very ill Situation ; I do not see much Likely- 
hood of the Stock * coming to any thing considerable ; you are. 


• >Soutti-Sca stock. 
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no’ doubt* acquainted wkh what lias been done in Parliament, 

relating to*, it; Contracts ‘-are/ for a little while, suspended; Sc 

• • 

up^n \^hat you owe the Company, you mustc pay 10 pr^ (X so 
that I thinly the Quid valeant J-Iumcri will be much more ne- 
cessary to be li^licd t6 yoiir I’ockett, than to any thing else, 
wFiich I 'know is Inexhaustible : You wrote to Mrs. Cohnan 
about bitying several thirigs ; she was so kind as to send to talk 
witlj me about getting them * ; 1 thought, upon the first Hear- 
ing, that they wou’d amount to near .€400 ; & I must confess, I 

• • 

did advise her nob undertake it, tho’ I do not very well know 
your AlFaifs ; Sc the rather, because, when you meet, Sc have 
jicttlcd together exactly what your Fottune is, & how to be come 
all, .if, tlicii, you judge that it is an Expcncc ccaivcnient, or 
j)rudcnt lor you to if you will send me y^ur Commis- 

sions I wHl take Care to have them well executed. 


*AS to Politicks^ it is my Opinion that this Administration 
cannot stand ; I think there must be a Change of Persons, 

* It is a point of no consequence, — but I cannot account for my {grandmother’s 
apparent ubit/u/fj/f as to rcsidcmce. 4u*oni the jircccding le4cr, it is to be su[)pose(l 
she accompanied her Im.sband, on his first jouri^'y from Jlngland ; from the 
present, it ap})ears that he left her behind him ; and from that which inimctl lately 
follows, (written only two inonlhs afterwards) she seems to ha\y gone with lym to 
Italy,* — 1 understand that, she went abroad with liim, in the first instance, then 
came back, leaving hiin at Florence, aiid returned W'Wi him aAer a visit he Iiad 
made to London. 



or of Parties ; I wish I may be* a, false Prophet : Thcre’has been, 
and is, in Town, a very strong llepport of the Tories co/hing in ; 

a little Time will, now, show what is in it : In Case this Accident 

¥ 

should happen, I desire you would Ictt me know, whither stav- 
ing where you are, would not be better for yoi\, than any thing 
you can propose att home ; because may be,- 1 may find Friends 
enough amongst them, to gett you continued, att least ^ will en- 
deavour it, but not without your Orders ; I hope nothing of this 
kind will happen, but as 1 have a sincere Desire to serve, or to 
endeavour to serve you, it is right for me .to know your Opi- 
nion, upon all Events, how distant soever. 

I am, with the most sincere Affection, & Esteem, 

Dear S'. 

Your most faithfull 

& most obedient Servant. 

„ Geo. Dodinoton. 

Ah ycur friends give their Service ; Ld. Stanhope, Ld. Lum- 
ley, & myself sett out, for Eastbury, to-morrow. 



From John Gnu. 

m * 


J\fy Dear ColniQii), 

I iiop«i*you will believe me that Nobody interests himself more 
in your welfare than I do ; I was mighty sorry I had not the op- 
portiinity of seeing you before you left England ; I wish you may 


' John Gav, the jioct and dramatist; — his works and life arc so well known, 
rtiat the folloifting (jiiotations may be thought rediindant : but tliey bear upon points 
in llui present letter, wherein he mentions the r//c;Z/cflZ humoiir in his stomaclj;” 
aiul advises his friend never to sink under a disappointment ” * • 

Gay, in tliat disastrous ytar” [1720] ‘Miud a present from yojing Graggs of 
some South-Sea stock, and once supposed liiinself to he master pf 20,0O0Z. Ilis 
friends persuaded liim to sell Ips share ; but he drcanTcd of digifity and splendour, 
and could not bear to obstruct his own fortune,* lie \vas then Importuned to sell 
mucli as would purchase* an huiitlretl a-year for life, 'wfiichy says Fenton, ini/ makv 
ifou nirc of a clean shirt am! a shmddtr of innlton mry day. lliis counsel was re- 
jected ; the profit ifiid principal were lost, and Gay •unk under tho calamity so low, 
dial his lifo became in danger/^ — Johnson's hms <y'thc Poets. 

It is^iupposed that the iliscoimteTuince of thc^Goiirt sunk deep into his 

l»eart, and gave him more discontent than the applauses or tentlernoss of his friends 
could pverpower. He soon fell into his old distemper, an habitual. colick, and lan- 
guished, though with many intervals of ease and cheerfi^ness^ till a violent Jif, at 
last, st*izcd him, and hurried him to the gravi', as Arbuthiiot reported, with more 
precipitance than he had ever known. He died on the Ith oT Detfcinber, 1 7 and 
was burled in Westminster Abbey — Ibid. 
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find every thing to your advantage, & every thing agreeable I 
own not writing to you has the appearance of Forgetfiillriess, 
but there is no acquaintance you have thinks and talks of you 
oflener. you see I endeavour to.persiiade you, into. the same 
opinion of me, that you must be convinc’d I have of yqu, because 
I have, on many occasions, singled you from the resjt of my 
Friends to confide in. I don’t mention your happiness in Love, 
J wish you happiness in every thing beside. I hope IMrs. Col- 
man met with no difficultys in your journey ; I am sure she will 
find none while she is with you. I live almost altogether with 
Lord Hurlington and pass my time very agreeably, I left Ches- 
‘ wick about three weeks ago, and have been ever since at the Bath 

4 if 

for the Cholical humour in my stomach that you have heard me 
often complain off j Here is very little Company that I know ; 
I expect a summons very suddenly to ,go with Loid Burlington 
into Yorkshire, you must think that I cannot be now and. then 
without some thoughts that give me uneasiness, who have not 
the least prospect of ever being independent ; my Friends do -a 
great deal for me, but I think I could do more for them. Mr. 

IW 

Pulteney & Mrs. P'dteney had some thoughts of the Bath, but 
I fancy their journey is put off ; I saw them at Cheswick just 
before I left it. you’l hear before my Letter can reach you 
of poor Lord Warwick’s death; it has given me many a me- 
lancholy reflection ; 1 lov’d him, and cannot help feeling con- 



' t 

ccrn whenever I thinli of him. Dear Colman be as cheerfull 
as you (faff,* never sink under a disappointment,* I give you the 
afWice ivhich J have always endca^'Ourd to follow, thougli 1 hope 
you will lufvc no occasion to phetise it ; for I heartily wish you 
•may be always tlieerfnll ; and that you may always have very good 

■ • I 

reasons to be so. 

A 

1 am 


nath,»Auf'. 2;i. 1721. 


Dear Colman, 

Vcuirs most^incerely. . 

.J. (lAY. 


My service to Mrs. Colman — direct to me at \^hite’s, if you 
will give me the pleasure of hearing from you. 
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From William Pullenei/. 


London, Sepl'^ 21st^ 1727- 

Sir, 

I HAVE the favour of yours of the Gth Instant, N S., adver- 
tising me of the Bill of two hundred pounds wliicli you had 
drawn on me for tlie Damask. It is since come to hand and I 
have given directions lor the payment of it. 

In an, assembly of Ladys at my house a few nights ago, it was 
upon mature, consideration determined, th.it lied and (ireen were 
the best and n.ost lasting Colours for furniture in liOitdon. The 
lonquille, which you said was made lor the Cardinal Fleury, 
would not keep clean two years in this smokey Town, therefore if 
you please the rattern of that may be made in Red, but the 
Yellow colour is by no means proper, in short Mrs. Pultency 
leaves the whole to^you desiring to have the Damask very rich 
and the Pattern very large. 

Now I have given you this trouble I must take a farther 
liberty, and you must not be angry \yith me if 1 ohidc you a little 
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fof your extravagance ; What nSakcs you throw away your money 
in PnesefiU*? I am much concernd lor your expense on my ac- 
cotint, *and I blame you for it on any other body’s, believe me 
Coleman, diere arc very few ])db))le worth valuing so much as to 

«make oneself a* farthing the poorer for them, for my part, 1 

* * * • . 

own that I am grown ipiite out of hunioiir with the world, and the 
more 1 grow acquainted with it, the less I like it. There is such 
a thing as Cunning, there is falshood and there arc views of scH- 
inlerest that mix themselves in almost all jLhc friendships that are 
contracted between man and man, These make friendships 
hardly worth cultivating any where 1 am sure no where worth 
‘being at any considerable charge to preserve it. J)o not mistako 
what 1 have said. 1 mean it not particularly td ai\J^ one .person, 
l)ut in general I am suK; what I have said is true. 

O 

I am sorry you have now so little hopes of returning to Eng- 
land to see your friends, Perhaps JMf. Hedges’s leaving of Turin 
Avill make it more difficult, for until Finch getts there, you 
will be' the only Minister the l^ng will have in thos*e parts. J 
shoulil think IMr. Hedges,. whom 1 take to be a nfan of real 
•worth and honour, and who has besides*a great deal of good 
nature, might be a proper person to rccomntcnd you. to the 
Ministers, to get you an advanced Character, I will wait on him 
as soon as he corfies over and try*to engage him in it. This is 

c 2 
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the only way I can propose doing you any service for the present, 
when it is more, in my power you shall not want the assistance of 
those that have call'd themselves your friends, & have hithc to 
done you so little good. If 1 have moralized too iiiiich in the 
former part of my letter, I assure you it is this consideration lia£ 
made me do so. 

Mrs. Colmaii is pretty well, but by nursing herself up =toc) 
much, she is so chilly that she can scarce stir abroad without 
catching cold. I wish your circumstances would allow your living 
together, because I believe a hot country would agree perfectly 
well with he- 

Mrs. Pultcney is much yours and I am' 

Very sinc erely 

Vour affectionate I'riend and servant 

Wm. PllLTENEY. 

I 

I showd Mrs. Pulteney my letter and she bid me add a Post- 
cript, to explain that the red and green should not be mixed, 
but half the Quantity of one Colour, and half of the other, and 
that the Green should be a full deep colour. 



From George Dodington. * 

London, die 27 ** June O S. 1728. 

I^oar 

I this will be given you at Paris, by M' AValpole, I 
think we have got your arrears, of which 1 give you Joy. You 


^\Mlen tins letter written, in June, Mr. Francis Colman was meditating; an 
excursion to liis native country ; but it is evident, from that which soon follows, that 
he did not reach Dover before the end of December in the Kaim«\Tar ; his wife, wht» 
it seems had previously come home, returned with him at tlif expiration of his visit 
to Kni;land. 

The political character of dnoiuiK Brim Doimnoton (aflerwardHi»/.o/Y/ Mdcombr) 
'li^ as well knen^n as his l)ia} i/, Cnmhtrlatttl^ ii^Iiis Memoirs oi‘hisf)wn Life, spi*aks ol 
l)odiiii;loirs writing ‘‘ small j1t>enis with great pains, and elaborate letters with much 
Terstiiess of style*, and some quaintness of expression of liis lolh'ng in liis ciisy 
eliair, in bis lethargic way,” and emilliiig ‘‘ gleams of wit, and flashes ol‘ irony 
and of his love of splendour in his houses and ('Cjiiipagcs; whieli pa-^sion was not ac- 
eoinpaiiu'd with the Iiest taste, liis anxiety, here* shewn, .ihont Italian^silks, brocadcs- 

aiul boxes of flowers, may be illustrated by llie lolJowing extracts. “ Neither wa^ 

he less characteristic in apparel than in ecuiipagc ; he hud a wardr#bo loaded with 
rich and flaring suits, each in itself a load to the wearer, liiitl of these I have no doubt 
but many were coeval with his embassy above meiition?d,” [to*IMaflrid] and every 
birth-day had added to the stock. In doing this he so eontrwed as never to put his 
old drufises out of eoiintenanee, by any variation in the ftsliiohs of the new', in tlie 
mean time, his bulk and corpulency gave? full display to a vast ex])anse and prolusion 
of brocade and embrewdery, and this, when sef off w ith an enormous lyc-periwig and 



must own but one piece of Italian silk sent to me, & that is the 
Green one, brocaded, Say I sent for one & left the* Choice to 
youj as also but one Box of Flowers, which you sent me -br 
M" Colman, who 1 have sent one to, & kept ihe otheY. 

I heartily wish you a good Journey, & ame 

Dear Colman. 

entirely Yours, 

Geo. Dodington. 


flccj) laced ruffles, gave the picture of au aiicicnl courtier in liis gala habit, or Quin 
ill his stage dress;” &c. &c. 

“ When he pijid his court at .St. James’s to the jirciciit (iiieeii upon her nuptials, 
he approached to kins her hand, decked in an cmbroidtireil suiiofsilk, with lilac waist- 
coat and brccclies, >'ie latter o'" which, "in the act of kneeling down, forgot their duty, 
and broke loose from their moorings, in a very indecorous and uncourtly manner. 

‘‘ I had taken leave of Lord Mcleombe the day precediiig the coronation, and 
found him before a looking-glass in ins new robes, jiractisiug attitudes, and debating 
within himself upon the most graceful mode of carrying his coronet in the procession. 
He was in high glee with his fresh and blooming honours, and I left him iii the aet 
of dictating a billet to Lady Hervey, apprising her that a loid was coming to 
throw himself at her fi-et” Memoirs of Ukhurd Cimbeiiuiidf 'i.rilfeii btf himself. 
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^^'rom the Earl of Chcdcrficlil. * 


s- 

^ jiECEiv’i) witli a great deal of pleasure the favour of your 
letter, and have;, as farr as 1 was able, obey’d your,cornmands in 
relation to Marepus lliccardo ; that is, I have been to wait 
upon him, iS: to offer him what services I could do him here, 
*\vhich ar(? none at all, since (as you very well know) it is impose 

sible to breiik through the inhospitality of this Country enough, to 

• • 

make any foreigner pasf^ his time tolerably liere. He has been 
ill of a feaver almost ever since his nrrivaU, and sfjelns to have so 
itidilferent an opinion both of our •Climate and our Politeness, 
that I believe he will not stay very lung. 


^ * This was Philip Dormer Stanhope, llic fourth Earl qf ’ Chcstr^field^ wliosc ntemorj' 
is much more ailinirtil lor his brilliant talents than it is res[)t’ctctl for his’etliics. 
“ ChtsterfK' 4 rs T.etters to his Son,” says Doctor Johnwti perhaps a iitlje too 
scvcrulyX, “inculcate the morals of a strumpet with the mamicrs of a dancing- 
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I am very sorry you could imagine that an absence of seven 
years or even twice that time, could remove you from tke thoughts 
of one, who always thought of your friendship and acquaintance 
with the utmost satisfaction ; and must take this oj)|)ortunIty of 
desiring in reality, what I shall soon be oblig’d to desire 
in form ; which is the honour and pleasure of yoip* Corre- 
spondence. I hope too, that our long acquaintance, will justify 
me in desiring that it may be upon a freer foot, than ba.'cly 
from llis Majesty’s Minister at Florence, to Ilis Majesty’s 
Minister at the 1 laguc. 


' 1 shall set out for Holland in about six weeks to begin 

my Apprenticeship to that Trade, which you arc already 
Master of; T am sensible of the difficultys of it; and the 

I 

little hopes have qf succeeding in it ; but as. the King 
(from having a better opinion of me than 1 deserve) has oblig’d 


master.” Johnson was no judge of manners, if he himself may l)c judged from his 
own practice of them, -v.ln this letter, the noble Earl s{>eaks with ‘■great modesty of 
“ beginning his app'tnliceship” at the Hague, to wiiich place he was appointed am- 
bassador in the year 1 72 S, — for his address in Holland preserved 1 Tanover from a 
war, in consequence of which the King made him High Steward of thp Household 
and a Knight of the Garter. 
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•me to undertake it/ I must endeavour to go through it, as 
well as I* am able. 

1 am^ with the greatest truth and regard 
your most obedient 

humble Servant 

Chestekfield. 


London Nov. JO'*’. 


From Janies Payzant. 


Dear Sir, 

I uECEivED this day, with great pleasure, both your letters of 
29 and 30"' insC. N. S. acquainting me that I shall soon have 
the honour-of seeing you here. I sliall take care to pay the bill 
q^’GOl. You have drawn upon me. 

I Rbpe this will meet You at Dover ; 1 havc*deSired m.y friend 
Mr. Minet to deliver it to You so soon as he hegrs you are .landed, 
and to do You all the service he towards forwarding Your 
Journey hithert 

JD 
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I rejoice to hear You enjoy Your health better than when You ■ 

« 

left Florence. 


I waited upon Mr. Dodington this morning, who longs very 

' I 

much to See you. He is gone out of Town but will return on 

I 

Saturday next, he desires that You will send word to his House 
in Pall Mall of Your Arrival in Town, which I shall likewise be 
very glad to know. 

I am .with the greatest truth and Esteem 

D\S' 

I 

Your most obedient 

humble servant 

Ja. Payzant. 


Whitehall % Dec. 1 T 28 . 

4 


M" Colman, 
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From George Frederic Handel. * 


Loiidrcs ce 


H) 


deJuin 1730. 


Monsieur, 

Dkpuis quo j’ay cu I’lionneur de vous ecrirc, on a trouve 
nloyc'u d’en^a^cr de nouveau la Sig'“ Morighi, et coine e’est 
line voix de C’ontr’alto, il nous convioHdroit presoiitement qiie 
la Feme (ju’on doit engager on Italie fut un Soprano. J’ecris 
aussi avee cet ordhiaire a Mr. Swinny jiour cot efiet, on luy 
rccoinaftdant on memo teins quo la Femme qu’il pourra Votis 
proposer fasse le Role d’liomo aussi bien *t|uo ccluy de 
Fciiie. II y a lieu do croirc quo Vous n’avez pas encore pris 
d’engagoment pour um^ Femme Cbntr’Alto, maia on cas que cela 
sojjL fait, il faudroit s’y ('ii teriir. 


• I f.\NDr.i/s fame as a Musical C'oniposcr precludes a«nccessityfor any do^scription 
of him, Iktc. 'I'ho engagement of IVrfonncrs, for flie Italian 0*pera, in die Hay- 
inatket, seems ifi/'rn /Ih'/ii/aft m, for llie representative of 4 lis Britanuit Majesty ; 
but, fwim 1 laivlel’s Letters, and those of Sidin/j which fi)flow, Tt is to be siipposi'd that 
the* agency ol' the iSIinister at Mon’iice, in respect tc^ these matters, was oilicial; — 
In tliis letter, the writiT expresses iiiipatience for intelligence, “ pour cn informer 
LA Cuyn.” ‘ h-ee the next note, on the letter from S’winyf 


JD ^ 
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Je prens la Liberti'^ de vous prier de nouveau qu’il ne soit pas 
fait mention dans les Contracts du premier, second, ou tioisieme 
Rolle, puisque ccla nous gene dans le choix du Drama, cl esf 
d’ailleurs sujet a dc grands inconveniens. Nous esperons aijssi 
d’avoir par Votre assistance un Jiome et unc Feiiie pour la 
Saison prochaine, qiii coraence avec Ic mois d’Octob' de 
I’anee Courante et finit avec le mois de Juillct 1731, ct nous 
attendons avec impatience d’en a})prcndre des nouvelles poi.r 
en informer la Cour. 

II nc me reste qu’a vous reitercr mes assurances dc I’obliga- 
tiun particulierc que je Vous aurai de votre llontc envero moi a 
cet egard, qui ai I’lionneur d’etre avec affection rcspectueuse 

Monsieur * 

Votre 

tres humble ct obeissant 

Serviteur 

George Fhideiuc Hande]-. 

A Monsieur Monsieur Colman, Enmje cxira- 
ord"^' de S. M, Jiri^aniqucy aujnvs de 
S. A‘ R. le Due de To^cane a Florence. 
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From Owen Swiny. * 


Bologna July IHth, 1730. 


I AW favoured w"' y" of y" 1.5"‘ instant, & shall En- 
deav'^ to observe punctually w* you write about. I find y’ 


* “ The luosl apparcfil difficulty to be got over, in this affair,” [the union o(‘ the 
two thoatricaUcompanies, in Londonl was, what could be done for jSttv*/?.//, in con- 
sideration of his being oblfgcd to give up tliosc actors whom the power and choice 
•of the Lord^C-hambcrlain had, the year bel’ore, stI him at llie head of, and by wliosc; 
management those actors had found themselves in a jirospgrous condition. But 

an accident, at this time, happily contributed to make that matCbr easy. • The in- 

* • 

cl illation ol* our people oi’ quality (or foreign operas had reached tke ears of Italy ^ 
and flie credit of their taste had drawn over from thence, without any more parti- 
cular invitation^ one of their ciyntal singers, tlic fauKTus SignioiVV/rY7//t7*o Nuolhn . 
f^om whose arrival, and the impatience of the town to hear him, it was c'oncluded 
that operas, being no\wso completely provided, could not fail of success; aiul iJiat, 
by making Swiny sole director of them, the profits must be an ainjile compensation 
for his re.signation*of the actors. This matter being thus adjusted,” &c. &c. 

Apolo^lfor the lAJc (^Collry*Cibbn\ 

The Biograyhix Dramaiica^umlvrlhc article of “ Swiny, ^wen, Ma^c ,” tells us that 
he was “ a gentleman born in Ireland, formerly a manager of •^)rurj -LiPi^e Theatre, 
and ufterwanls of the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay Market. On leaving tlult office 
he resided in Italy several years, and at his return procured a*place in the Custom- 
house^ and was keeper of the King's Mews. He died the 2d October, 1754,’ &c 

In the Introduction fb the last quoted work, it is stated, that Swiny was “ a mere 
adventun;r, without property, who liad been employed, "by Mr. Rich, as under- 
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Sencsino or Carcsiini are desired at 1200 G’ each, if they 
are to be had; Im’c sure that Cdrestini is Engaged,. at Milan, 
& has been so, for many Months past : and 1 hear y’ Senedno^ 
is Engaged for y ensuing Carnival at Rome. 


manager,” &c. ; — and furtlKM*, that, — “It was then resolved, fir^>^] That the 
Theatre in the Hay Market should hi* appropriated to Italian operas, and thni in 
Drury-Lane to plays. The one given to Xicv////, and tlio other eontiiiued with Hirh 
and Ihrff.'* — Frjra the revolutions liappeiiing in ihealns, Swinv was obliged to 
shift his ground, occasionally, according to the operations of tdlicial coniroiil; — 
being, at one time, conductor of Italian operas only: tlH‘n, of pbus ; at lengili, 
Colley Cibber thus mentions him, as “reduced to his Hobson’s clioice of tlic 
opera 

“ Swiiw being tlius transferred to the ojxtu, in the sinking coiulilioii Collier lind 
left it, found the receipts of it, in the inter following, l/lli so far short of the 
expenses, that he -vas driven to attend his fortune in some more favonrable climate, 
wher(‘ he remained twenty years an exile from his frie ids and country: though there 
has scarce bec:n an TUiiflish gentleman^ who, in liis tour to France or Italy, h 's nc: 
renewed, or created an accjiiaiiitance with him. As this is a circumstance tliat many 
people may have forgot, I iMimot remember it witlioiit that regard and concern 
from all that know him: yet it ifi some mitigation of his niisforlune, that, since his 
return to Englaiul, his grey hairs, and cheerful disposition, liave still found a general 
welcome among iiis foreign and former domestic acejuaintance.” 

Cihhcrs Apology ^ 

It appears from the present letters, that although Swiiiy left England in 1711, 
(according to Colley Ciblxr’s account,) he still kept his interests aljve in respect to 
the Opera-house in the I lay Market. 'Hiosc who wish for further particulars con- 
cerning him, arc referral to Colleij Cibbcr\ book above iiientioi eil, and to the Intro- 
duction of tho Biograp/iia Dramatical 
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Jf Scucuno is at liberty will accept y' ofler) then the 
affair is Adjusted if Sig™ llarbara Pisani accepts the offer I 
made hei’, which I really believe she will. 


• If we c^ri neither ^et^^»c«c.s 7 wo, nor Carestini, then M' Handel 
desires Uf have a man (Soprano) & a woman contrealt, & y’ 
I'lie price (for both) must not exceed one Thoicsand or Eleven hiin- 
*( ill in eas, & that tlie persons must sett out for London y‘ 
latter end of Aug' or beginning of Sdptemb’’, *and y' no 
Kngagem' must bo JSlade w"‘ one with' a certainty of getting the 
other. 

Several of the persons, reeomended to M' Handel (whose 
names he repeats in y' letters I received from him tins* Morning) 
are 1 think .exceedingly indifferentf & lui’e pertiiadcd wou’d 
never doe in England : 1 think ahou’d never be pitch’d on, 

till nohody else cai> be had. 

V 

I havd heard a Lad here, of a'” Jf) years old, w'*' a tet'y 
.good soprano voice (& of whom there arc vast hopes) who 
Tm’e ])ersuaded, would do very well in London* afKl muclr belter 
than any of those mentioned in Handel’s letter who are not 
already engaged in case you cannot get Sencsino. 

* 

I have spoken with him and with y® person under whose 

• • 

direction he is, & they both of* ’em hearken w‘'' pleasure to 



a proposal of going for London^ & they have promised mc\ to 
accept of no offer, till they have an answer from fiie, which I 
cannot give ’em till I hear from you, & .That you approv'c y" 
person w*'* I suppose you will in caso you dof not' fix on some 
other person. 

1 write this letter to you in great haste, being just on my 
•departure for Rome, being obliged to wait on I^ord Boyn & 
IVr WalpolcCj in y*" tbur w'’’ they are making : our stay there, 
will not be above Ten days, then we shall sett out for Flo- 
rence ; but we design to visit Leghorn, Pisa, Lucca &c. first. 

I expect an answer from Sig™ Barbara Pisani, by the next 
post, w'*' ■ will meet me at Rome : as soon as I receive it I 11 
let you know her resolutions, & tjien you may provide a 
Woman in her room in case she does not accept my offer, & 
on my arrival in Florence we’l settle what is to be done about 
y' young Lad I mention, in case you do not find one y’ is 
better for our purpose, in y® mean time. 

I shall say no more at present, but conclude mye Self w '■ 
respects to Mis. Colman, 

very much obliged & most 

Obed' hum'’'® Ser^ 

Owen Swiny. 
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I should *be glad to know' whether you got Senesino ; my 

• o 

addrcssc* fs chcz Mess ’ HizzI & Macirone Banq'' « Roma. 

Having not time to qnswer Mr. Handel’s Letter, this day, 1 

• • ' • 

Jiope you will be* so good as to lot him know y* I shall Endeav" 

• • 

to serve Jiim to tho utmost of" my power, & y' I shall do nothing 

m 

but w* shall be concerted by you. 

A Mons^ Mom^ Colmmi Besideni 
de S(i Mqjcstc Britnnique a 
^ Fhrnze, 


’ ,From the Safne. * 

Rome, July 29* 1730. 

S' 

I wA*s in hopes of y'' Hon*^ of a Letter from you,* to Itft me 

• • 

know whether Senesino had accepted the offer of 1200 G" If he 
^ does not, 7%cn, we must provide a Soprano Man & a -JContrcalt 
Wotnan (tho the Merighi stays) at ab* 1000 G' (both) or, There- 
ab’^—^w”' an absolute condition of their bemg In London by y* 
end of Septem'" ; 

£ 



26 

I told you I had a young Fellow in View w " a good Voice & 
other requisites) in case Senemo (or some other fit person) cow’d 
not be Engaged — I have rec' no answer, as yet, From the 
Sig'* Barbara Pisani, but hope to have one by, y' next week’s 
ordinary — as soon as I receive it, I shall not fail to give you 
the purport of it. 

We set out, from hence, this day Se’night or Sunday y' G ' 
of August 8^ wo make the best of our way for Florence, by 
Perugia, Cortona &c. 

‘ My Lord Boyn & Mr. Walpole make their best conipliments 
to you & y' Lady — I am w'” respects to her 

Y' Oblig’d Serv’ 
OWLN SwfXY. 

A Monf Motor Cdmn Resident dr 
Sa Mdje^‘ Britaniq 

Firenze. 



Fr&m Stephen Horseman. * 


London Vtli the 21. 1730. 

Hon"' ffriend 

0 

I HAVE herewith enclosed a printed [a wot'd in the MS. is here 

omjJ/ed] which I mentioned to Thee in my I^ast, and which 1 have 

sold to the King of Portugal for one hundred Pounds : If I have 

any thing else newer Curious I shall always communicate it to 

Thcc : in Thine of the 7 '* of ffeb" past Thou advised that 

’the Sprin|; Clocks was arrived Safe and was also sotkind as to sa} • 

Thou would remit me the Money, Trade has been very dull and 

• 

consequently money vefy Scarce if Thou will be so. good as to 
order it to Jue paid to me now I shall acknowletlge it as a ver\ 

o 

great favour I am with gratitude for all TViij flavours and 
with Sincere Love w 

Thy much obliged ifriend 

Stephen Houseman. 


• ‘Stepiikn Horseman was a wcll-hnown clock-maker in Ixmdon ; and tlie 
phrascol#igy of his latter leaves little or no doubt of the Peligidus sect to whfth he 
bclonjjcil : It is a curious sample of the mild spirit in which an honest Quaker is 
moved to dun, • ' * 
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From George Fredirie Handel. 


a Londres d’Octobra, 1730. 

16 

Monsieur, 

Je viens de recevoir rhoniicur dc Votre Lettrc du 22 du pa^si'e 
N. S. par la ouellc jc vois Ics Raisons qui vous out deterniini* d’en- 
gager Senesino sur le pied de quatorzc Cent gliiiiecs, a 
quoi nous acquicscons, et je vous fait iiies trcs humbles rc- 
mcrciments des x>eines quo vous avez bicu voulu prci/dre dans 
cettc affaire.- Le dit .S' Senesino cst arrive ici il y a 12 jours ct 
je n’ai pas ni&nque sur la presentation de Votre Lcttre de lui payer 
a compte de son salaire les cent ghinc'es que Vous Lui avicz 
promis. Pour ce qui est de la Sig'" Pisaiii nous ne Tavoiis par 
eiie, et comme la saison cst fort avancee, et qu’on comenccra 
bientotles Operas, nous nous passcrons cette aiiiu'e cy d’une autre 
Feihe d’ltalie ayant deja dispose les Operas pour la Coihpagnie 
quo nous avons presentemciit. 

Je Vous suis pourtant tres oblige d’avoir songe a la Sig'* 
Madalena Fieri en cas que nous cussions eu absolument besoin 
d’une autre Femme qui acte en liomme, mais nous contciiterons 



cii\q Personnages ayant actuellement trouvc de quoi supplt'er 
du r^ste. 

C’-est a Votre genereuse assistance que la Cour et la Noblesse 

ft * 

•devront en parfie la satisfaction d’avoir presentement une Com- 
pagnie, St Leur grc, en sorte qu il ne me restc qu’a Vous en mar- 

ft 

qucr mes sentiments particuliers de gratitude ct a Vous assurer 
deTattention tres rcspectueuse avee la quelle j’ay I’honneur 
d’etre 

Monsieur 

• Votre tres humble et tres obeissant 

Servibuur 

George Preoiric Handel. 


A Monsiair Monsii'ur Cdman Envoyc 
J'hinwrdinuirc desa Majcdeliritah- 
u/iic aKjnvs di: soti Altcsse lioyak k 
Grand Ike dc Toscatic 

. d Florence. 
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From Charles Hanbiiry Williams, * 


Genoa y*" 23d of November 1 730. 

I TAKE thii opportunity to thank you for & for all fa- 
vours rec** in Italy and elsewhere & whish lor nothing more 
than the opportunity of showing You what a real esteem and 
iriendship I have for you & how desirous I am of serving you 
any where : 


' Afterwards Sir Charles, being installed Knight of the Bath in the year 174f;. 
It is said of him that ** the author of Satirical Odes penn’d excellent desj)atches 
and that “ he was the soul of the celebrated coterie, of which the most conspicuous 
members were, Lord Ilervey, Winniiigton, Horace Walpole (late Earl ofOrford), 
Stephen Fox, (Earl of Ilchestcr,) and Henry I'^ox, (Lord Holland,) with whom, in 
particular, he lived in the strictest habits of intimacy and friendship.” He was envoy 
to the court of Dresden, then minister plenipotentiary to the court of Berlin, and 
afterwards ambassador, to the court of Petersburg. In the latter part of his life he 
laboured under menial derangement. Many of his poetical eifusions (which are 
chiefly political and satyrical) are extant, in the Foundling Hospital for WiL An 
account of liim is given in Mr* Coxa's Tour in Monmouthshire^ 
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• • 

The Gentleman that brings You This Is the same I wrote to you 

about bcirtj; Him that Comes to study There. All favours you do 

• • 

hitn will be the sanie as done to my self: & I hope therefore 
you’ll oblige him in all You Can. I shall take a further Opper- 
tunity from England to beg pardon for this trouble & to Enquire 

after yqur & Ladys & the Young ladys health : to both I beg 

# 

my Compliments. I am D' S" 

Y^ sincere friend & hum’’'* Serv' 

• C. H. Williams. 


From William Pullcncy. 

Dear Sir 

. 1 HAVE not writ to you this long time, nor do I design to 
trouble you with many letters by the Post. It is a very danger- 
ous conveyance, I should be unwilling to do you any harm, 
and, I ra’ust disguise ray sentiments extremely, if I enter the least 
into the consideration of Publick Affairs, without abusing those 
•Fools (T mean our Ministers) who Uavd had Ttlie* conducting 
them. Do not be frighten’d at what I have said* for this egmes 
to you by a very safe hand ; Sam Gumley was with me about an 
hour ago, and wld me he design’d to sett put lor France to- 
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morrow morning, and intended to make you a visit at Florence 
before he return’d. If I would send him a letter In half an 
hours time, he said, he would charge himself with delivering it 
safely into your own’ hands. I have no^ much to write to you, 
nor much time to write any thing in, but I send you some 
other writings will entertain you much better than I am, able to 
do it. He will give you a sett of the Craftsman, which you 
must putt like the Monks into that part of your Library which 
they call L? Inferno ; and be sure like them, to read these books 
more than any in the rest of the Library ; there are some other 
Pamphletts which as old as they are will be new and cntertain- 
'ing to you. 

i 

I hear our Fleet has orders to sail soon, and S' Charles 
Wager is to conduct D. Carlos to Italy. Maj. Gen. Clayton is 
to have the command of two English Battallions which arc to 
be put on board the Fleet, and we have hopes given us that 
five months after D. Carlos shall be well settled in Italy, Spain 
has promised to sign an Act of Approbation of the last Vienna 
Treaty. Good God what are wo come to ! that we must be 
courting folks, and begging they would give us leave to do 
them a piece of service ; would any one imagine that at ftie 
very time wo are doing this Job for th*em we should not have 
Interest enough with them to obtain a security for our rightful 
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|)pssessions ? but on the contrary the works are still carrying on 
before dliffraltar, and the Governor of it expects every hour to 
be^besieged. An English Fleet at Ijeghorn, and two English 
Battallions ‘in Italy, wiU very probably encrease your Expena’ 
Considerably, I* arn afraid those who should, will not think of 
cncrea^Ag Your Salary in proportion. 

M" Pultcney is too lazy to write herself to Colman, 
but has desired me with my own to present her service to you 
both, and returns you many thanks for a fan she has received. 
We have bespoke you a Piece of useful Plate, which shall be 
sent to y^lu by the first opportunity, 

1. have not time to*say any thing more, for to ‘tell you the 
truth, a Pamphlett came out a Ibw days ago ifupposcd to bo 
writ* by S' Rob. Walpole himself wherein, I am treated with 
great acrimony ; It is necessary I should reply, and speedily too, 
Tio that, if I can I must dij) my Pen in gall, after it has told you 
that 1 am with the greatest truth and sincerity 

Most affectionately 

Yrs.' 

W** PuLTSNEr. 

Arlington street 
June y' 12Lh O.S. 17^- 

F 



34 


London, Aug*. 25**’ 1731. 

Dear Colman 

I HAVE not troubled you with many letters, not ' caring to 
write to any one by the Tost, and especially not to tliose I may 
chance to prejudice by my Correspondence. 1 have been lately 
at Tunbridge^not on my own, or M'* Pultcneys account, but for 
the sake of my little girl, who has been much aflliclcd with an 
Ague, but is now by the Waters perfectly recovered. We 
have had a most dreadful hot Summer in England, 1 reckon 
you have been roasted at Florence notwithstanding which I 
should be glad to hear M" Colman is in good health, and more 

i 

likely to bring a boy soon into the world than the Dutchess of 
Parma, by the by, I am told that you among others are one 
appointed to peep into the Lady’s Privitys, ana watch narrowly 
that no Pretender be imposed upon the world, pcriiaps you may 
not be displeased with the Office, but as your Friend, I am Iwst 
pleased to hear that his Majesty is hkely to pay for your peep- 
ing. and that you have obtained an additional Pay of three 
pounds a-day. I heartily rejoyce at it, & I know D' Colman that 
you deserved this long ago ; but in the present Treaty making 

I « 

Age, there is but one way for a Foreign Minister to gett into 
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favour, •& become consideri\j3le, and that is by trying to make a 

Treaty as well as the best of them. This I understand you have 

dolie, & upon the Success of it give me leave to congratulate 

• 

you and Falher Ascanio. The great Horace himself I dare say 
Could not have done better than it will appear you have done, I 
wish yvll could have got an Article inserted in this Treaty, 
whereby the Venus of Medicis and half a dozen other of the 
besf Statues and Curiositys of the (xallery should be given & 
yielded to us, by way of acknowledgment for the services done 
to Don Carlos, and the great Dukes great Diamond J think 
ought to be yours to compensate your trouble as a Midwife, and 
*a Ministef. 

M" Pulteney has received a letter from the Dutchess of 
Buckingham, it is filled with praises of you & M" Colman, 
aiul gives a long ^account of all your Civility s. such a number 
of English, as have lately passed through Florence must have 
been extreamly expensive to you, but* Don Carlos’s future ik- 
vouf must make up all. 1 expect to hear of your being his 
chief favourite, for which reason I have •sent you a sjlver 
Terrene, (if that be not nonsense, but it is as good iSense 
as a silyer Ink horn) in which I beg you would give Don Carlos 
the first Ollio, he. eats in Italy. I Qannot*yet te(J[ you by what 

F 2 
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Ship it is to be sent, but you shall ^oon have notice and .the Bill 
of Loading. 

Many of your Friends desire their services, but 'I have not 

I 

room or time to tell you their names. M^Pulteney^ sends hei 
compliments to you & M^' Colman and I am Dear S' Vt"* great 
truth and affection 

Your sincere friend and . 

humble Sen ant 

W” PuLTENty. 


From William Pulteney. 

Dear Sir, 

Tho’ I writ to you a few Posts ago, yet 1 must trouble yoii 
with another letter. M'. Sandys a very particular friend of mine 
has .desired mq tc acquaint you t^iat his Brother in Law M‘. 
Archer is coming to Florence, and he hopes you will shew him ail 
the tJivilitys in*yoiflr Power. I assured him that my recommend- 
ation would be needless, h>r you was so Polite & so well bred, 
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tkat 1 was confident a Crentlenaan of M' Archer’s Rank and dis- 

tinction* «ould not be a quarter of an hour in the Town, but 

• • 

Monsieur L’Envoy would be with him. However least any 
assiduity in paying yqur Court to Don Carlos *, should by 
• accident maker you less inquisitive about your own Countrymen, 

t • 

I take ‘liberty to acquaint you that M' and M'* Archer will 
be w"' you soon, and as they are both of them acquaintances of 
mine & M™ Pulteney’s, I hope you will be particularly civil to 
them, & do them all the honours you cap. 


m 

Young JMaster, I suppose, thrives apace, and under M'* 
Tyndall*s hand to be sure every thing grows as it should 


* Don Carlos, Infania Oj Spain. “ The Purliamcnt of Great Britain iiieetiMj, 
on the 13lh of January (1731), the King in His Speech declared tliat the great tran- 
quillity of Europe was restored and establisj^ed by tlic last treaty of Vienna : that 
Don Carlos was nclually possessed of Parma and Plaamtia : that six tliousand 
Spuiiiiuiils were quietly admitted iUid quartered in tlie Duchy of Tuscany, to 
secure, 'by the express consent and agreement of tlic great Duke, the riwersion 
of his dominions : and that a family convendun was made between the Courts 
of Spain and Tuscany, for preserving mutual peace «nd fricndsliip in the two 
houses.” 


SmoUefs History of England, 
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do. * I hear that Lord Essex setts out for the Court of Turin in 

« 

about ten days, but probably he will stay some time at Pj,ri8. This 
day is to conclude a very tedious Sessions of Farl*, and >m 
Saturday the King begins his journey to JHannover where he will 

I 

not stay above two months. I hope our Court and‘ that of Prussia* 
are going to be reconciled, I am sure it is for their mutual 
interest to be on good terms w“* each other, & the delay of 
the match with the Princess of Mecklenburgh makes me conclude 
what I wish, will be true, that a match will at least be made with 
our Princess. 

I^rd Cheste^^eld is going to drink the Scarborough Waters, 
which I am sorry to think he stands so much in need of, but 


• Mrs. Tyndall, it is supposed, was a kind of goteocmante in the family. By 
“ Young Master,” is meant George Caiman the elder who, it may be conjectured, 
from this paragraph, and the date of the letter, was bom early in the year 17 ^ 2 , if 
not in tlie year preceding. His biographers statv; that he was born ahoiU the year 
1733 : — I his ^growth d\d litfie credit to the hand of Mrs. Tyndall ; for the elder Col- 
man, like old Mr. Shandy, was « very short which circmnstance may elucidate pne 
or two jwular allusion^ to hjs stature, in Lord Bath’s subsequent letters. 
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])erhaps a little quiet & regularity will sett him up again ; but at 
present is in a bad way. 


I wish ydu all happinoss, & am dear Sir 

Your most obed‘ humble serv’ 

W“ PuLTENEY. 


London, June 1" 1732 


From the Earl of Essex. 

My Dear Colmafi, 

• ■ 

As the formal letter * is now over, give me leave to write to 

a 

you ^ from an Old freind, who is sorry he is so near you, & 
can’t come quite to Florance to make you a Visit, I need not 
asure you if you come this way I shall -be extreamly glad to see 


* formal Idler must have been the official opening of , Lord Essex’s corre- 
spondence (on ius arrival at Turin) with a diplomatic brother. •There is, ccrttiinly? 
nothing ‘Mbnnar in the present which is an admirable specimen of the 

utter contempt evinced ]py many men of rank, in 'his Lorclsliip’s day, for pedantry, in 
their familiar qnstles. 
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you. I should be very much obliged to you if you would let 
your Steward buy me a good Parpisan cheese, and sofAe Morta- 
dello’s, & send them to this place, and lett me know how raaJiy 
dozen of Florance one of your Chests Holds, & if itts a good 
time of Year to send me some White & Red \ y*’ ‘White I should 
be glad to have of the sweet sort, and when I have youf answer, 
I will send you word what Quantity I would have, &'you will Ictt 
me know to whom my Banqucr shall Pay the Monn’y. & I 
should be vefy glad to know what Prises the marble Tables made 
at. Florance come to, & what are the Common sises you have 
of those with Birds & Flowers in them. I beg a thousand 
l^ardons, my Dear Colraan, for giveing you all this trouble. Pray 
my coinpliments to M” Colman, & am, in a great liurrey my 
Dear S' 


Most faithfully Y'' 

Essex. 


Turin August y* 2G«‘ 1 732. 


___ * 

The British Resident at Florence was now approaching that 
solemn period which terminated his residence in this world. Mr. 
Francis Colmah’s declining state of health is evident, from the 
subsequent letter ; and, in that which follows it, his death is 
mentioned, quaintly enough, in a Postscript ! 
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Fmn Francis Colman to his Wife. 

Pisa December 1 732. 

My Dearest Life 

Vor know I am positively forbid writing till \ find myself 
stronger in health,* so that I will only trouble you with these few 
lines to wfsli you & the two dear little ones* a continuation of 
• all hcaldi & happiness, & to tell you that I hope I begin tq 
gather a little strength here, though the weather has been very 
cold ever since niy arrival here, however I have ^ one of the 
warmest & pleasantest little bed cliambers that Qver I saw, the 
Suii^ anning in from 15 in the morning till 23 hours at night 
&, in the next room I have a chiipney. The wild fowl is so 
jBxtraordinary.good here that I shall segd you a taste of it next 


* * His children, Gewirc and Carolhw. They had, ’each of them, as my fatlicr 

Imasts, in a posthumous pampldi t, “ the honour of a royal godfether and godmother, 
.as chihhen ol'a British rienipotentiary,” from whom thoy*took their several names. 
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Thursday morning by the Procaccio «vhich arrives at Florence 
that night. 

I can add no more at present than that I am with die utmost 
affection, 

My Dearest Dear 

Yours for ever 

F. COJLMAN. 

My service to M'' Tyndall. 


From Mary Colman to Mrs. Tyndall. 

Madam 

Mrs. Colman being uncertain whether she shall return to 
Florence to morrow or No, desires that you will take all possible 
Care of the Child, and notwithstanding You will be obliged to 


• Who Maiy Colman was, is uncertain : probably, a sister of Francis, whose 
death she announces. 
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attend the Consul who*wiU be^with you to morrow, yet she begs 
that- yo\i ^ould at the same Time leave the Child in the safest 
handS} as likewise take care of every Thing committed to youi 
(’harge, especially Dear Pecce,* and not leave her to Cry but to 
• take her with •you every where where you properly can ; which 
at presont concludes from 


I’ihii, Ap' 20, I T3:{. 


Mary Colman. 


1*. S. Al' Colman^ departed this Life this Morning at 3.5 
Minutes^ past 7 o’C'lock. 

To M' 7't/tida/l, Fhircnce. 


On the demise of Francis Colman, the care ol his son, Qeorge. 
(since known as (-reorge Colman, the elder,) was undertaken by 
his aunt’s husband, William Pultency, allerwards Earl of. Bath. 
To the merest smattcrer in english History,, and in times no 
fuijlfcr back than the reigns of Queen Anhe, George the* First, 
and Second, t\^e character of William PultenQy must be very 

G 2 
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familiar. Of his oratory, his political .acrimony, his playful ocj- 
casional poetry, his pleasantry in conversation, and his domestic 
qualities, (in which last there appears to have been a mixture of 
affection, generosity, and avarice,) ever^ body, whovrcads, 
read,* and still may read. 

Among all the obloquy heaped upon William Pultcncy, on 
his loss of popularity, through his acceptance of a Peerage, (his 
reasons for which acceptance are given in the following pages, 
and will be quite new to the world,) nothing, perhaps, galled 
him more than the Odes of Sir Charles Hanbury Williams. 
Satire can laugh, while it kills reputation j and the death-wounds 
of ridicule inflict a double torture. 

It will be seen that the earliest of the Ibllowing letters were 
written to my father when he was a boy, at Westminster School ; 
and Lord Bath naturally and pleasantly varies the style oi‘ his 
correspondence with him, according to the gradations in life of 
his protege, 



LETTERS 


FROM 

WILLIAM PULTENEY, EARL OF BATH, 

TO 

GEORGE COLMAN, THE ELDER. 


Dear Colley. 

I very unwilling to give any opinion what may be best lor 
you to do, and therefore will referr it ubsolutely to Doctor NicoJ % 
for my ^ own ‘part 1 am inclined to tliink one year, more in 
Westminster College, if you study hard, & employ your time 
well, may be of great servide to you ; but if^ the Doctor thinks 


Then bead-master of Westminster^hool. » 
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, I 

it any disadvantage to you, to stay only second Boy, and that you 
are at f)rcsent fit and proper to go to the University,' lot him 
tel me which you would go to, that I may use my Interest, to get 
you chosen in the manner you wish to be. 

I 

J hope your promises are sincere, 1 am sure they are made on 

ju’oper considerations, for as you have little or nothing of your 

own to depend on *, you must rise in the world by your merit 

only, & sutli friends as are able and willing to assist you. 

Among these you may always depend upon me, provided you 

»> 

deserve my friendship, and to encourage ' you to study hard, <S: 
improve yourself by all manner of ways, wherever you shall be I 
will tell you that I look upon you, almost like a second Son, & 
will never .suffer you to want any thing whilst it is in my powei 
to procure it 'you. 

Lady Bath and 1 desire our services to the Doctor and 
M'‘ Nicol, & hope to hear from him upon this subject, fo!* 


* His molher, however, on her decease, left him, as I have been told, six thousand 

. I 

pounds. 



4^ 


til* I hear from him, I can '(hitermine nothing. It is not impos- 
siblc but Knay be in England before the Election * 

I am 

Your friend & Servani 

Bath. 


Paris R»by. as' 1750 N.S. 


Our services to M"' Coleman 


To Mosin' Gn)r"(' Cohmn at the CoUege at 
IVrstmitistcr School Lombn 
* Anttldt'rrr 


* This (iocs not allude to a pai'liamcntary Election, but to the Election ol' 
King’^ Scholars from Westminster School to the Universities of Oxford ami 
Cambridge. 
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Coleman 

I HAVE wrote to Doctor Nicols to let him know liow welf {Jatisfyed 

I 

I am at your remaining one year longer at Westminster' School. 
1 perceive, notwithstanding my having declared strongly my 
opinion for jrour stay, that it was in some measure agreed you 
should leave the School this Election, & that if Lady Bath, had 
not accidentally gon to England, you had been choseh this year 
to Cambridge. •• A step perhaps might have been of ill conse- 
quence to you, Ibr the rest of your life, but I hope now you will 
think of studying as you ought, extreamly hard this whole year, 
that you may make as good a figure as ever any Boy did, at the 
next Election, where I shall most certainly be, to Judge how you 
have employ’d your time,, and whither you mean to entitle 
yourself to my friendship and assistance, both which you shal| 
most assuredly have, if you deserve them. Consider therefore 
as you ought, that you have little or no fortune of your own to 
depend on, that 1 am naturally inclined to have an affection for, 
you, ,and next to m^y own Son, look upon you, as one I ought to 
provide for, in the best manner 1 am able, but should y6u, not 
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merit my love, no olhet tye.can lay me under the least obligation 
to talf§ cSre of you. 


• . 

reflect on tliis be* a good Boy, & take care to con- 
tinue me 

Vour friend & serv‘ 

Bath. 


Paris May 29*'‘ J IftO N. S. 


C^flcman Kin^s Scbnlat 
at IVcstnmista’ 

in Deans j/ard 
, Insjeterrc I MudiMi 


• "■ 

* Dear ("olman 

1 INTENDED to liave vvrotc to you by M'. Douglas, but forgot 
it^ however ray letter by being frank’d, Vill put you to.no ex- 
penqp, and.it is to acquaint you that yon niay draw- fegr your 
Quarteridge on Lady Bath, in the manner you mention in your 
letter to me. I recommend to you to stick.close to your. Study s, 


11 
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you have Parts equal to any Scheme of .Life, but without daily 
labouring to improve them, & furnisli yourself with ifnowlege, 
the best Parts will be of little use. You know how well I •intend 
by you, but then you must endeavour fo deserve ^ny kindness, 
& render yourself an Object worthy of my Care and Attention. 

I am 

Your friend & serv' 

Hath. 

London I'W 29‘*' 1752. 


To 

M'. George Coltnan*, Student 
ofXf. Church 

in 

Oxford. 

Free 

Bath. 


* The precise time of his being admitted a Mi-mbcr of the University at Oxiind, 
IS ascertained by the following Certificate of his Matriculation : 

Oj.'or( 2 ^ Junij S'". Anno Domini I'//)!. 

Quo die compnruit coram me Clcorgius Colmati Ox. 5’id. X" Arm. hi. sulv 
scripsit Articulis Fidei & ilcligionis; & juromenlum suscepit dc ognoscenda 
supremd Rcgim Majestatis potestate; & de observandis Statutis, Priveiegiis, & Con- 
suetudinibos kujus Univc-rsitatis. Sr. Nibleti', V. C. Dep, 





D Col man ' 

Two or three days a^o I liad your letter, and am glad to hear 
you got^trell agaiit to Oxford, where I hope you will return to 
your Slfidys with double diligence, in consideration of the little 
interruption your London journey gave to them. 

I have got from jM . (iuidott, a last of such Law Books as will 

• • 

l)e proper lor the beginning of your Studys, but as you arc not 
to begin tlfose, till you have finished at the University, it is need- 
. less to ptjrcbase those Books, till you* return to Town, unless you 
can find some of them in Booksellers Shops, pf good Editions, 
and to be sold cheaiv Lay by the List, till your return to 
1 iondon. * 

I am 

Your good friend 

. Bath. 

London I J"' Fclv I75L 
To 

M*\ George Col man 
of Christ Church (olUgt 
Oxfonl, 

Free* 

Bath 


H 2 
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Dear Colmaii 

1 HOPE you liave employ’d the long time you have now been 
without interruption at Oxford, usefully, and as you ought to do. 
You must consider that you have nothing to depend upon, for 
your future maintenance, but your parts, and your Industry, 
apply yourself therefore strictly to your Studys, and improve 

I 

those Talents God Almighty has given you, in such a manner, as 
to enable you to make a figure in the station you shall be placed. 
You know that you have been for some time entered in the So- 
ciety of Lincolns Inn, where you shall in about a year or more 
come to reside, and Study the Law. Keep M'. Murray the Sol- 
licitor Gen'* always in your Eye, and let him be the Exanijile 

I 

you propose to follow, perhaps to exceed. T propose you shall tukt* 
your Batchelor’s degree at Oxford, then come to Lincolns Inn, 
but not quit the College, til you are obliged to do it. but conti- 
nue taking your other degrees in the University. At present I 
would have you come to Mown for the X'mas Holy days, you 
stay w' ‘ nie in my House for about three weeks, but not be at 


* Afterwards Attorney Gaicral, then Lord Mansfield, Chief Justice of the King’s 
Bench, and created an earl, in 1776. 
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your Mama^s where you have'opportunitys of stroling idly about 

the Towy, wherever your inclination may lead you, not that 

• • 

yOu shall be unreasonably confined at home, but have liberty now 
and then io visit your, favourFte play Houses, as well as your 
* friends and acquaintances. If it be necessary you should acquaint 
your Tiiteur, or the Sub Dean of the College, for leave to come to 
London, you may do it in my name, or shew them my letter. 

Your humble servant 

Bath. 


Younnay sett out in three or four days. 


London 20'‘* Jan' 

D’ Colman, 

■ About three weeks or a month ago, you wrote to Lady Bath, 
desiring to come to Town for the Christmas Holidays, * to this 
letter, 1 suppose she then sent you an answer, and I am now 
going to explain more fully to you both our meanings.. 

Our intention is, to give you such an Education, as, with the parts 
you have, may Enable you to get your own Living, and hereafter 
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make a figure in the world ; But this must be done (and can be 
done no other way) by hard Study, and constant application ; ' You 
niusl not think of trifling away any of your time in vain and iole 
amusements, such as those can afford, who are born 'to Estates, 

t • 

Your Subsistence must be got by toil and drudgery in the Pro- 
fession you have chosen ; But then, let me tell you, you will 
enjoy every shilling so got with much greater satisfaction ; TiCt 
me place hi'. Murray the present Attorney General before yonr 
eyes, look ste Ifastly towards him, and sec what a rapid pi'ogress 
he hath made towards wealth and great reputation. You have 

I 

as good parts, and are as able to pursue his steps if you will 
exert the same diligence, all 1 can do is to furnish the means, 
and give you sucli assistance as may be necessary by money and 
££ood advice. Think not therefore of losing an hour’s time frt)m 
yonr studys, whilst you arc at Oxford, but employ them in such 
occupations, as may be proper for your future Profession I mean 
in a Classical way whilst you ure at the University, such as read- 
ing often, and sometimes translating parts of Demosthenes or ’ 
Tully’s Orations and such like exercises, and when you have 
taken your Batchelor’s Degree, I promise to take you from the 
University, arid place you in some Chambers in Lincolns Inn, of 
which . Society you have already been some time a Member; 
When you are there I tell you before hand, that I will have you 
closely .watch’d, and be constantly inform’d how you employ 



vgur time; I must have mo running to I’layhoiises or other 

Places of pliblick diversion*, but your whole time must be given up 

• • 

to'iittend the Courts in Westminstcr-hall during their Sittings 
in a morning, ^and your ilvcnings must be employ’d at home at 
your own^Cham*bors, in assiduous application and Study, till you 
have fiUfid yourself to make a figure at the Bar. 

1 left it to your own Election what Profession you would be 
of, you chose being a Lawyer, and I approv’d yonr choice, the 
beginnings of all things arc somewhat hard, and to shine in this 
Profession, rerjuircs vast application Think therefore of what 1 
have saitf, and make a grateful return to me foi* the Expenses 
I am at and what I design further to do for you, and take this 
advice fr(^m 

Your sincere friend & servant 

Bath. 

To 

Mr. Gcot'fic Volmctii 
Stitdaii nf.C/trtxl Church 
Oxford 
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Dear Colmaii 

As you have now taken your Batcliclor’s degree in the Uni- 
versity, it may be time for you to come to London, to apply more 
particularly to that Study, which is to become Your profession and 
your Livelihood, I therefore recommend to you, when you are 
at Lincolns>]/in, where, you have been enter’d for some years, 
and where I have now taken you Chambers, that you study hard 
in the Evenings, and attend diligently the Courts of AVestminster 
IJall in the mornings, constantly informing yourself from friends 
and from Books, of all the proper ways to Signalize yourself in 
your profession. The Chambers which I have taken lor you, arc 
but small, but ifitting enough for the present, they arc up one 
pair of Stairs, and I chose them so rather than ii{)on the (ilrQund 
floor, which is always damp, there are four small rooms, in 
which there are some Presses and Shelves for your' Books, which 
you will bring with you from Oxford, and to which we will add 
such further Law Books as may be necessary. 

At , first I Suppose ior a few days you must lye at your 
Mother’s, till we can get a Bed, Chairs and such other things to 
furnish your Chambers ; When you grow a man of Eminence in 
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•your Profession, you maj get into a better Apartment, if you 
* • ^ * - 

thhik fif, but that must be your own doing ; I furnish you only 

• • 

Vitli the means of rising, and recommend to you, never to stop 
in your Career, till yuo have got to the Head of the Law. 

1 tdl you before hand, that I shall have you closely watch’d, 
that you do not idle away your time, in running to Playhouses 
and such other diversions, as 1 know you are fond of; Such 
amusements will not agree with your circumstanees, who are by 
Industry to get your own liivelihood Revolve what I have now 
said to you often in your mind, and resolve to do as I have 
direetdd you; You may then come to Town as soon as you 
])leasc, advertising your Mother, whom I never see, of* the day 
your propose to be with her. 

• If there be any little matters to pay at the University, you 
may draw upon Lady Rath or n>e for the money ; Should you 
have a min’d to keep your name upon the College Rooks, till you 
have* taken your Master’s Degresdn the University, let me know 
what it will cost, tho’ t do not see it caji be of any great use 
to you. 

I am 

Yours 


London 27“ March 1 755. 


Rath. 



58 „ 


Send me word likewise what day you propose to be in Town, 
because upon further thoughts, I believe it will be m^re con- 
venient for you to lye, and be with me, till we see you settl’d 
at Lincoln’s Inn, Lady Bath will lake care to get you a bed 
ready. 


Tu 

M' Gcorgi (Mman 
Student at Christ Church 
Oxford 

Free 

Bath. 
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I'liE.two Ipllowing J Aters, from Lady Bath, being written to her 
Dear»Nep,” (ac she elegantly abbreviates her nephew,) at her 
Lortl'h request, they arc inserted here : — they contain the Peer's 
general principles of advice, not improved by passing through 
the strainers of his Countess. Wc hear of cancelling obligations 
by the manner of conferring them ; and", althouglf her Ladyship 
breathes .regard, there is something in the air of her protection 
rather chilling to gratitude. 

“ 1 believe,” says the celebrated Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, speak- 
ing of Lord Bath, “ his own disposition was naturally compas- 
sionate and generous ;.but his uniortunaie connexion with a wife 
of* a very contrary disfiosition, and to whom he was too good- 
naturedly compliant, had checked the tendency of his own heart, 
and induced a fatal habit, which he must hnd it difficult to alter 
at so advanced an age.” 


I 2 
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Piccadillv March 
•* 

t 

Dear Nep. I rec’ your letter yesterday, and Lord Bath had 
one likewise from you sometime ago, He desires me to write the 
answer for us both & has told me in part what 1 shou'' r.ay. It 
is this. That whilst you do well, and endeavour to improve your- 
self as you ought, that you may depend on having all proper and 
reasonable assistance from us. 

We shall think now, soon, of sending for you from Oxfonl, 
to place you in Lincolns Inn, where my Lord has taken care to 
have you enter’d some time ago. there you must study hard, 
attend the Courts of Westminster that constantly, aid soon 
render yourself able to get your own I ivelihood, besides our 
assistance. . 

As for your Quarteridge It shall be ready when Ever you send 
for it, and likewise the four Guineas, for your Bach-rs degree, 
and the sixteen, as you say is usual to give your Tutor, tho* 
neither My Lord nor Dor Newton remembers such a Custom, 
but Lord B — ^h apprehends it is y* you have not paid your I'utor 
quart — ^ly ever since you have been in College, which he says 
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you ought to have done out bf your Allowance^ and now the 
wtiole anv’unts to sixteen Guin-y at the rate of four a year. 

• m 

However it be the money shall be ready when you draw for it, 
and you may be sure of .being deny*d nothing, whilst we think, 
<ind are pcrsu^cd you may deserve it. 

Vou to be sure will acquaint Lord Bath before you quit the 
univer-ty and take his Advice & directions in Every thing. 

1 am most , 
sincerely & afTcctionatoly 

Y' friend &c 

A Bath. 


London July y® 1 

Dear Nephew 

I TiuNK you for your letter dated the 12'’ The assurances 
you give me that you are^ & will continue to be Assiduous in 
the business you are. about gives me great Satisfaction, your 
own good sense will inform you better than I am able to do, how 
necessary it is, to lay in a good Stock of Learning, (now is’ your 
Time) & be assur’d the bright^t parts i^ill make no figure in 
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the great World, without that* which must be got by Study and 
great Application. 

I wish you health, & you may rely upon my 
Friendship, & be assur’d, I shall do every thing in my power to 
advance you. for I am most affectionately yours 

A Bath 

t* 

Lord Bath, & Pulteney, are at Scarborough. 

1 have never seen your Mother since I return’d 
last to Engla^nd. 


Dear Coley 

I HAD some time ago your Lincolns Inn Letter, but without a 

syllable of news from Searles, or a word even of speculative 

Politics from Chancery Lane. Must I from hence inform you 

what is doing in your own Body ? why I can tell you that JVP. 

■ 

Ord, is to be made Chief Baron in Scotland, & some other 
Promotions of a high nature, that at present shall be a Secret. 1 
can assure you ; .that I shall be a little angry, if you do not send 
me any pamphlet y* comes out, that bears the least character ; if 
they are too bulky to put into one Cover, split them, and send 
them in a couple, or three. I hope your encreased Revenue, will 
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now enable you to add a Cotelet td your dinner, and a couple of 
oysters mo^ to your Supper, but I Charge you to throw none ol’ 
it jftvay jdly, in running after Plays, which I know is your favorite 
diversion ; Apply yourself diligently to your Studys, and endea- 
vour to rise in your Profession faster than any body ever did 
before you; It was said of Doctor Barrow who was a great 
Mathematician, when he was Head of Trinity College in Cam- 
bridge, that speaking once of Sir Isaac Newton who was an 
under graduate. He said, I have a young Man under me who 
Knows more of Mathematics than I do, or than any body else 
does. Now 1 would ‘have my Lord Chancellor say the same 
thing of yt)u, when he is sitting in Lincolns Inn Hall, that he, 
has a Young Man, in the* very same quadrangle where •Kc is 
sittii^, who is a rising G*enius, & will soon out strip them all. and 
become a second Bacon. 


Lady Bath sends you her service 8* 


1 am 


Yours Bath 


Bath Oct' ir 1755. 

To 

Mr George Colman at hi$ 
Chambers 

in 

LUicolns Inn 
Free London 

Bath. 
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Dear Coley 

1 SUPPOSE you had such a vast deal of business on the Circuit, 

I * 

and got so much money on it, that you had no time to loose in 
writing letters. AVe have had but two from you since you left 
us, & those extreamly short, one of them as short as yourself, 
and t’other as a Shrewsbury Cake. You must know that I ex- 
pected a circumstantial and historical relation of every thing that 
happened on the Circuit, how many Causes you carried, by dint of 
learning and ingenuity, to the surprise of the two stupid Sages of 
the T.aw, and to the astonishment of all the heavy Stagers of thfe 
Circuit. I should have been glad to have heard likewise, of all 
the misfortunes which happened to you on the Road, how many 
shirts and other things youL awkward Footboy lost you in your 
Journey, & how much leather yon lost, by your lame hackney 
horse ; M'. Douglas is loosing his money here at Lottery Tickets, 
but perhaps he may get a rich Wife, by it at last. He has won 
many an old Woman’s heart here, by an excellent Sermon he 
preach’d, but I want to have him, by his gallantry, get a young 
one w'** ten thousand p'*'. Lord Pulteney came to us yer.- 
terJay, and stays ^bout a week, soon after which. We are in ex- 
pectation of you, to. lavish away some of that money you got st) 
plentifully, and with so much ease in your legal peregrination. 
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Tlie firs4 thing an honest mfln has to do, is to pay his just debts, 
consequently I shall have my Twenty Guineas refunded, 
with what Interest 70 U think fit I hear you often dined w“* 
the Sheriff & with the Judges, but you will eat more luxuri- 
ously wifh us, for we have Venison & whit-Ears at every meal. 
Ijady Clith will be glad to see you, and so, you may bo sure shall 
I, ^'our most aftectionate friend Bath 

'funbridge Wells July y" 29"' 1758. We had very bad weather, 
and abundance oi‘ rain, I hope it has not been general for the 
sake of the Corn. 


Dear Colcv 

• • 

T THANK you for your lettef, and am glad to hear of your 

notable success at Oxford, you say you gqt two Guineas, by 
saving tw<t Men from hanging. I wish* you was to ‘have two 
guinq^is a piece for every Man in Oxford •that deserves ‘to be 
hanged, and then the University would be of some use to you. 
At Worcester I doubt you will get but little, but get acquainted 


K 



with 2 or 3 Roguish Attorneys, & thqy will lay^ou in* a stoc*k 
of* Causes for next Assizes, when you arc to be no 'longer at 
my Expense. M". Lake Miss JSearc, Lord Pultene^ and j\i'. 
Douglas drank your health on Sunday last and wished to con> 
vey you a few Bottles of the Claret we drank* it in. This letter 
I direct to Shrewsbury which is the surest place to find you in. 
If you arc concerned in the Tryal of any Rape the Ladys desire 
you would send a minute and circumstantial account of all that 

•I « 

passed at it, and what you {hiatus) In the House of Lords we 
had a debate about bringing in Irish Cattle. The Duke of New- 
castle made use of this Expression [hiatus •] to the ^Soldiers. 
Upen which some Wag, (for the House was vastly crowded) 
dropd the following Epigram 


Since Beef adds more Courage to SoldIcr.s in Battle 
I consent to the bringing in Irish Cattle. 

But add then a Clause ,to the Bill, which annuls 
All free Importation of Iris?i Bulls. 


* This hiatus i.s not xxtlde dfjletulus ; for, from the trace of a letter or two in the ob- 
literated manu.Hcript, and from the context of the epigram which follows, it i.s to be 
conjectured that the Duke o( Newcastle’s expression was, “ Beef* gives additional 
courage to the Soldiers,” — or words to that effect. The tjf/" who dropj>cd the 
epigram was, most probably, Lord Bath. 
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1/hope the two Horses, 'as welU as the Master and the Man, 

iiold 'out jXrell and will all return to Town again in good health 

• • 

arid flesh j If you’ bring back with you all the money you pick 
up on the road, no matter what way, your horse will find you 
more weighty on your return, than in your setting out Adieu 
D' Coleman dont fail to write to me as often as you can for I 
wish you very well & am sincerely 

Y" Bath. 


London Mardi 23" 1759 


To 

Mr Coleman upon the Oxford 
Circidt at Skrewsbuiy 
Free Shropshire 

- Bath 


Dear Coley 

I HAVE had two letters. from you, to which I would sooner 
• have returned an Answer, but that you hayelbeen so much upon 
the' Ramble, that it was uncertain where to catch you. whether 
picking up money on the road, or distributing Justice fi*om the 
Bench. I fancy the likelyest place to meet you, is in Lincolns 

K 2 
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Inn, to which 1 direct this, to invite you to Tunbridge, when all 

• • * * # 

your Legal Affairs are finished. Doctor Bartholomew is here 

I r 

and expects you, but I cannot say there are many here, of your 
iemale Acquaintance, perhaps D" Douglas may spare you a Lady 
or two, for he has abundance that belong to him, and to hir 
Lottery Table. We have had the hottest weather I ever lelt, 
which I believe (tho* very troublesome) to us all, is of great use, 
to us Water drinkers, at least 1 am sure they agree very w(*ll 
w“' me, & lipve done me much service. Come to us when ) on 
please, you will find the Room ready, Excellent Soopes every 
day at dinner, & most admirable fish, fresh from the Salt-Sea. 
Adieu 


Tunbridge Wells Aug'S* 1761 



To 

George Cdman Esf at 
his Chambers in 

Linedns Inn 
London 


{Frec^ Bath) 



Dear Colly, 

1 THANK you for your letter, and I have had one likewise from 
Miss l|^are, in answer to that which you gafe her from me. I 
find she does not think of coming to Town, til towards the 
Spring ; I suppose you dance every Ball night C^ountry Dances 
w^'' his 11. H. the Duke of York, why. do you not try to be 
appointed his Attorney General. He has I hear made Moisy 
his Physician. Are 'you in pursuit of any other more material 
business; such as following any fine Woman, with a fortune^ of 
100,000? or do you design to return to us %ain, Justus wise, 
and wittpr as you went, with only a little less money in your 
Pocket. Lord Pultcne^ wants mitch to see you*and hopes you 
ma^ be grown, a little, since he left you. We are all pleased 
w"' the Genius •, we suppose you wrote it on the Road, & sent 
• it to Town j 'it is extreamly pretty, ami well writ. You have no 


* A Series of Essays under the title of the Genius, written by the elder Colinan, 
appeared in the St. James’s Chronicle; — they were discontinued after the fifteenth 
number. • 
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doubt heard of the rude an^ foulmouthed Attack made on 

$ * 

M" Pitt in the House of G>mmons, by one Col. Barry, " Whom all 
the world blames most extreamly, so that I suppose the Gentle- 
man will be muzzled for the future. Doctor Douglas sends you 

« 

his Compliments,- Lord Fulteney, & Lady Mary Carr, who are. 
just going to sitt down to dinner with me, send their services, 
& I am 


Dec» 18‘I>1761 


Dear Coley 

Yours affectionately 

Bath 


To George Cotman Esq' al 
Bath 


{Frecy Bath) 


* 

Dear Coley, 

Why are you so suspicious of my being angry with you ? I can 
assure you, that the only reason why I did not take you with me, 
was, because I apprehended your stay in London, might be ab- 



.<jDlute])( necessary with- reg£trd Lord Fs * afiairs, as it was not 
til the jndrning we sett out, quite determined, whether we were 
to' pr6ceed by Arbitration, or by your proving of the Will. I 

wish now, that you had been with us ; the Waters which have 

* • 

done us all much good, might have been of use to you likewise, 
after ybur Illness, and you would have had an opportunity, of 
making acquaintance with a vast number of Princes, and Prin- 
cesses, with whom you might have play’d at Whist every night, 
for two pence a Coyner. Dr Douglas has struck up a great Inti- 
macy with* the Bishop of Augsburgh, he often dines with him, 
and constantly swallows a large Quantity of Tok^ as it agrees 
greatly w“‘ the Spa Waters. We have here at Jeast an hun'lred 
English Lords Gentlem^en and Ladys ; Balls now and then ; a 
Play three times week ; w"' a tolerable sett of Strollers, that do 
pretty well in Comedy, but make wretched work, with a french 
Tragedy. I suppose you are often at Hampton, make my (bm- 
pliments to M', & M” Garrick, I should have said my Love to 

her, but, whisper that only in her Ear, for he must know nothing 

• • 

of the matter. I was not a very# dangerous Man when I left 


* Viscounl PviUcntyp o\\\y wn to the Earl 6f Bath; — he died on the i(>th of 
January, 17CJ ; — his death was most severely felt by his father. 



England, but the Waters are rejuvenespent. and bid him beware 
of me when I return, for I shall be quite another Creature. If 

Churchils Poem upon Hogarth is worth the* Postage, send it me, 

» • 

but if it be long, it will cost a huge Summe, and* then perhaps 
you may hear of somebody coming this Way, that' may be 
willing to bring it, & Witt pays no Duty, either on importation, 
or exportation. * General Scabright brought me two Pamphlets, 
one of which I think well writ it is call’d the Constitution 
asserted, printed for Beckett, pray tell me who was the Author. 
I am told that Wilkes call’d t’other day at. my House, & asked 
how 1 did ? pray when yofi see him, tell him I am pretty well, 
bufr-"ery angry with him, for kindling such a flame in our poor 
Country, which God knows, when it will be extinguished. Our 
poor good King deserves better usage. Send me all the Chit 


^ Lord Bath’s parsimony, in trifling matters, was, sometimes, lauglialilc. d hiul 
the following anecdote from my father^ — In a rural lane, through which the noble 
Earl often [)ussed, in his carriage, a gate w^as placed across the road, which was 
opened, for travellers by an ancient female. His lordship, one day, touched by 
the appearance of ilic old woman, gave the w*ord to halt; — the out-riders echoetl 
the order, — the eoachinan pulled up, — the cavalcade stood still; — and William 
Pulteney, Earl of Ualli, stiii*tching forth his hand from his Coach-and-Four, be- 
decked ^ with coronets, threw to the venerable object of his bounty a half- 

penny ! 



Chat news you can pic^ uIh whether in Lincolns Inn, in Grub 

Street, or S*. James’s ; let it be private Scandal, or Political 

f^shoods, any thing will amuse us, at this distance and do no 

• 

manner of harm, for ^e shall have forgot it all, before our 
’ return. 


I have wrote you a long letter, considering that I have this 
morning, drank eight large Glasses of Water, & as I find 
my Head begins to akc, I will take toy leave,’ assuring you 
tiiat I am 

A 

, Your true friend & 

humble Servant ^ 
Batu 


Sp» July y 13* 1763 


To 


jlf^ Co/man at Lord Baths 

f 

Hme in 


Piccadiiy 

London 

Angkiem 



Shrewsbury May y* 21“ 1764 


Dear Coley ' 

I THANK you for your letter, and the enclosed* Poem in it, 
which is in my Opinion the severest, & the best of all Ch — ^Is *, 
works ; He has a great Genius, & is an Excellent Poet, there 
are, to be sure, some as fine Lines, as ever were writ, & some 
as low prosaick Trash as ever came from Grub street. One may 
plainly see that all liis Works, arc what the french call. Pieces 
rappartc. He has always a vast number of loose Verses, lying 
by him, which he can brin^ into any Poem, that he wants to 
enlarge to the Price of half a Crown, & so stickes them in, as 
he wants them. I cannot however in the, main, approve of' sucli 
abominable abuse. You know I never was famous for great 
partiality to Ministers, I am acquainted 'with very few who are 

I 

at present such, & 1 never would be one my self, tho’ often 
offered it. from these considerations you may be sure i that it 
is not any fondness of mine for ^reat Men, that makes me dis- 
like this Poem, but really it is so scandalously abusive, & 
scurrilou^, that no *006 who has the least decency can approve 
such Billingsgate stuff, running a muckf as Pope calls it at once 
upon all mankind. 1 wish you had come down with us instead 


^ ChurchilFs^ 



of Peele, but our Whipt (forty would have been spoiled by Re- 
mends Ilfness, who has been in some danger from a violent 
Fever/ On Monday next we remove from hence & go to 
Wolverham'ptpn. ^ 

I am 


Yours 

Bxth. 

Monsieur 
Mofisimr Colman 
a I 4 hotel dc Modcne 
Rue dc Jacob Fauxbourg Germains — 

a Paris 


Dear Coley, 

I HAVE sent you two of the Prints you saw yesterday ; pray 
present one of them, in my name, and with my humble service 

to M" Garrick,* and let her know, if she will knock* to pieces 

• • 

any Old deal Box, and make a kind of a frame and hang the 


* It is 'whimsical to observe Lord Bath’s acquiescence iji his Protege’s theatrical 
connexions, Alhliie Earl’s repeated admonitions to Coley^ not to throw away his 
money and timc idly, in running after plays, of w'liich he knew he was fond,” but to 
stick to the Law, andTolIow the steps of the Attorney General, end in a request to 

L 2 



Print up, in any Chamber that belongs to her, it will be doing 
me, and the Picture, more honour than either deserve, fix a 
day, when Garrick & you will come & dine with 

' Your humble 

To Ser\^apt 

Mr. Colman. BaTH. 


The letters from Lord Bath are, here, brought to "a period ; 
and the subjoined explanation of his motives for quitting the 
House of Commons, and accepting an Earldom, is inserted as a 
curiosity. The MS. is in my father’s haifd-writing. 


“ On Wednesday October the Fourth, 1756, I overheard the 
following Conversation between L'' Bath & IVl' Hooke, Author of 
the Roman History, in the Parlour at Isleworth. When I dame 


procure his Lordship the honour that a Print (probably his own portrait) may be 
hung qp \yy Mrs. Garrick^ The Elder Colman dedicated his Play of the Jealous Wife 
to his patron, in the year 1761 , about three years before the present letter appears to 
have been w'ritten. All iliis Refutes the report, which obtained general belief, that lie 
forfeiteci Lord Bath’s affection and favour, tlirough his persuit'^of the Drama. 
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into the room I found* that they were conversing on the Subject 
of- liis IjCfrdship's quitting the House of Commons. As this was 

subject on wliicli I had never heard L'* Bath ever utter a single 
syllable before, I listened with 'great attention, & believe that I 
remember most of what was said, nearly in the very words, but 
am sui;e*that I have not made the least addition, or any alteration 
in the Circumstances. 

“ Upon my first entrance into the lloopi, L'' Batl^vras just clos- 
ing an Account of a Conversation between himself and The King, 
by which^t a])peared that the Partizans in the Opposition had 
had soifle diflercnces among themselves. Upon this occasion 
llis JMajesty made use of these words to L'' Bath. “ As soon as 
“ I found you were at variance among yourselves,^ I saw that I 
“ had T'u.'o Shops to deal Ti'ithi and I rather chpse to come to 
** you, because I knew that your aim was only directed against 
“ my Minister, but I did not kpow but the Duke of Argyle 
“ wanted to be King Plimself.” These words, it was agreed 
both by L'' Bath & M' Hooke were suggested to His'Majesty by 
Sir Bob' Walpole. 

<< M' Hooke then said that he had always looked .upon his 
Lor()ship’s conduct iii that affair as a mystery, and so did most 
other people. Who cried, ** It is strange that Will Pultcney should 
“ be taken off by a Peerage, when we all know tliat be might 
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have had one, whenever he would, for many years beforet’* 
But that he had conversed with some of his Lordshipls friends, 
who, though they also looked on his conduct as a mystery, still 
believed that he liad good and honest reasons for what he did. 

** His Lordship replied that he certainly had, that there were 
several curious Anecdotes relating to that affair ; and some par- 
ticulars known to no soul living except the King & himself ; that 
he had never made any minutes of those transactions, but, that 
he could easily recollect all the principal circumstances ; which 
he would at times endeavour to do, in hopes that M' Hooke, as 
he had a fine pen, would, if he survived his Lordship, Vork up 
those materials into a sort of History of this afiair ; that this he 
was desirous of having done for the sake df truth, and therefore 
could wish that these particulars might be made public, while 
some of the parties concerned were yet living and unable to deny 
their authenticity j that a regard to Truth, & the furnishing ma- 
terials for genuine History was his chief motive, for thati^ as to 
his own character, conscious of his integrity, he had never said 
so much as he had now mentioned to any one before, or taken 
the least pains to vindicate himself. He then told the following 
story. When it appeared that L** Bath, then M' Pulteney, was 

I 

at the head of the House of Commons, that no supplies could 
be raised, no business carried on, & that S' Robert Walpole 
was in imminent danger, M' Pulteney received a Letter from 



the Duke of Newcastle, signifying that “ his Grace had a mes- 
“ sage to deliver to him from the King, & desired that M' Pul- 

\eney would meet him [appointing that or some other 

• 

“ particulaf evening] at*cight o’clock at M" Stone’s in the Privy 
*“ Gardeij.” To this Letter M" Pulteney returned an answer to 
this edett : “ that he was very ready to receive any message 
“ from The King, but that he absolutely refused to receive 
“ any such message by meeting his Grace by stealthi at his 
“ Under Secretary' in the dark: that if the Duke had any 
“ thing to say to him from Ilis Majesty, his Grace must 
“ come to him at his own house, by daylight, in sight of all 
“ his sei^ants. He further desired the Duke not to impute this 
“ behaviour to pride, for that it was necessary* for a person at 
“ the head of a party to manage his reputation in this manner.” 
To this the Duke replied to this ptirpose>: “ thaflie thought M' 
“ Pdlteney was entirely in the right in using so much delicacy 
and precaution ; that he would wait on him at his own house, 
in the manner he prescribed, acconfpanicd by Lord Chancel- 
“ lor.” ’ This produced a further answer from M’ Pulteney, sig- 
nifying: that in order to ‘put himself on an equality with his 

• ** Grace, who proposed bringing the Chantellor,* he* also thought 

“ proper to call in an aid on his side, mz. Lord Granville.’! In 

• • 

consequence of these Letters, the DukQ of Newcastle and L** 
Chancellor came* to gether to M’ Pulteney ’s, and found him, ex- 
pecting their arrival, in company with L** Gmnville. The Duke of 
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Newcastle then told M' Fulteney, thht he had a message to him 
from The King, which was to desire “ that M' Pulteney- would ac- 
« cept of being at the head of the Treasury, ^ind the nomination of 
“ those other persons whom he w’ould have put into power ; & 
“ that, as S" Robert Walpole found it expedient to retire, that 
“ M" Pulteney would promise to preserve him from persecution.” 
This was the substance of what was said by the Duke of New- 
castle, to which M' Pulteney made answer to the following effect : 
“ That he utterly disclaimed all aiming at Power, that he would 
“ accept of no places, that what he aimed at was not merely a 
“ change of men, but measures also, and that he would never 
come in to carry on the same system of corruption : That as 
“ to promising *His Majesty to secure S' Robert W alpole, he 
“ neither would, nor could, make any such promise : That if his 
“ Grace would read Cardinal De Rct?^ he would find, that a 
" Party teas Vihe a Serpent, that the Tail pushed on the Head^ so 
“ that if he promised, he should engage for more than he was 
“ able to perform : That," however, he was no bloodthirsty man, 
“ that he had no sanguinary views, & that he wished S' Rob* 
“ might be able to escape by his innocence, & the rather, because 
“ he had once ihcautibusly said in the House, of Commons, that 
“ he .would persue Sr Rol^ to /«'« destbuction. This had been con- 

" sidcred by many as.a very cruel speech, but all he meant by it 

* » 

“ was the destruction of S' Rob' as a minister, not as a man ; he 
** meant a destruction of his power not of his person. But, in 
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short, as to a promise, for die reasons above, he could make 
“ none, sb that if any such promise was expected, his Grace’s 
“’treaty with him must here break offi before it was begun.” 

The Duke* then complained tliat he was dry, and some wine 

• • 

•being cidled for, ]\r l*ultcney filled out a glass, and told his 
Grace .with a smile “ that he would drink to him in the words 
“ of Brutus. 

“ If xvc should mad a^ain, ^iis xvcll. 

If noli xchtf then this parting zms well made.” 

'Phis story ended, L' Bath observed that during this conference 
and some* others on' the same occasion, L'' Chancellor did not 
say a w(tld ; nor L' (iranville, till he was nominated by him to 
be put in as Secretary of State. .Tust at this thne dinner came 
in, & interrupted the Conversation. After dinner this convers- 
ation was resumed, iH: took a diflwent Uu*n, bn4 had more the 
airrfjf general chat, in the course of which L'‘ Bath said “ that it 
“ was he who nominated Lord Winchclsca to be placed at the 
“ head of the Admiralty ; a secret which he had never men- 
“ tionc^ to any body before, & which Lord Winchclsca* him- 
“ self was not acejuainted with to this day, but imagined that he 
“ was brought in by Lord (Jraiiville. That^, atleir he had brought 
“ in Lord Granville, he wrote to his Lordship, when abroad 
“ with the King, in the last war, to inform him that the high 
“ favour in whiCli he stood with the King had created many jea- 

M 



“ lousies in the rest of the ministry, ^ho would certainly get him 
“ out, if he relied solely on the favour of the King, 8: did not 
“ take care to secure himself by forming proper connections and 

“ dependences.” To this Letter he received an afiswer from 

• * 

Lord Granville, telling him “ that he made no doubt of standing' 
“ his ground by being so high in his Majesty’s favour, that he had 
“ even shewed L' Bath’s letter to the King, who told him upon 
the occasion that, He knew indeed that several little plots 
“ were formed against Ivim, but that He would keep his Lordship 
“ in, in spite of* their teeth. In about a fortnight after their 
“ return from abroad, he ,was turned out.” 

‘ Among many other particulars which fell from Lord Bath on 
this occasion, & which from the confusion and irregularity, of 
the cbnversatioR I cannot well recollect, I particularly remember 
the following. “ When things began to draw to a Crisis, and <,110 
“ parties in the Opposition saw themselves soon likely to come 
“ in, they became at variance with each other concerniog who 
“ should have the best places. • This it was that occasiolied 
“ that speech of the King’s mentioned in the beginning of 
“ (Alia account,' and ' destroyed, said L' Bath, that glorious 
scheme which I had laid of bringing about a reconciliation in 
“ the Royal Family qju a proper foot, & retiring with honour 
“ myself* When I found (continued he) what they were driving 
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“ .at, I went to the Prince of Wales, and first asked him whether 

% 

“ the otlusrs in the Opposition had not been there before me. 
“ •The Prince frankly owned that they liad been with him. I 
“ then told him that I i<)und that their views were directed to 
the securing rich preferments to themselves, — but that my 
“ sole aim was to reconcile Ilis Royal Highness to the King on 
“ a proper loot, & to make him appear in a right light as 
“ Prince of Wales. To convince him of this, I only begged to 
“ come alone, & confront all the rest io His Royal Highness’s 
“ presence ; upon which the Prince appointed a meeting at his 
“ House ill Pall Mall, at eight o’clock that evening. I went ac- 
cordingly, and found them there before me, viz.^ The Duke of 
“ Argyle, Jjord Chesterfield, Lord Gower, LOrd Cobham, & 
“ Lord Rathurst. Each of these spoke in his turn, and 1 an- 
“ swered each successively. When we had, all spoken. The Prince 
“ sj|id that he thought M'. Pulteney acted from the best motives, 
“ & delivered it as his resolution, that he would go in with 
“ him. This was so sore a mortification to the Duke of Argyle 
tliat it is thought to have been the occasion of his death.” 


M 2 



MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS 


TO 

GEORGE COLMAN, THE ELDER. 


From John Wilkes. * 

Naples March 2.L i 

My dear Sir, 

I HAD your most friendly letter by Monsieur de Beaumont, but 
1 have not been able Before this to write to you, Vour idea was 
so closely join’d with that of poor Churchill, that for a long 'time 

n 

I sought to avoid it, and tho’ it return’d upon me in my late 
pursuits, I cou’d not cherish it, as I us’d to do. My grief began 
a little to abate, when the additional shock of Lloyd’s f ^eath 


* The politicks, the waitings, the wit, the conviviality, the debauchery, oi‘ John 
Wilkes, — all the striking features of his life, character, and even of his face, — 
arc notorious. 

f The poet, contcmp'jrary with Churchill. 
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almost overSet me. I»liavc tiy’d ever since by journeys, and a 
variety V)f, company, to’ recover the even tone of my mind, but I 
am ac times more melancholy than it is almost possible for you 
to conceive a man o*f so^good animal spirits to be. 

N 

I ha^ fully open’d my mind to Lloyd as to my idea of 
the second volume of our friend’s Works, and he had un- 
dertaken to write a short preface, and to correct the press. 
I beg’d him likewise to announce the edition I had pro- 
jected at our dear Churchill’s desire. I wish you would 
take upon yourself the jiublication of the second volume, 
and tell, the world how you lov’d tKc man, as well as honour’d 
the ])Oct. If you think worth while to enquire for niy 
letters to Lloyd, you will find in them a variety of hints, which 
perhaps may be of use. You must give me leave, in my own 
edition, to take the opportunity of the notes on the Rosciad, to 
speak of you not only as an author, who does my country honour, 
but as a friend too, who will ever be dqar to me. 

1 have taken a house in ,a very pleasant situation, which com- 
mands this town, and the finest bay in the world.. I shall be 

there in a few days, and mean to give myself entirely to 

• ■ * , 

our friend’s 'Works, and to my History of England. I wish 
to equal the dignity of Livy. - 1 am sure the greatness 
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and majesty of our nation demand an historian equal to 
him. 

I live much retired, in the bosom of philosophy, [hiatm\ 
not in the least peevish, nor angry at the world. 1 live 
thus retir’d meerly to attend to what I take to be my pre- 
sent business, and 1 form no idle resolutions dc fuga socculi 
et contemptu mundi. My warmest wishes follow you and 
a few more. I only regret that my ill stars will not let me be in 
the same degree of latitude with you. 1 wou’d soon make it 
the same place too. 

Tlie foreign gazettes are very impertinently sending me 
into the service oi’ the King of Prussia, or Sardinia, or 
I know not what republicks. I hope my friends do me 
more justice at home, and think of me, as I do of myself, 
ever in the Service of England, and fqr my life unalienably 
attach’d to my native country. The most unjust and cruel 

t 

persecutions, the most unmerited outlawries, shall never warp 
my allegiance. 

I long for your Terence, and the moment it is printed I hope 
you will order Becket to send it to me. The Jesuit’s edition, 



8i 

which 1 yrish’d to have. got’ for you, was sold the day before to 
the Duke de Choiseul. 

I hope Lloyd’s, works will be reprinted in twelves. Such 
an edition would 'lertainlv succeed. He was indeed a very 
pretty poet, as well as a very amiable man. I find he had 
subject of just indignation against Thomlon : so had Churchill. 
1 am a little inclin’d to revenge both their quarrels. Our 
dear friend wish’d I would. What is your opinion? If you 
wish him to be sav’d, he will owe his salvation only to you. All 
this is (juite between ourselves. 


I have desir’d llccket to send me what is most valuable 
from- the English Press, and I beg you to give hinj directions 
irom time to time. 


I am, with very great truth and regard, 
my dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend and 


To 

^ Gcm^gc Colmaiif I\S(/r 
at Mr Bixkcfs 

Bookseller niar Surry Street 
in the Strand 

ingJiilterra London 


most huinble Servant, 

John Wiijces. 
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From jR. Shepherd. 


Sir 

Youu Favour was sent to me to this Flace ; having first laid 
some Time in Duke Slreet, or you would have received an ear- 
lier Answer to your Enquiries concerning the Genuineness of 
('hurchiU’s Sermons. Ho used laughingly to say, they were none 
of his : whose they were, the Public if they could mighi find out. 
I alway suspected them to have been Compilations j & Coinpil- 

u 

iitions of his Father’s : for he himself I am persuaded would not 
have submitted to that kind of Drudgery ; they woidd either have 
been his own, or Transcripts, had they been entirely from his 
own Desk : & accordingly some of them have been said to be 

Transcripts from a D" Stevenson ; but 1 have never given myself 

« " 

the Trouble to enquire minutely into the Truth of such a Report. 
If I should in future have an Opportunity of looking into such 
an Author, your Enquiry will induce me not to pass it by. 

Though you evaded my Suggestion, the good Humour with 
which you took it hath tempted me to go a Step farther, & propose 
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to. you a Subject. As you liojcl a Pen in utrumq. paratam, equally- 

I « 

successrul,in IVose^t Verse : a new Boethius, on the Oonsolation of 
C%idmil}f, woukl I, conceive form not only a useful, but a 
pleasing Work. 1 have »ltcn thought of it mysell': but had much 

father sec it in your Hand for a hundred Reasons. 

• ' • 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient 
. llumbl# Servant 

R SlIEl’IIERI) 


Bnitlilliclii^loii 
.Sc’pl' ?7 


% 

t 

Colnm I'sj 
llicJmoiKJ, 
limni 
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From Christopher Smart.* 


S* James’s Park next tlooi 
to the Cockj)it Febry y* -7“' 

Sir, 

I FIND myself reduced by the necessity of the case again lo tax 
such of my friends as arc disposed to do me the honour ol 
their names 

1 am with much respect 

Your obliged Sel•^•allt 

ClIlUSTOlMIF.lI S.M A ii i . 


1 observe from the conversation in general on your late ])er- 
tbrmance, that either your benevolence has won ) ou more atfec- 
tion, or your wit commanded more applause (both 1 sup])osc') 
than that of any person in my memory. 


* Christopher Smart Yim a poet of some celebrity; — bis ligliler poeiii.s art; ll^^ 
best. He was oi)gagcd«Jii a variety of publicutioiLs : — at one period of bis life, he 
was confined for madness, and be died a prisoner ibr debt. A collection of liis poe:- 
ical pieces was published in the year 1791, with sonic memoirs ol‘ bis life prefixcii lo 
them. An account of him is, also, given in Clialinerh’s (jeiieral Hiograpbi'*al Du- 
tionory. The jwq/bma/ia*, to which the postscript alludes, must have liecu tbe (1(»- 
medy of the Clandestine Marriage^ written, jointly, by my father and Garrick. 
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From Voltaire.* 

au Cliatcau de ferney par gentve 
1S» 9brc 176S. 

JSr je ]iourrais ecrirc <lc nia main, Monsieur, jc prendrais la 
libert*' de ^'ous rcracrcier eii anglais dti present niue vous me 
laities de vos cliarmantes comedies ; et si j’etais jeune je viendrais 
Jes voir jouer a Londres. 


* This lc*ltcr, ihouprh in the hund-writing of an amanuensis, is apparently suh- 
.acrihed by l^ol/aiir hiinself'. It was written, I suppose, on the occasion of my father 
liaving jireseiited to him (with liis other Draflias) the J*iay of the English Merchant^ 
founded on Volliiire’s comedy of I ! Ecosmisc.^^ .The celebrated and Jivcly French- 
man lias Jlictatrd his present epistle with Ids usual ttnirnurc^ and with Ids vanity 
floating on the surface. He cannot hcIp*iiiforining the Author wlio has built u|)on 
Id's ground" work oi the great success ot his play ; of its having been (tbongli 
only coinposwl for his private ainuscnieiit) acted in all the' theatres ^of Kuroj>e, from 
Peteishurg to Bruxelles ; und of the admirable portrait he has drawn in it, of a>i 
original whom he never saw. 

I'hc phrase of “ furif.vsemknt cmhelir is somewhat equivocal; and looks a little 
like a sneer, couched in the compliments bestowed upon the English poet. . 

N 2 
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Vous avez iuricuscment embelli I’Ecossaise que vous avez 
donnee sous le nom dc IVeeport, qui est cn cffet le medleur per- 
sontiage dc la pi('*ce. vous avez lait cc que je n’ai osc fairc, vous 
punisscz votre froron a la fin de la Comedic, j’avuis quelquc 
rrpugnaiicc a faire parattre plus longtems ce polisson sur le the- 
atre ; mais vous etes uii mcillcur Shcrif* que moi. vous voulez 
(|ue justice soit rendue ; et vous avez raison. 

Lorsque jc m’amusai a composer cettc petite Comedio pour la 
lairc representer sur mon theatre a ferney, notre societc d’acteurs 
et d’actrices, me conseilla de mettre ce iVeron Sur la Scene, 
comme un jjcrsonnage dont il n’y avoit point encor d’excinplc. 
je lie le connais point, je iic I’ai vu, inals on in’a dit cpie jc 
Tavals pcint trait pour trait. 

Lorsqu’oii joua depuis cette piece a Paris, cc croquant eta't a 
la premiere representation ; il fut rcconnu dcs Ics premieres 
lignes ; on ne ccssa dc battre des mains, de le huer, et dc le 
bafoucr ; et tout le public a la fi:i de la piece le reconduisit hors 
de la Salle avec des eclats de rirc. il a eu Tavantage d’etre joue 
et bernc sur tous Ics ’tlieatrcs dc I’Enropc depuis Petersbourg 
jiKsqu’ a Bruxelles, il est bon dc nettoicr quclqucfois le temple 
dcs muses de ses araignecs. il me parait cjue vous avez aussi vos 
Frerons a Londres ; mais il ne soiit pas si plats que les notres. 



^6 

f 

'Contipuez Monsieur k eilwchir le public de vos tres agrrables 

ouvrages. * J’ai I’honncur d’etre avec toute I’cstime que vous 

• ^ * 

meritez, 

^Mopsicur,’ 

Votrc ires humble et tres 

obeissant Scrviteur 

VoLTAiKE gcntilhomme 
ord'* de la chambre du Roy 


A Monsieur 

Monsieur (hllhati, Direclno ' 
dcs Siwcladrs eta' 


A Louihrs 
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From Charles Lee* 


Warsaw May y’ 8“* 1769. 

D" Coleman 

You must undoubtcvily think me a very extraordinary person, 
that on a slender acquaintance 1 shoud liave saddled you with 
the curation of my affairs, and afterwards hot think it wortli my 
while to write to you even a civil note such as a coihmon ac- 
quaintance who had conferr’d no obligation might have expected; 
the truth is 1 have expected cvry day ‘to be ascertain’d of my 
destiny, and then intended to have giyen you a circumstantial 


The republican Spirit of Charles licc, winch blazed Ibrlh so strongly in the lii- 
inoii^ Anicriciin War, received a damper from those in whos<‘ cause it flamed. Ho 
was a Colonel in the English Army, (and had serveil also in Poland) when ho 
thought proper to ct)minence fighting the battle of the Colonies against the mother 
Country. He, accordingly, rendered himself very conspicuous, in tht' western world, 
as a Major General, umfor Washington ; till, in the year 1778, he was found guilty, 
by an American Court Martial, to disobedience of orders, mislx'haviour before the 
enemy, and disrespect to the Commander in Chief; — whifh sentence was, alter- 
wards,' confirmed by Congress. 



plan ol’ my dperalions, but , as 'this day is as remote, in all ap- 
pearance, as ever I shoud' be guilty of a monstrous neglect in 
any farther delaying to pay the tribute of friendship which I so 
sensibly oWiC ; believe. My deaf Sir, I most sincerely love and 

iionour you, and this love and honor is founded on so solid a 

• • 

basis that 1 have dar’d to neglect a form which wou’d not be par- 
don’d by a Person who is not really an object of love and esteem 
I have been in this place two months waiting for an opportunity 
to join the Russian army, and 1 am afraid that 1 shall be obliged 
to wait a month longer, the communications being fill’d with the 
offals of the Confederates (who arc themselves a banditti) that 
it is impossible to stir ten yards without an escort of Russians^ 
I'lic English are less secure than others as they ate esteem’d the 
Arch-enemies of the h(dy-faith — A French Coramedian was the 
other day near being hang’d from the cirgumstanec of Avearing a 
bob-wig (which by the Confederates is suppos’d to be the uniform 
of the English nation) — 1 wish to. God that three branches of 
your Legislature wou’d take it into their heads to travel thro’ the 
woods of Poland in bob wigs, —r the first opportunity that will 
offer will be the present Embassador who it is said will now be 
.succeeded in ten days, but this has been so long ’ said 1 begin to 
despair of any opportunity offering till the whole is over — ; The 
Turks'have already got a drubbing at Chot-sin. If 1 should not 
arive till all is Over, I have made a wise journey of it — . 1 be- 
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lieve it wou’d break my heart as I have an unspeakable curiosity 
to see this campaign tho in fact I believe it will be but a ridicu- 
lous one, if not quite like that of Harlequin and Scapin, if will re- 
semble that of Wilks and Talbot,* the Russians can gain nothing 
by beating their Enemy and the Turks are confoundedly afraid, 
I wish by practice to make myself a Soldier for purposes honest, 
but which I shall not mention ; I think after the Campaign of 
passing thro Hungary and spending the ensuing winter in tho 
South of Italy Sicily pr some of the Islands in the Jearian or 
di^ean Sea, (you are a Scholar and know where these seas are,) 
— as to England, I am resolv’d not to set my foot in it, till tho 
virtue which I believe to exist in the body of the Pcojx’e can bo 
put in motion — I have good reasons for it, my spirits and tem- 
per were mpeh affected by the measures which 1 was witness of, 
measures moderate laujdable Aiid virtuous in comj)arison of what 
has been transacted since — to return solemn thanks to the 


Crown for the manifestly corrupt dissipation of its enormous re- 
venues and an impudent demand on the Publick to repair this 
dissipation is pushing servillity farther than the rascally Senate 


of Tiberius was guilty of; in this light it is consider’d by all those 


* The papers entitled the “ Nortli Briton,” written by IVilkcs^ occasioned a duel 
between him and Lord Talbot. 
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1 converse with of every Jjation even those who have the least 
Idea of fhc dignity of liberty ; the Austrians and Russians laugh 
&nd hoot at us, in fine it is look’d upon as the consumniation oi‘ 

human baseness, as the coup Jc grace to our freedom and na- 

• • 

tional honour — Vou will say it is being a pleasant Correspondent, 
giving you my coiiimcnts on what })asses under your own eyes, 
and being intirely silent on the transactions of this Country wliieh 
you may be suppos’d to have some curiosity to be ac(|uaiuted 
with — You will scarcely think me serious when* 1 assure you 
that 1 am as totally a stranger to em as yourscll*, as any Man in 
Kngland* as JNIy IJord Mayor Humphry Cates 1 am sure must 
know fivoty times more of the matter 1 see that the Country is 
ill one ‘voneral state of confusion, fill’d with devastation and 
u\urder, T hear every May of the Russians beating the Confede- 
rates, but as to what tlie Russians wluU the (Mnl’ederates, what 
llu,’ body of the Nation propose, I am utterly ignorant tho no 
more I believe than 'riiey arc themselves; their method of carry- 
ing oi^ war is about as gentle as ours was in America with the 
Shawencse and Dellawars the •Confederates hang up all the Rus- 
sians (generally by the fett) who liill into their clutches, and the 

n 

Russians put to the sword the Confederates ; *the* Russian Cos- 
sacks have an admirable sang froid in these ,executious ; the other 
day* at a place call’d Rava Ibrty or fivety Confederates were con- 
demn’d to the "Bayonet, but as 'fhey were tolerably well, dress’d, 


o 
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They were desir’d to strip for the ccjEcmoii}', the Cossacks not 

■ I 

chusing to make any holes in their coats, the situntiiV) of’ tlie 
King is really to be lamented ; notwithstanding he wears a Orown", 

He is an honest virtuous Man and a iriend to the riirhte of man- 

• • 

kind I wish we cou’d persuade a Prince of acijuaintance f, 

r 

if * * . 

1 cou’d say many things on this subjec t digna literis noslris, sed 
non committenda ejusmodi pcriculo, at auL interire aut aperiri 
aut intcrcipi possint — I hope your kindness has not entail’d an> 
trouble upon you with respect to my allairs* 1 hope *M Ay re 
has been punctual in his payment, I wrote to liim from Condon 
acquainting him with your powers — If' you shou’d pass by 
Hoar’s, I beg you will tcdl him that I writtto him from Munick 


f L’xprcssions arc liercMmiiltcd, rcpleU? with treason and low abuse, disgust ini; to 
all but the gentry of that »S( hool which has train’d several of it’s disciples to tin 
gallows. More of Lee’s radical rancour would have been exj)unged, in this and hi^ 
following letter, if it had not been thouglit that it’s mere virulence w en* an antidote 
to revolutionary poison ; upon the principle tluil, ^'ice 

“ it be hal(*d needs but to be seen.” 

:|. Affairs which were foistod upon Mr. Cohnan, os it is evident, from the expres- 
sions in the beginning of this letter; and he ultimately declined to' communicate 
with IjCCy considering him a dangerous correspondent, w'hose political principles of 
action were utterly repugnant to his feelings. 
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requesting him to send me possible a letter of credit to Warsaw, 
and'to give credit to a Captain W^illiam Spry lor surveying my 
Tands in S' John’s, how does the hallowed Juliet ? it is incon- 


ceivable ht)w much 1 am interested for the success and well’are of 


that girl^ — If she does not succeed (but this is iinjjossiblc) I wish 
you coftd perswadc her to marry me and settle in .America; mv 
respects to M ('olenian, and that 1 am most sincerely hers — 
Adieu, Aly 1) I'’riend., et (ibi ])erswadeas te a me fraterne amari- - 

CuAKLLs Lek. 


My love to U ice, and iliat when lie can find time and mattcM 
I wish'Hc wou’d wrile — the best news he can send me, is his 
being married to (he Princess of Wales or itny W idow with 
va,st interest and incoine — are the women blind or mad in not 
siMziim so ineslimahle a iirize'r' 

r> • 1 

I 

Direct to me Chez le I’rincc (ieneral de Podolic — Varsovic 
— ^'oli know I’awkner, ask him if he did not receive a long 
letter from me iVom this place, 1 am apprehensive it lias mis- 
carried, Ibv the post are frequently cut of by the confederates, 
tell him from me (hut this I rc(|uest A'on will not* mention to a 
third J’erson) that I hope He will not sell luiy land to purchase 
a company, He had better borrow the money, all I can muster 
shall be at his s'ervice which will go a good way — I Ibrgot to 

o 2 
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mention this in my letter for God sake» make llice procure me 
one of Elliots Dragoon casks, if S' William Erskine%is about 
Town He may ask him for one in my name — it is for the K. o*f“ 
Poland — it must be sent to M' Montagues in Lincolns Inn 
fields. # # # * * » 


From the Same. 

Vi(*nna March y* J7fK» 

My D' Coleman 

As I do not know who M' Gratton is or how to direct to him. 
I must beg you will thank him for his loiter — I suppose He is 
a Person you have employ’d to superintend my small affairs' — 
I dare say He is able and honest from your confidence, and 
1 am cxtrcamly happy not only on my own account but on yours 
principally that You will be disclfarg’d from any farther trouble’*' 


* Garton was the name pf the person to whom tliis paragraph alludes ; — he was 
Treasurer of Covent Garden I'hcatrc, and a private agent of Mr. Colinan : — tiiriv- 
ing over Lee to this Factotum indicates the desire to get rid of a disagreeable 
correspondent. 
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He will oblige me in dcsinpg M' Hoare lo send a letter of credit 
for me to*Ijeghorn as I certainly set out in three days for Italy 
— I ha\'e recover’d my force in some degree, but am yet far 
from right* — my plan i?s to bathe in the sea for six weeks, and 
• then "o through a course of waters at V’^iterbo or some others that 
are recommended to me in the upper Valois 1 should have likd 
to have embark’d in the Russian fleet — some days I find mysc'lf 
in health spirits and strength sufficient to undertake it — but I 
am journalier — and on the whole therefore had* better let it 
alone — but 1 shall regulate myself by my future feelings — I 
long to be with you in England (I mean with you and four five 

t 

whom 'I sincerely love) but dread the agitations I shoud be 
thrown into by the loo slow' progress of publick* virtue — let the 
hajlow’d S' (.Icorge Savile, honour' and the genius of England 
triumph over tyranny corruption Cirafton North and the Devil — 
and I w ill hasten to })articij)ate the joy — or shou’d the sw'ord ol’ 
our good Angel be unsheath’d, my puny dagger shall contribute 
its mitg of annoyance to the breast of despotism and wickedness * 
V’ou will excuse my not delivering myself like a man of this 
world — 1 never can, on so heating a subject — 1 wish I cou’d 


* Who would grieve if tliis Colonel, in the English Army, after breathing the 
language of the Cato-Slreet Conspirators, had undergone their fiite? , 



T02 


niiister up wit or news to entertain ,v/)U, but I am unfurnishkl 

with both, unless you will consider as an article of'jnews in) 

being enamour’d of a Iloyal family — but I really am smitten 

with the reigning one of this Country — 'the women arc all di- 

* « 

vinely handsome gracious unaffected and civil without the air of 
protection. — the Jilinpcror will 1 believe one day make a ;figure, 
at least comparatively with the sad automata of scepter’d herd — 
I Ic sent for me the other day, and suffer’d me to converse w'ilh 
him for an hour — as lie was curious to have a detail of the 
Turkish war — I was not much surpris’d at his having so good 
an idea of this, but con’d not help admiring his general know- 
ledge ol what has pass’d in America — ol' the geography of the 
Country, and wh'at is more, of the inlto’esl of Great llritain with 
respect to it — in short 1 have heard of JNfonarchs (who are more 
concern’d in the subject) not vpiite so well acquainted with it — 
since I began this letter, 1 am told a circular letter of credit will 
be better, on Leghorn Genoa, and Milan if ]\I (iratton will in- 
form M' Iloare of it — lle will oblige me — if Davers is in Town, 
l(‘t him know I have receiv’d his letter — and will answer it from 



me — I wish Yoii wou’d make 11 ice write to me He has time, 
You have none — let him give-me the politicks and the progress 
of cuckoldom — let him direct to me at Venice — I find b> 



103 

M' Gra0,on’s letter — M' E^rre has not yet paid — He must do it 
— Adieu, 'My 1) Coleman 

Vours most affectionately 

(' Lki; 

My Service to M' (’olemaii — and if You see Fawkner desire 
He will write to me at Venice I have sent him two letters, one to 
Hall without receivinir an answer 


From William Poxi'pc7\* 


Dear Colman, 

For thouiih we have not had any intercourse lor more than 

O 

twenty years, I cannot find in my heart to address yOu by any 
other stile ; and 1 am the rather encouraged to the use of that 
in which 1 formerly addressed you, by a piepc of mteUigcnce that 


CoWPEK, THE I’OET. 
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I received not long since from my frifend.IIill, who told^me that 
you liad enquired after me of him, and had said something about 
an intention to write to me. I took pretty, good care that you 
should not be ignorant of my having * commenced* author, by 
sending you iny Volume, the reason why I djd not send you ni^ 
second, was because you omitted to send me your Art of Poetry, 
which in a splenetic mood I suppose, I construed into a prohibi- 
tion. lUit Hill’s subsequent Information has cured me of that 
malady so far as you were concerned. 

Once an Author and always an Author. ' This you' know, my 
friend, is an Axiom and admitts of no dispute, in my instance at 
least it is likely to hold good, for I luivc more leisure than it is 
jiossible to dispose of without writing. Accordingly 1 write 
every day, and haveevf'ry day been writing since I last j)nl)Iished, 
till at last 1 have made such a Progress in a new Translation of 
Homer, into lilank \ erse, that 1 am upon the point of I’ublishijjg 
again. Hitherto I have given away my Copies, but having in- 
dulged myself in that frolic twice, 1 now mean to try whether it 
may not prove equally agreeable to get something by the bargain. 
1 come therefore humbly to sollicit your V’^ote and Interest, and 
to beg that you will help me in the circulation of my Trojrosals 
for I shall jnint by Subserip". On such occasions you know a 
man sets every wheel in motion, and it would be strange indeed. 
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if not having a great many wheels to move, I should leave unat- 
teinpted So important a one as yourself. As soon as I have your 
permission I shall order my Bookseller to send you some Papers. 

The News informed mo of your illness, which gave me true con- 
cern, ib*r time alone cannot efface the traces of such a friendship 
as I have felt for you, no, nor even time with distance to help it. 
'file News also told me that you were better, but to find that you 
arc j)crfcctly recovered, and to see it under your own hand will give 
the greatest pleasure to one who can honestly subscribe himself 
to this day 

Your very Affectionate ’ 

W** ("oWPEU. 

•Doc' Ti. S', 

Oliicy — lUicks. — 

I enclose this with a Letter to Johnson my Publisher, to wliom 
I am obliged to have recourse for your address. 


Geor"c Colman Esif 
Hath 



LETTERS 


TO 

GEORGE COLMAN, THE ELDER, 

relative Te HIS TRAXSLATTONS OF TERENCE’s COMEDIES, A\I> 

Horace’s art op poetry. 


From James Booth.* 


Dear Sir 

I CAN delay, no longer, to return you my best Thanks, for the 
Fine present you have made me, of your Terence ; but the ever- 
lasting Obligation you have conferr’d on me, by letting the World 


• Few Lawyers of this day arc ignorant of the name and reputation of the JaU* 
James Booth. Precluded, at that tiiiu*, as a Roman Catholick, from practising at the 
Bar, he obtained great celebrity, and ufHuetice, as a Coiiveyana’r. In Colman's 7\> 
rence, the play of the “ lirulhers” is dedicated, by the translator, to Mr. B(x)th, from 
whom he had received great marks of kindness, and friendslii}). 



know, jn so public a manvcr, that you reckon me among the 
number rff your Friends, deserves every degree of’ acknowledge- 
ment, in my power. Aly own Labours would never have pre- 
serv’d the? memory of me, from Oblivion, above half a dozen 
years, bgyontl the (1 rave, but by annexing iny Name to so perma- 
nent aVork, as M' Coleman’s Translation ol’ Terence, you have 
made my reputation almost immortal : Yet, it flatters me still 
more, to be thus persuaded, that you love mo, and that you think 
me, sincerely, in earnest, when I ])rofess •myself to he, 

Dear Sir, 

with infinite Regard 

Your most oblig’d 

most affectionate arid 

most liumble servant 

Ja : Boom 


Rloonisliiir}' 

22. Ap. 1 7fi5 
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From Bonncll Thornton* 


April 22 

f 

Dear Colman, 

I HAVE been Irv ing your Terence (for w'*' I thank you) by read- 
ing the Original all the way along with it. Upon my lilc you 
have astonish’d me — 1 hardly thought it was possible to have hit 
oil’ the expressions so happily — 1 can easily perceive you flag a 
little now and then, 1 mean in the numbers, and I could almost 
wish in some places the numbers, (where the Dialogue is broken) 
had been a little less hard j but in the longer speeches you have 
been prodigicusjly happy. Thq language upon the whole is mightil} 
the thing ; not afl’ected by stepping out of the way lor less modern 


* Bmnt'll Thurnion claims no mean rfink among llic scholars aiid wits of his 
time, from his various literary compositions. ] le was the elder (\)liiian’s colleague 
in the periodical Kssyys Mntilled the Comiomcur and that which renders his opi- 
nion, expressed in the present letter, of more authority, is, his having published, in 
blank verse, a translatioii of seven of Plautus’s plays; — five of the seven versions 
were done by hiin.sell': — of the two others, one (the Cajilivc) i.s by U'an/rr, and the 
second (the Men fiant) by Colman. Warner^ afterwards, gave all the rest, which 
were left unfinished by Thornton* 
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phrases.^ Indeed 1 think it* .the happiest version of any author 
possible. .What a sweet thought it was ! but then it requires a 

gobd English Linguist to execute it. — Ilk labor, hoc opus. — 

• 

. Quod sibi (jUivis — ct quae sequuntur. 

1 say .nothing of your Notes, because I wouldn’t allow myself 
time but barely to skim them over at present — but surely they 
are very pleasing. 

I have only had time to go through the Eunuch, (the first that 
opened to me] — No hiistakes struck me in my cursory reading 
' — one passage I sujipose I myself did not understand before — 
’tis at bottom of p. 136 — and top of 137 of your Version — 
You. say, 

Other jlls may be told — • 

One would think the obvious mean" of incommoda alia sunt di- 
cenda, was olher ills may be called Incommoda. lJut you, who 
have exaijiiued it, must know best.* 


m * Iti the later editions, (I know not how it mgy staftd in the fi^t,) the read- 
ing is “/y/r/rr ills mail /w.w./or iNeoNvr.NiENT;” which tallies with Thounton’s 
construction, and that of Madamk DAcirii, “/e mot, mal a piioros, ed pour des 
accidens orditiaiirs." Did Thornton mist|Uotc, or do the editions vary ? 



You have put me entirely out of luve with the bare Idea of my 
Plautus. Had I ever before ever so little confidence about it, I 
now quite despair, so far am I from being spur’d and encouraged 

I 

by what you have done. As you are got into the track, I really 
wish you would pursue it, or, could I bring myself to think 1 could 
travel with you (so lazy am I and so fearful withall) I could wish 
to be a Comes jucundus in via with you. Ee it as it may, I most 
sincerely desire you will bestow a thought on it, with or without 
me. 


Supposing the whole of Plautus will not bear translating (which 
• I much suspect he will not) a judicious selection might at least 
be made of him. Eesides, he is a (jueer crabbed fellow, and is 
enough to put any one, but one of your perseverance, quite out 

I 

of all patience with him ; and I question after all whether he is 
worth the trouble, take him alltogether. But of this more 
hereafter. 

Now to my own affair. — * 

I hear (iarrick is either come or coming to come. Will you 
not entirely forget the MS. I put into your hands, but ai a proper 
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Unit tak(; occasion to m^ntioD it to him?*— I mean, after you 
yourself haVe looked into it, and think it in the least worth a 

^ t 

second thouf^ht about, 

* The beginning o/‘ tliis note might seem written purely as a 
sugar-plumb to you to induce you to swallow down the end of it 
more glibly ; but 1 am certain you will believe me in this and 
every particular 

Yours in all sincerity & affection, 

Bonnell Thobnton. 


* Tills swims to allude to some drama widely Thornton had written, with a view 
to it’s representation on the Sta^c. If so, his intention proved abortive, for he is 
only mentioned in tlie Bio^rajihia Dmmaiica on account of his translations ol 
Pkulus, 



From Thomas Winstanlcy.* 


Friday April 27'** 

M'^ Tho' Winstanley’s comp'- to ]M‘ Colinan, hopes he will 
accept of his thanks for his valuable present, in the following 
lines which he would have sent him sooner had he not been 
indisposed. 

Siccinc captat adhuc purus te sermo 'rerenti,+ 

Ut juvet cloquio jam decorare novo ? 

Nec mirum : inlcrpres quas rcildis adultus, agendo 
In scenis aderas baud minor ipse pucr. 


* When this letter was written, Thomaa JVinsfafilcif was Captain of the Kind’s 
Scholars, in Westminster School; — and to the King’s Scholars Colinan inscribes 
his version of the EuNri ii; he sent them, no doubt, liis translation of Terence, as 
a present. — To make the turn of the Epigram in this letter clear, it should be un- 
derstood that, when polinaii was a King’s Scholar, he was reckoned a very good 
Actor in Terence’s Comedies, wdiich are lepreseiited at Westminster, by the boys in 
College, previously to the Cbristiiius holidays. 

f The following paraphrase may serve to give the English reader some idea of the 
]M>int in tlie Latin tetrastich : 

Is, then, your love for Terenck still so true, 

That 1 1 is pure style is graced again by Y Jii? 

Well may the Man w'hole Dramas tliiis translate, 

Whose Parts the Boy so well could personate. 
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From Mathew Guthrie. ’• 

S* Petersburg Sept' 12*^0. S. 1775 

1% Sir, 

A rateh from the frigid Zone, in consequence of having read 
your Elegant translation of Terence with your commentatiqns, 
has taken the ] liberty of sending you a Small present of little 
Value but some curiosity. It consists of some rude Musical In- 
struments in common use in the internal parts of this Empire 
(Russia) where no foreign custom has found an Enterance for 
many centurys, and where modern improvements in Music and 

almost every thing Else, have never been heard of. I mean to 

« 

be 'Understood as Speaking of the interior parts of the Empire 
far removed from the Sate of C»ovcrnm6nt, for certainly in the 
plade of my ordinary residence S' Petersburg there are few of 
the fine arts that have not found their way. Some of the 
Instruments I send you I think resemble those that we are 
told were introduced upon the Grecian Stage whilst in its rude, 


* This letter will be found to contain os much learning, antiquarian i%search, 
pleasantry, and {rood nenso, as bad spelling, and punctuation. Doctor Mathew 
Guthrie jiractised, I. am told, as a physician, at St. Petersburg, and was much 
esteemed by the Emperor of Russia. 


Q 



Simple, confin’d State, and probably you may find witji me a 
resemblance between the unequal flutes which I send 'you, and 
those so often mentioned as accompaniments to the Ancient 
Drama at its first appearance, they ire piped upon by our 
Russian Shepherds and I think answer to Horaces de^icription,' 

Tibia non ut nunc, orichalco vincta, tubauque 

A^mula ; sed tenuis, simplex q; Ibramine pauco 

&c 

The Learned Montfaucon was at a loss to conceive how a double 
flute could create an agreeable harmony yet supposed that it was 
even more in use with the Ancients than the single ; but I am 
of opinion if he had heard one of those rustics mentiond above 
play upon it his infidelity would have been removed, at least it 
pleases my untaught Ear. he also su})poscs that (he two Flutes 
were in fact separated, but that the several Pipes of each jqind 
in the mouth of the Player ; this opinion seems to be confirmd 
by those sent both with regard to construction and manner ol’ 
playing upon them, he also Says “ that the flute at first had 
but three holes and that they were afterwards multiply’d to seven 
and even ten. ” ceHainly these strengthen this assertion and are , 
good Samples of the flute whilst in its rude unimproved state 
with only three holes. — 1 shall make one observation more 
upon them, that 1 think they are not unlike the unequal flutes 
in the Mouth of Francisco Ficaronis female Minstrel whom you 
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hai^e giv£Q us a plate of, atid those She is playing on Seem by 
the application of her fingers to have also but three Holes. As 
to the Flutes that were termed by the Ancients Right and Left 
handed I can pick up 'nothing in this part of the World that 
throws any light upon the Subject (altho I have met with an- 
other <3f' their instruments in common use as 1 shall mention 
after I have given Some description of those I Send) for I sup- 
pose there must have been something in their construction that 
made the name applicable. You will find ih the Case another rus- 
tick Shepherd’s Tipe made of Wood and the Bark of a Tree that I 
think is as well intith'd from its appearance to the Honor of the 

Original Bucolic Pipe as any thing I have seen, altho I must 

» 

confess that the captivating Pipe of Theocritus must have had 
a little more Sweetness in it or he w'ould have found some diffi- 
culty to have charmed Lycidas the GoaCIierd out of his Crook. 
It has Six Stops and is used here to swell the Chorus of a Rustic 
Song simular perhaps to that which was the Father of Drama, it 
is sung ‘by one voice but a number of Boors join the Chorus 
and sing in parts, T wish from my heart I had the learn’d 
Burney’s Technical Pen to give you a descijption of both the 
‘ Vocal and instrumental j)arts Sccund. Art*, but I am a judge of 
no composition but a Bolus or Pill, so you must take the will for 
the deed, however thus much I can inform you of that it has 
a deep harsh Note and serves to swell the Chorus altlio it does 

Q .‘2 
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not add much to the Melody. Beijides • this Pipe they accom- 
pany the Chorus with a stranger sort of an instrument consist- 
ing of two Bunches of hollow, oval, Brass. Graj)cs I believe I 
must call them, for they resemble very much Clusfers of (4rapes 
when suspended over the Players Head one in each hand, which 
he shakes and occasionly strikes together so as to keep time to 
the Music, this Performer throws himself into a Number of 
Bacchick postures and has much the appearance of one half mad 
with Liquor. 1 am almost tempted to hazard an opinion that 
this very figure has made its appearance in Antique Musical 
Groops but from the great resemblance his instrument bears to 

I 

grap’s he has always been taken by the Moderns for a mad 
Bacchanalian, I wish Sir you that are so founded in these Sub- 
jects would pursue this hint and see il‘ there is any thing to 
confirm it. They are ‘commonly strung like these sent, upon 
wooden Spoons lor the advantage of striking the convex sides of 
their mouths together which I suppose they find answer better 
than common sticks. 

» 

The next instruipent you’ll find in the Case I doiit know what 
name .to give it but take it to bo the Mother of your Guitares, 
Lutes^ &c. and certainly has the most rude Simple appearance 
that ever stringed instrument bore, it is certainly in its first 
State of invention from both its Shape Materials and Number 
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of Strings being only two, *and the whole formed by the hand of 
the Shepherd himself', as indeed are all the rest, but the Brass 
Grapes — It is surprizing what execution the Russ Boors have 
upon these instruments considering their Simplicity, and what 1 
admire most is tlie Ease with which they fill for a Icnth of 
time file jiipc cover’d with Bark which you need only try to be 
a judge of — 

upon the whole I take all these to have been the musical in- 
struments of the Ancient Sclavonians or Slavi that possessed the 
tract of Country afterwards called Russia and that escaped Rurick 
and the Waneghians or Russians who over ran and took pos- 
session of the Country as I find non of them in those parts where 
the invaders came from. 

f have also visited our new conquered Provinces Moldavia 
and seen part of Walachia inhabited by Greeks who are cer- 
tainly ifot descended from the Heros that bore the same name in 
the Ancient World, for a race’ of more ignorant lazy dastardly 
People I never saw however what makes m^ mention this part 
of my travels is to take notice to you of finding the Pipe of Pan 
consisting of Seven unequal reeds in common use in Moldavia, 
The performer upon it always accompany s a Groop of itinerant 
Minstrels who are the only musicians they have in tliosb Parts 
which I had the clearest proof of at a Ball which the Nobility of 



the province gave to Prince Orlof' Anxbasador plen' at the 
Congress, the Field Marshal Romaiisoff, Sir Charles Knowles &c, 
they could muster no other music and wc danced Greek dances 
to Pans Pipe, another instrument resembling a Violin, a sort of 
Tabor, and the Voice of a Bard who was perhaps singing Homer 
in Modci'n Greek, or might be celebrating our activity in the 
Whirling Ring, with extempory Song like Mr. Rarretti’s Spa- 
niards for any thing I knew to the contrary. 

If I remember right it has been a matter of inquiry amongst 
the moderns, in what manner the Ancient Greeks join’d their 
Winding dance, which they threw' into so many graccfull figures ; 
whither by joining hands or laying hold of a string. It is 
danced to this day by the modern (Treek Ladys exactly in the 
same manner that I have seen it painted, they form a long 
Single line by each Lady laying hold with one hand of che 
end of a handkerchief, and they twist this line into a great many 
gracefull figures, according to the fancy of the first or leading 
Nymph, in a sort of gracefull flowing minuet Step, however 
these people seem to think Activity in every shape as much 
below them, and seem to adhere as religiously to the Graces as 
my Lord Chesterfield. There is a considerable resemblance 
between this last mentioned Dance and a Polonoise only with 
the difference of a Single instead of a double line, and 1 make 
no doubt but the Poles have taken it from the Greek one as the 



countryfi border one another, but they seem to have thought a 
Line males no bad addition and a hand sufficient without a 
Kerchief. 


Wlien upon this Musical Subject, I must take notice to you 
also of a Company of Buccarin Tartars who have traveld from 
their own country down here to show their dexterity upon 
the Rope, and given me an opportunity of seeing the Drum 1 
realy believe in its first stale of invention, it consists of an 
Earthen Ppt that Bellys towards the top and coverd with a 
piece of dryed Lambskin which they heat with two round Sticks 
without Nobs at the Ends, which would be unnecessary as they 
apply the whole surface of the Stick to the parchment. 

A pair of these Pot Drums, a Sort of Tabor coverd only of 
one side and hung with Iron rings, and a skreaming Pipe ; is the 
music with which they exhilarate the Spectators during the per- 
formance, and I make no doubt but that it has the proper effect 
in Buccari altho the four instruments dont produce Six different 
Sounds. 

One.would be almost tempted to suppose that those People 
derived their name from Bucca as their face is almost all Cheek, 
I cant help making an observation upon the performance of those 
Eastern Neurobati, that altho th*ey perform some difficult feast 



upon the rope (which is a thick one and they dance it 

barefooted) yet there is that Asiatic Jjentor attends them which 
1 have observed every where in the East tliat I have visited ; 
they have nothing of that activity which acedmpanys European 
Performance. One thing more offers it self before P take my 
leave The Finnas or Finns the ancient inliabitants of tliesc 
couiitrys bordering the Gulph where we now dwell, have the 
Bagpipe in a very rude State and from its venerable Simple ap- 
pearance I strongly suspect it to be the Parent of our Scotch 
one (as I am resolved to Send you no Orphan) for considering 
that its principale residence is in the Highlands, and that the 
Western Islands were often visited by the Baltic Gentery it 
seems very probable that they had the Honor of introducing 
that war-breathing Bulga. but at the same time I dont ntcan 
even to hint that thev have the mo^t distant claim to the 
Pibrogh, the Cronogh, or any of those Noble Strains which the 
Highlanders have taught it, on the contrary, I have the best 
opportunity of judging of their merit by hearing the mean 
Original — 

1 think Sir I have now exacted a sufficient Share of your pa- 
tience in return for my present, so will now quit Scores ; and 
assure you that 1 am your 

A 

admirer and obedient Humble Servant 

Mathew Guthrie M. I). 
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From Joseph Warton. * 


Wint. D" 
7. 1782 


My Dear Sir • 

1 AM really & sincerely obliged to you, for giving me a sight 
of your Art of Poetry, & for the Honour you intend doing me, 
in inscribing it to me & my Brother. I shall send it to you by a 
safe Hand the middle of next week, & shall take the free- 
dom of an old friend in making some Queries^ (queries only V) 
about some Expressions that you may alter or not, just as you 
see good. At Xmas, but not till after Jan. 6, I shall try to call 
on you if in Town. I \?as extremely mortified to find you passed 
thro this Town without calling on us. Who is the man that at- 
tacks my brothers’ History so violently ; virulently I should have 


* Of Joseph Warton, D.D., and his brother Thomas Warton, B.©., any 
accouflt would be superfluous. This letter is, palpably, written previtiusly to pub- 
lishing Cohnan's trayslation of Horace's Art Poetry ; which he has dedicateil to 
these learned and celebrated gentlemen. , 
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said ? What can possibly make a Kian so angry on fuch a 
subject ? * ' 

All here.desire their-best Comp'' 

I I 

& I am dear Sir very faithfully & 'affectionately Y” 

Jos. Warton 

(Si'orge Colman Esq^ 

Soho Square 
London 


From the Same. 


Wint. 


Dfc. 11. 17SJ 

]\ly Dear Sir 

I HOPE & trust you will receive your poem safe as I send it 
by a safe Hand. I sincerely & without Compliment think it 
done extremely well, & with the force & 1‘recdom of Dvyden’s 
manner. 1 hope you will fully explain your Hypothesis. 

I am 

. I)'^ Sir 

very faithfully V” 
J. Warton 

George Colman Esqr ‘ 
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. From Horace Walpole. * 

.Strawberry bill 

May 10. 1783. 

Dcar.S^ 

for .VO you must allow me to call you, after your being so.kmd 
as to send me so valuable and agreeable a present as your 
translation of Horace, I wish Compliment had left any terms 
uninvadetl, of which Sincerity coud make use without suspicion. 
Those woud be precisely what I woud employ in commending 
yonr Poem ; vt if they proved too simple to content my (irati- 
tude, 1 woud bo satisfied with an offering to Truth, cS: wait for 
a hobler opportunity of sacrificing to the warmer Virtue. 

• 

If I have not lost my memory, your Translation is the best 1 
have ever seen of that diflicult Epistle. Vour expression is 
easy ^ natural, & when reejuisite, poetic. In short. It has a 
prime merit, it has the air of an Original. 


The late Horace Walpole, afterwards Ijord Chford; — of whom it is as needless 
to say any thing as of the IVartons ; and for the same reasons. 

R 2 
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Your Hypothesis* in your ConimcsRtary.is very Ingenious. I 
do not know whether it is true, which Now cannot 1)6* known ; 
but if the Scope of the Kpistle was, as you suppose, to hint in a 
delicate & I'riendly JManner to the Elder of Pisp’s Sons, that he 
had written a bad Tragedy, Horace had certainly executed his 
plan with great Address; &, I think, nobody will be able to 
show that any thing in the Poem clashes with your Idea — Nay, 
if he went farther, & meant to disguise his object, by giving his 
Epistle the air of general rules on poetry it tragedy, he atchieved 
both purposes, &. while the youth his friend was at once corrected 
& put to no Shame, all other Headers were kept in the dark, 
except you, & diverted to different Scents. 

Excuse my commenting y*^ comment, but I had no other way 
of proving that I reallj approve both the Version & Criticism 
than by stating the grounds of my applause. If you have wrested 


* See the letter to the Wartons, prefixed to Colman’s version, for a full explan- 
ation of this hypothesis ^/hicli is against the publihhed opinions of Doctor Hhud, 
Bishop of Worcester; and enforced in u delicate gentlemanly style, too rarely found 
in controversies upon points of literature. Ihird was equally polite and dispassionate, 
when he said to the Bishop of Salisbury, — (iivc my compliments to Colmun, and 
thank him for the handsome manner in whicli he has treated me, and tell him, that 
/ think he is right*^ 
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the*sensc, of the original to fiivour your own hypothesis, I have 
not been able to discover your art, for I do not perceive where it 
has been employed. , If you have given Horace more meaning 
than he was * intitled to, /ou have conferred a favour on him, for 
fou have made his whole Ej)istlc consistent, a beauty all the Spec- 
tacles of' all his Commentators coud not find out — but indeed 

fhci/ proceed on the })rofound laws of Criticism, you by the Laws 

• 

of (Common Sense, which marching on a plain natural path is very 
apt to arrive sooner at the goal, than they who travel on the Ap- 
pian Way, which was a very costly & durable Work, but is 
very uneasy, & at present docs not lead to « quarter of the 
places to' which it was originally directed. 1 am S', with great 
regard 

Y' much obliged (& not for the firs.t time) 
and. most obed.’ humble Ser 

Hott Walpojljl’ 


From 'thomas Warion. 


Dear Colman 

m 

I AM exceedingly obliged to you for your very kind Present. 
I think your Theory is most ingeniously and rationally sup- 
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ported ; and that many obscure anckdoubtful passages are cleared 
up, and placed in a new point of view. I much lik6 the simple 
Elegance and vigour of your Translation . 

I am, my J)car Sir, 

very sincerely your’s 

T. Warton. 

Trill. Coll. Oxon. 

May 11”* 


From Edmund Malone. 

M' Malone presents his Comp'* to M' Colman, and returns 

him many thanks for his most obliging present ; — and rcouests 

his acceptance of an unpublished pamphlet on the inexhaustible 

subject of Shakespeare, in which, by a singular coincidence, M' 

M. finds he has had the good fortune to stumble on a motto,' 

that has likewise attracted the notice of M' Colman. 

€ 

Thursday May fl. 


• The Commentator on Shakspcarc. 
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From Willia^n Vincent. * 

• • 


Dear Sir 

I KUTOHN you my best acknowledgements for the present of 
your translation, & il’ it will be any satisfaction to you to hear 
that you have gained a sufFr^c to your ojiinion, — I do assure 
you you have one, in me. the Original, thef a study of no small 
labour, has ever been in pails obscure to me — in those parts, 1 
mean, which you particularly complain of, — but the point you 
more especially wish to elucidate, is as far my judgement goes, 
made jierfectly clear. 

■ 

'fherc is a particular which strike’s me as adding much to the 
probability of your conjecture of the Elder I’iso’s attempting a 
tragedy, — which is, that according to the fashion of the age, 
every man of Education attempted to write in verse, & most of 


• nie writings of llic late Dr. Vincent are»familiar to the learned. He wqp l^n- 
der-Master of Westminster School ; then Head-Master ; then Dean of Weslininster. 
He had cleuraess of head, and great strength of ariii: I have smarted, sundry times, 
under the influence of the latter. 
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them for the Stage, — Jul. Caesar produced an OEdipus,;^Sueton. 
cap. 56. in Julio. & Augustus would have done as 'much if he 
could — Sueton. Octayi. 85. if this observation should please you, 
I imagine instances enough might be collected to satisfy a Sca- 
liger or an Heinsius — believe me 

Y" very faithfully 

W : Vincent 


Deans Yard. 
May .9“ 
1783. 


i^'rom Joseph WaHon. 


Wint May 
12. 17K1 

My Dear Sir 

I THANK you very heartily for your Epistle to the Pisos, & for 
the kind address with which you have honoured me. Omusti me. 
There would be as much Af^ation as Insensibility, if I denied 
it did not give me much pleasure. I cannot help believing but 
that Your Work will become a popular book. ’ Your Translation 
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is not oily exact, but sniely most elegant & clear. And I like 
the notes ^ much. One I must point out, that on the dtsad- 

vantages of the Cho'rus. p. 29. tho I used to be of a different 

• 0 

opinion ; but I think what you say unanswerable ; particularly 
where yoli observe, what has not been observed before, " that 
if the Cliorus be revised, all the other Part of the Ancient Tragedy 
must be revised along with it.” — I see you have paid the 
Bishop * many liandsome Compliments, yet I still think many 
parts of his Commentary are tortured & far-sought. When I 
come to Town I shall not fail giving myself the pleasure of 
visiting you, & I hope you will not 'forget Us, but pass some 
Days with us in the Autumn. 

I am Dear Sir 
Your affectionate & obliged 

friend & ser’ 

J. Wahton 


• Hurd, Bishop of Worcester. 
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From Vernon Sadletr. - 


Deax Sir 

Having some Friends on a visit who ingross my time, it has 
been impossible for me to read your Translation of Horace’s 
Ars poetica witli the attention due to all your productions, I 
have, however, seen enough to promise myself great pleasure in 
this very pleasing mark of your remembrance and politeness, 
especially in the judicious notes and observations 

I love you for you* friendly dedication to the VVartons and I 
admire that liberal Spirit with which you could prefer tliose 
excellent Men to so many of higher rank in Life who would 
have been proud oi' the Compliment — I think you have finely 
gilded the Pill for the Bishop, for a Pill it is, notwithstanding 
all the delicacy of expression — 


* 01' whom I know nothing. 
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I hop» you will gather m^y Converts to your opinion on this 
celebrated “fepistle — 

Believe njc, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged 

and faithful Servant, 

S W Vernon Sadleir. 

Southampton 
l.V May 1783 — 


From Jonathan Shipley. * 


Dear Sir 

1 return You my best* thanks lor your most obliging presenu 
afi er giving myself a little time to estimate the value of it. Indeed 
your 'franslation appears to me to be close correct & elegant ; 


' Doctou Shipi-EV, Bis/ioji q/' St. Asnpht opposed Govemifteirt during the whole 
nl" tlie Amcriain War. On a published Speech of this prelate, “ intended to- have 
Ihvu sjjoken” in the House of Lords, it has been observed that, “ amongst all the 
productions, antient or mcxlern, itw'ould lie dilhcult to find an instance of more con- 
summate elegance.” He posscssetl talents for poetry. — His sermons, charges, iiml 
)>iirli.'imcntary speeches, were printeil in two volumes, in' the year 1 

s 2 
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abounding in very happy turns, & writ in that familiar stile 
which it is so difRcult to preserve without running intfo those flat 
prosaic Verses w‘'' are to be found in your quotations from our 
celebrated Authors ; not excepting even the 'Essay on Criticism. 
That easy epistolary Stile was y' last attaiumcnfe of Pope 
himself. 

I have often thought tliat Wc wanted some Anecdotes of \ 
Piso Family to explain y'‘ Art & Intent of y'' Epistle address’d 
to them. Bishop Plurds Hypothesis is not true, because it 
evidently leads him into .forced constructions, & endless refine- 
ment without much Taste ; which I take to be in some degree llu* 
general Character of his Ix)rdship’s writings, as well as of his 
Exemplar Warburton’s. Whetlier your Conjectures arc strictlv 
Truth I cannot say ; but they look so very like it, that they will 
answer my purpose almost as well. They help me to find a 
natural meaning & a propriety of address in some Passages 
which I hardly knew what to make of before. It v/ould be 
ingratitude to detain You longer with these grave & trifling 
reflections in return for the pleasure and amusement You have 
given me. 

I am Hear Sir, with very sincere respect. 

Your oblig’d & obedient 

humble Scrv* 

J. S'Asaph 


Bolton Street May 15*^ 
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From John Hinchliffv.* 


Conduit Street 

June 5*«I7S8, 

My dear Sir 

Had I ihankt you for the favor of the translation you sent me, 
l)efore I .had read .it, I shoud not have known how much 1 
am oblij^ed to you. I have now run over the whole, & am per* 
swaded you have given a Key to the mystery, Your Notes 
contain a great treasure of critical knowlegc of the ancient 

Drama ; & I have the pleasure to assure you tha^ the work is 

« 

lookt upon in a most ‘favorable light by far better judges of its 
merit, than Your very faithful Iriend & humble Ser‘ 

John rETERBoaoucH. 


* HincMiJ/e, Bishop of Pderbonnigh : — once, Head-Master of Weslminslcr 
School. * 
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From Thomas Davies. ^ 


Sir 

I HAVE rcud over your Translation of Horace’s Art of Poctiy 
with pleasure, I borrowed a copy from M" Cadell, and could 
wish you would let me call it my own. 

N’our notes are learned with liberality — and such as I expected 
from one of our best Criticks: You think and judge for yoursclJ'; 
at y" same time you pay a just tribute of respect to a groat \ 
venerable character. 

1)' Johnson who loves you, and always speaks of you with 
alfection, has been greatly indisposed. He is much recover’d it 


” The Bookseller ; ~ Author of Dranatick Miscellanies^ Ijife of Garrick^ . 
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r hope* out of danger — kind inquiry after his health would 
please hUai. I am Sir 

Your mpst obedient humble Servant 

Thomas Davies 

ilitsscll S' * 


From Horace Walpole. * 


Slrawlxjrry iiiil 
Scpl. If). IT.s * 


1 Bi. c. your acceptance of a little work just printed here ; and 
1 offer it as a token of my gratitude, not as pretending to pay 


’ 'I'liis letter wiis bound uji in the Present wliich is a French translation, by tlie 
Due Nhvmois, ofH. Wal|K)le’s Essa^ w» Modern Gardening: — the original and 
the version are printed together, on alternate pages. Walpole had a Press, in his 
house at Strawberry* Hill, among other little conceits in his Villa. 
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you for your Jast present — a traifiilation, however excellent, 
from a very inferior Horace woud be a most inadequate re- 
turn : but there is so much merit in the inclosed Version, the 
language is so pure, and the imitations of our poets so cx- 
traordinaiy, so much more faithfull and h&rmonious than I 
thought the French tongue coud atchieve, that I flatter ‘myself 
you will excuse my troubling you with an old performance of my 
own, when newly dressed by a Master hand. As too there 
are not a ^eat many copies printed, & those only for pre- 
sents, I have particular pleasure in making you one of the 
earliest Compliments & am ,S' 

Y' most obliged 

& obed. humble Sert 

Horace Walpole 



LETTERS 


ON 

THE A TRICAL S UllJECTS, 

TO 

GEORGE GOLMAN, THE ELDER, 

while he was a joint rilOPRIF.TOH, AND THE MANAGER, OK 
COVENT-GAUDEN THEATRE. 


- From Samuel Joltmon. 

Sir, 

The omission ol' answering your I^ettcr proceeded neitiicr 
from inattention nor disrespect, but from fearfiilness to promise, 
and unwillingness to refuse. During this contest of.my doubts 
and wishes which ill heajth made me less able to compose. 


* I'lio literary Leviathan, — of whom every Englishman who has merely |W|)ed 
into Johnson’s Dictionary has some knowledge. — Probably from this letter, 
.Tohnson Inul proniis^sl to write a prologue or epilogue, and was glad to escape the 
trouble of it, by “ fituling his ]H}ctical civilities superseded.” 


T 
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I intended every week to return to London, and make a letter 
unnecessary by telling you my purpose. But ill healih which 
has crusted me into inactivity, has by not permitting me to do 
my business, hitherto precluded ray return. I will not deny that 
I am glad to find my poetical civilities superseded, by a volun- 
tary performance, for I knew not how to set about that which 
the desire of preserving your regard and of increasing your 
kindness would have made it very painful to decline. 

I am 

Sir 

Your most humble servant 

Sam: Johnson' 


Litchfield. Augt. 19. J7G7 

My compliments to dear M' Davies. 


To George Coleman Esf 
al At Davids Bookseller in 
Russell Street Covent Garden 
Lordo,i 
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From ihe Smnc. 


Sir 

SiNCK your kind promisQ of a benefit for M" Williams n^y 
Friend JVF Strahan has obtained the concurrence of all the other 
partners, except M" Towel to whom I have written, and who 
delays hi« answer till he has consulted you. As you will not 


* Mrs. Anna Williams was the daugliler of a Welch surgeon and physician ; who, 
ilincying he had discovered the longitude, was disappoTnted in his s})eculutions, and 
reduced to })()verty. A cataract hud deprived his daugliter, Anna, of l)er sight, when 
she l)ecamc the protegee fuid intimate friend of Doctor Johnson’s wife. On the death 
of Mrs. Jolinson, Mrs. Williams experienced the constant humanity and jirotection 
of the Doctor. Among other acts of kindness, he procured for her, from Garrick, 
in the year 1 755, a Benrfil^ at Drury Lane Hiea^re, by w'hich she obtained two hun- 
dred pounds. — She published, although blind, a translation, from the French, of 
‘‘ the Life of the Kinperor Julian,” with notes; and a volume, also, of “ Miscellanies 
ill Prose and Verse.” — She died at Johnson’s house, in Bofi; Court, aged sevpiity- 
seveii years. 

See" Hawkins’s Life of Johnson,-— Bosw^ell’s Life of Johnson, — and other 
publications. , 


r 'Z 
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counsel him to refuse what you hf^ve yourself granted, 1 suj>- 
pose, he will make no objection, and therefore entroijit you to 
give us, as soon as you can, the play which you think ma»t 
proper and appoint us the day which cau first.be spared. You 
can perhaps give us the choice of several plays, but we know not 
how to choose as well as you, and therefore hope that you will 
contrive to make your favour as efficacious as you can. 

You will therefore, 1 hope, turn this business in your mintl, 
and favour me as soon as you can with your determination. 

I am 
Sir, 

Your most humble Servant 

Sam : JoH^’so^' 


•fan. 17. 176'.> 
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Fr(mi William Smith. * 


Dear Sir, 


Ipswich June 


We have a mclanclioJy report here of Mr. Powell’s Death. 1 
hope It is not true ; but shou’d it be so, perhaps His Shart in 


* Who lately died at a very advanced ja-riod bl’lile, having retired from the Stage 
in the year 178S. He was the Hero of his day, {Jaiilf dc mieia-, perhajiN, as to 
'IVagedv',) in the Richards, Macbeths, Kitclys, Archers, Sic., Stc.; and was the ori- 
ginal Charles Surface, in the School for Scandal. Of Powell, mentioned in this 
lettftr, the Ibllowing account is given in (Tillilaud’s Dramatick Mirror : — 

• » 

“ He iiiadc liis lirsl appearance at Drury I-anc in 17G3, in the cliaracter uf Plii- 
lastor. He had been introduced to Mr. Garrick by his friend, Mr. Holland, two or 
tliree months before the manager went to Italy, and being approveil, was instrnct(*il 
in tlie above part. His success was so great, that this tragedy brought crowded 
houses during that season. He then appeart*tl in scvc‘ral otlier charat'ters ; but for 
wj^nt of sidBcicnt study and atteiilion, hi^ execution was not always adequate to his 
feelings. In 17G7 he was adiniltecf to a fourth .sliare of the Theatre Royal Covent 
Ciarden ; • - - - lie was also one of the managers of ;Aie, new theatre, Bristol, 

where he went to perform with his Summer company. He died, after a severe ill- 
ness, in July 1 76 iK lie w^as buried in the College-church, at Bristol, witji great 
fiinenJ honours, attended by the Dean and whole choir, who sung an anthem on the 
mournful occasion. He was much esteemed, both as an actor and a private gen- 
tleman.” 
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the Patent, or pari of it, may be to i)e dispos’d of. May I ask 
for your advice how to proceed in ray application in ri>is affair ? 

I 

I flatter myself* in thinking you wou’d have no reason to repeftt 

• 

of my connection with you and shall be touch oblig’d to you for 
y assistance, and for a Line directed to me at Lciston {iall near 
Saxmundham, Suffolk, where I shall stay till the [/imtas] next 
month. 

I am S', 

Y' very sincere & 

Obed' Hble Ser\’' 

W“ Smith 

k 

We have had but little sport at the Races, but 1 have been 
rather on the fortunate Side. 


To G. Caiman lisf 

(heat (Ineeti Sitml 

Lincolns Inn Fields 
London 

Free 

\ 

C Davers 
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From J. Sionhouse. * 


Dear Sir 

1 AM truly concern’d to acquaint you, that M" Powell died 
this Evening at seven o’ th’ Clock : I write this by M'” Pow^*l^s 
Desire, whose Distress is very great indeed. I hope M ' Coleman 
is well, & am. Sir, 

Your very humble Serv’ 

J Stoniiouse 

Bristol July 


Pr S. I make no Doubt of your being a Friend to the Widow 
& the Fatherless, & that you wUl immcdiatelif take every 
prudent Caution to secure them in their Property, & prevent 
her Share in the House from being sold. She will be happy in 
having you for her Counsellor, and Protector. 


To George Caiman Esq' 


* “ Sir James Stonliduscy a pious and worthy baronet, originally a physician, and 
ailerwards a divine.” Gen. Biog, Diet, — He died, at Bristol- Wells, in 1 7J)5. 
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From Joseph Reed, * 


Dear Sir, 

1 MOST sincerely condole with you on the death of poor Powell, 

« 

as 1 am convinc’d it is an Incident, that will greatly affect you. 
Frdm some late favorable Accounts of his Disorder, I was in 
great hopes, of his Recovery ; but as'Fate has determin’d other- 
wise, we must submit. 

i 

1 have this afternoon bedn warmly advis’d by a I'riend to en- 
deavour to purchase the Share of y"^ deceas’d Colleague in the* 
Property of Coventry Garden Theatre ; but as it is so hazardous 
an Undertaking, I am resolv’d not to proceed in the affair with- 
out your Advice, nay let me add without your Concurrence. A 
theatrical Connexion with you were 

a Consummation 
Devoutly to be wish’d, 

as from a Consciousness of your Integrity, & the Rectitude 
of your Manageilient, I am convinc’d it would be iny Inclin- 

* This gentleman U recorded as Iteed the llcpr-Makcr. He writ several Pieces fur 
the Stage; among them is the Tragedy of Dido, by which he is best known : — this 
play was revived for tlm late John Palmer'a benefit, at Drury Lane, in the year 1 797. 
Mrs. Siddons, on this occasion, octeil Dido, 
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atibn as»well as Interest to 'continue your fast Friend & Ally ; 
but I would not even think of such a Purchase, unless my being 

a Partner in the Property would be agreeable to M" Colman. 

• • 

As thcilefore JM'^Powell’s theatrical Property will, in all Like- 
lyhood,*be dispos’d off, I could wish you would favour me with 
your Sentiments on the occasion. If I can have the Prefereace, 
I should endeavour to make the Bargain advantagfous to M“ 
Powell, by an Annuity besides the stipulated Price. 


As 1 have thus freely unbosom’d my Intention, I have only to 
desire of you to keep the Subject of this Letter a Secret. 1 
should not have made so recent an application, if 1 had not been 
assur’d by my friend there was no time to be lost. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

y' sincere Friend, & 
most obed' h.ble Serv' 
Jos. Reed 


Sun Tavern fields, London : 
July 6. 1769 


P. I desire my best Compliments to your good Lady. 

(At tlic end of this letter, appears, os a Memorandum, in M' Colman’s hand- 
writing, — “ no Sale.”) 


U • 
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From Charles Holland,* 

Dear Colman 

I HAVE shed more Tears over your Prologue this motning than 
ever I shed over any Part in my Life — Ido assure you it affects me 
so Strongly that I am apprehensive I shall not be able to give it 
utterance - 4 - 1 suppose I shall be applied to by all the Printers 
here for a Copy to Print by but shall part with none till I have 
your Directions about it — there is a Prospect of a Vast House 
on Friday which gives a most heartfelt ])leasure to 

f much oblig’d H"'' Serv' 

Cha' Holland - - 

Bristol « 

AVcdneschiy 12'*' July. 


* ‘‘ Charles Holland was a pupil of Mr. Garrick, under whose tuition he maile some 
jiroficieiiey, and when lluil gentleman left London to make the tour of Italy for liis 
health, w^as wdth Messrs. Geo. Garrick, Lacy, dnd Powell, acting manager. lie was 
very useful, a^d hfd 'great requisites for a capital jierformer — a iinc appearance, a 
strong melodious articulate voice, and a good understanding; in short, he was a 
fuvoiv ite with the public, oi* wdiich by industry and application lie rendered himself 
worthy. Holland introduced Powclt to Garrick, and though Powell was^his rival 
and superior, those actors were friends through life.” — The Prologue, here men- 
tioned, wra» written by the elder Colman, on the occasion of Powell’s death. 
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. From David Ross. ' 


Birmingham 9^ Sepf^ G9 

Colman 

1 Received yours at Stratford but had no opportunity of an- 
swering it tlien therefore write from my first Stage on bad paper 
which you must excuse, the only Terms I can or will accept off 
are these an article for five years this 8i four more, four hun- 
dred pounds for the Season the parts 1 Playd at the Theatre 
when I l‘eft it if' f chuse to ]>erform them — I was amazed you 
should think it worth your while to think of an objection, be- 
tween twelve pounds & the money I ask, as you playd Last 
year it was not twelve pounds, ’tis so incctfisiderable that if it was 


* Boss (a misfortune which we often meet,) 

Was last asleep at tlear Statyua’s feet ; 

Statyua, with Iwjr hero to agree, 

Stood on her fi'ct as fast asleep us he.” ^ 

CiiunciiiLL. 

The above Lines contain as much trulli as wit, in respect to Ross's iiidoIcAcc and 
apathy *as an actor. There is a cjuerulous spirit running through this letter, common 
to men of talent (whkli he certainly })ossessed) whose disappointments arise from 
their own neglect and improvidence. 
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not to SatisA’ my Vanity tliat I w?)uld not be sent of. & caild 
on as occasion Sc necessity require; however you are' to study 
for self’ — 1 have fixed my Resolution & nothing but these terms 

I 

can induce me to quit my own little Farm — for niy own part 
1 had rather engage for next Season than this.; Let a Season go 
on to forget M' Powell — however if you want my assistance 
you,know my Terms, write to me to Kdinburgh distinguish me 
me as there are a hundred with David Ross or to the (’astle 
Hill that will do ; I was much amazed at your mentioning Bob 
Bensley in opposition to me I wish Bob well but must say he is 

• t 

more indebted to your ff’rjendship than his own merit for his 
Situation on the Stage he should do Altamont in that Play was 

1 to cast it I intended to get up the 1) ’''-Dealer JNP Yates L 

Touchwood Woodward Brush Shuter S' Pan' Smith & Bob the 
« 

, • 

2 (ientl Harry the 8 ' INlcasurc lor IMcasure Cato Brutus & Bu- 
siness that had not been seen lor some years, these with a Panto- 
mime or a Singing Piece would have been of Some Service — if a 
man is of real use a hundred pounds is no object mi>ch Less 
the Paltry trifle I ask’d but I had my own reasons &. my own 
fieelings which cannot be altered — however I am glad we saw 
one another & renewed our old acquaintance Something may 
Start* up a mad Apprentice & a mad Town is alwa) s gaping for 
Novelty — as I am now on my way the Expence & fatigue of 
returning would be too much for this Season I hope to be in 



149 


London by tlie Beginning \)f April & will Prepare my Private 
matters tu*be disposed of if you can come into ray Terms, if you 
find you dont want.me or the trifle I ask a matter of Conse- 
quence our Treaty ends, k I hope we shall ever continue as 
'friends 1 am D' S' 

Yours Sincerely 

David lloss 

P. S. On Second thought I think it better to wait here the 
return of Post at the Swan 


To 

(jcoi'ifc Q/lman Esf 
Qm'cn Street 

Lincolns Inn JicMs 
. Imdon 


'i'lic Mcnioraudum affixed to tliis letter is, — “ Armcred; — his old terms fot' 
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From Thomas Linley. . 

Bath Oct' 11“ 1770. 

You arc desirous of knowing my real sentiments in regard to 
my Daughters performing in Loudon, therefore 1 will be as plain 
as I can. I*think, as She has acquired a lleputation, I ought to 
have the advantage of lier first performing in London myself: 
and as the ])ublick llooms in London are open to me* upon the 
same Terms as to all other I’crformers, there is a great Proba- 
bility that 1 may get more than the sum M' Tom’s offers, by my 
attempting a (’oncert on my own Account should I determine 
to come to London. It is contrary to my Inclination that my 
Daughter should sing at cither House for the Oratorio’s, or any 


* Mr. Thomaa Linlnj is frc&h in memory, for liis science in niusick, and Iiis taste 
and genius in that com})ositioii wliich is produced by the concord of sweet sounds.” 
1 1 is private character,* also, w^as most respectable; and I here are some traditional 
anecdotes, among his surviving friends, relative! to his pleasant manners, and his hm 
mots. ,Thc Daughter, of whom he writes, was the Miss Linley so much admired for 
her sw'cet singing, and her beauty ; and who became the tirst wife of Richard 
Brimlcij Sheridan^ — It seems, from this letter, that the interests of the Conductors 
of Oratorios, in Ckivcnt Garden, w ere in some sort connected, then, (as they are now,) 
with those of the Tlieatrc. 
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where else in London,, where I am not myself a Principal in the 
Undertaking — for were I properly settled in London, I think 
I ‘could conduct the Business of Oratorios myself, whenever an 
Opportunity offered lor *inc to attempt it ; therefore I do not 
relish thg giving the prime of my Daughters Performance to sup- 
port the schemes of others : (you desired I would speak my 
mind — I do so — but you may suppose I should not cliuse that 
this should pass your own Breast) but notwithstanding this, as 
you seem so strenuous that I should engage w''‘ them. If Af 
Tom’s will "ivc me 200 (xuineas, and a clear Benefit, lor w''' mv 
Daughter ’shall have' the choice of any Oratorio that has been 
before performed she shall come — otherwise I think it most to 
my advantage to take my chance whenever 1 come to London. 

In regard to engaging. Iicr as an Actrests I shall never do that, 
unless it were to ensure to myself and Family a solid Settlement, 
by being admitted to purchase a share in the Patent on reason- 
able Terms, or something adequate to this, either of w''' 1 per- 
ceive no probability of obtaining — and I shall never lay mysell' 
at the mercy of my Children, especially when their very Power 
of being of service to me depends so entirely upon Chance — 

AF (larrick is in Bath — I have had some Overtures from him, 
w '■ I declined, without coming to an Explanation, for I never 
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shall engage my Daughter upon the Stage as an actress upon 
any other sort of Terms than those I have spoken of, 'and W"'' I 
should not have mentioned, as you may think them Impertinent, 
but that you requested to know my real sentiments upon this 
Subject w‘‘' you now do, and may believe that I shall be always ‘ 
ready to any thing in my Power to oblidge you as far as is 
consistent w^'' the Duty I owe to myself & Family & that I am 
very respectfully S' your most 

Obed* Hble Serv^ 

Tho* Linley 

My Wife & Family desire their Resp" to M'’ Colman & your- 
self — 1 shall be much oblidged to you for a Line in answer to 
this as soon as convenient 

To 

George Cohnan Jisq' 

Great (^iicen S‘ 

Lincolns Jnn fields 
London 
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From Charley Macklin, * 


Sii’ 

Jr you think that I, as an Actor, together with the use of the 
Farce of Love a la mode, can be of any Service to Covent Ciar- 
den TJieatre, I ani ready to treat with you about au Agreement 
on the same Footing on which other Actors usually engage, or 
if you could point out a rnaiiiier of engaging with rne, more 
agreeable in your Judgement to the Interest of your Theatre than 

t 

tliis that I propose I am ready to treat with you, and Shall be 
obliged to you I’or your Answer as Soon as Conveniency will 
permit 

r am 

Sir 

Oct' 12'>' 1770 your humble Serv* 

JaniL-s Street Covent Garden CHARLES MaCKLIN 

J'o 

George Colman Esqr 


* Tliere is little to be told of this histrionick veteran that has not been told over 
and over again. Wliafcvcr may be necessary to say of him, in illustration of sub> 
sequent letters, will be given. 


X. 
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lioiif'h Copy of Amivcr to the above from G. Col man. 


Sir, 

TiiEiii-; are, T think, many objections to an Agreement witli 
you bn the same footing on wliidi other actors usually engage. 
Your last Agreement at our Theatre was for twenty nights in 
one Season, at the rate of •£ 20 p' night and a benefit paying the 
usual Charge; for which you' engaged to perform in Love a la 
mode, and any other pieces, and to produce two new Farces, 
allowing for a proportionable deduction from the number of 
nights, in case of the failure of one or both of your new pro- 
ductions. — 1 am ready to treat with you on the same terms, 
or to give you an answer to any other proposals, when I know 
the particulars. 
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From Charles Macklin. 


In answer to iny proj)osals to you on the 12'' Ins' you tell me 
— there are many objections, you think, to an agreement with 
me on the Same Footing on which other actors usually engage. 
I own 1 am surprized at tliis way of thinking on a Subject So 
verv clear *as it appears to me. for your Books csin shew that 1 
Inoiight to your Theatre, in ten Nights acting, between Tour and 
five hundred Pounds more than iNI' Bowel & JIF' Yates in the 
same number of nights, tho they both acted together, and 1 am 
confident that I can now. bring more’ money than any of the Per- 
foriilers that now belong to it, exclusive of a new l*antoinimc or 
the attraction ol' a new Piece being added to their Performance, 
and in that Case Experience daily shews that it is not the actor’s 
Performance that has So much the Power of filling the House as 
the novelty that is added to it. Now Sir this advantage of no- 
velty, which can be had only at a great Expence, my Performance 
will not need, as I can from acting in tho Plays in ordinary* use, 
and from my own llesourcc as a writer produce more money to 
a theatre on the nights I act than any other actor or Actors or 

X 2 
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Performers of any kind whatever that can now be hired in Eng- 
land. 1 his assertion is not from vanity, but from fair Argument 
drawn from Experience, & which is demonstrable to a moral cer- 
tainty. But to prove that I speak as I think, I will urge an ar- 
gument that can admit of no doubt — I will give 1801. for the 
House for as many nights as we shall agree upon for me to act, 
which I think is more than any other Performance can now pro- 
duce at Covent Garden Theatre. Now Sir this being a lair State 
of my Case as to my utility I must confess that I am at a loss to 
find out a Single objection against your Agreeing with me on the 
same footing on which other actors usually engage. T wish you 
had thought it proper to have particularized your objections, for 
then I might have answered them ; or perhaps they might have 
been removed ; or at least So adjusted as to have brought about 
an Agreement to our Mutual Satisfaction, and lor these Beasons 
I shall take it as a Favour if you will let mo Sec your objections 
on Paper ; — or precisely say whether or no you will agree with 
me on the Same Footing on which other Actors usually engage, 
for if you have already determined on that Point in the Negative, 
no Reasoning of any advantage whatever to your Theatre 

f 

from my being admitted into it on that Footing can have any 
weight with you. therefore I think a precise declaration on that 
Point is necessary to prevent any farther Trouble about it. for 
as that is the mode of Agreement I chuse I should be glad to 
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have it« settled one way or •the other, before I speak upon any 
other Polht 

1 am Sir 

your humble Serv* 

Charles Macxlin 

Oc\' 16. 1770 

1 must apologize lor not answering your Letter Sooner* but 
other extraordinary Business engrossed both my Tiipe & atten- 
tion which prevented me. 

To . 

('olnm Tsf 
l^^rcal (liwcn stml 
near 

Lincolns’In-Fklds, 
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From William Kennck.* 


As my only motive lor writing for the Stage is profit, you rightly 
judge that the delay hinted at in your Letter will be extremely 
inconvenient ; as even the greater importance of my other pur- 
suits renders the aid of my literary gains altogether necessary. 
This is so particularly the case at present, that I could have been 
cx)ntent never to trouble the theatre with any production ol inine 
again, had it been practicable to have got on niy Oj)cra with ari) 
success this or the next Season. The disappointment tlierelpre 
is the more sensible, as I have many rcjisons against oftering it 
the other house, hail 1 time or inclination to waste it on sucli 


* A«jnV/- seems to Jinve been a bilious cluiracter, — rcpcatctlly attai king men 
more intellectual ly tlian himself^ and taking Literary Hulls (such as Dr. 

Johnson, and others,) by the hornr.. This Author, says the liitijrnqihiu Dnniuifica, 
“ witlj, considerable abilities, was neither happy nor successful. Few persons were 
ever less respected hy the world, still iewer have crentc«l so many enemies, or ih'0))ped 
into the grave so little regretted by their contemporaries.” The Opera he nienlion% 
in this letter, cannot now be sisccrtainnl. 
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f f 

application. — If you have an opinion good enough of the piece 
as to tliink it worth any thing at present, as my future avocations 
in life will in all probability be of a very different turn, I would 
be glad to give up my right & title to it, for a very trifle time 
than a 5d»g. Otherwise I must leave it to time & chance, as an 
uiifortunato offs])ring turned adrii’t i()r want of abilities in its pa- 
rent to support it. J should have waited on you myself, wgre I 
not confined to my room by indisposition. As soon as I go out, 
will do myself that pleasure & 

am S' 

obedient humb Ser’ 

W. Kenkick 


Warwick Street (ioldi'ii Sejuare. 
next door to a (lliizior. 

7'w G. Colman 

Great (^tmi S‘ 

Lincolns inn Fields 
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Jrmer, 


Sir, 

1 .am extremely sorry to find that the unavoidable delay is 
likely to prove so inconvenient to you, & should be still more con- 
cerned if it induced you to forego any advantages to which you 
might otherwise be entitled ; But it is not in my power to arrange 
matters in any other mann.er than as I mentioned in my last, 
nor would I on any consideration be instrumental to your waving 
those advantages on the Terms which you ofier. 

1 am S' 

25 Mar. 1771 — 


To Kcnrick 
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From William Kenriclc. 

• 

M' Kenrick presents his compliments to Colman, requests 
his acceptance of a printed copy of his lecture. — Has beAi con- 
fined at home by tlic gout, or should have waited on M' Ck]4man, 
about settling the parts of his Opera, for the better guide of the 
composers. — is obliged to AF Colmaii for the hints he was 
pleased tp give him, of which he has taken care to profit, as 
M' Colpian intended, & will do hinlself the pleasure of waiting 
on him in a few days. 

Hilaries Street 

S* James’s Scjuare. 

To 


Af '■ Caiman 



162 


From Catherine Clive. ’ 


Twickenham April / \‘2. 1771 

.Sir 

I i|OPE you heard, that I Sent ray Servant to town to Inquire 
hou you did j indeed I have been greatly Surprisd and Sinccrly 
Concernd for your unexpected Distress j there Is Nothing Can 
be said upon these Melancholly occations To a person of under- 
standing, fools Can not feel people of Sence mws/, and will and 
when they have Sank their Spirits till they are ill, will find 
that Nothing but Submission Can give any (!!onsolation to In- 
eveitable mis$fbrlunes 


There is much kindness of heart, and soundness of underbianding, in this ill- 
spelt letter o^Kate Clive^ which was written on the death of my mother : — Mrs. Clive 
had retired from the Stage ten or eleven years before this period, to a charming resi - 
dence, near the banks of the Thames, belonging to Horace Walpole, and adjacent 
to his villa at Stcawberry Hill. 

“ First, giggling, plotting chambermaids arrive, 

Hoydens and roni])s, led on by GenVal Clive* 

In spite of outward blemishes she shone, 

For Humour lamed, and Humour all her own &c. &c. 

Ciiunc'iijLL. 



163 


*1 shall be cxtrejimly glad to See you, and think it woud be 
vety right* if you woud Come and Dine hear two or three Days 
in a week it will Change the Sceen and by the Sincerity of your 
Wellcome you May fancy your Sell’ at home 

1 am Dear Sir 

Your obliged hum. Servant 

C : Clive 

A 


To 

Gro, Coirman 

llirJnnovd. 


Ffom Williarti Smitii. 

Dear Sir 

I THINK 1 told you when I saw you last that I was under a ne- 
cessity of determining my Engagements very shortly. I am now 

■ • 

reduc’d to give a positive Answer in four days. If It does not 
suit YOU to come to a conclusion with me in that time, I shall be 
obligd to accept of an offer in another place. As I have wish’d 
to give you the preference I iiope you will do me the justice of 
acquitting me of either hurrying you, or dealing with you ip 
an underhand or disrespectful manner ; I cannot accept of other 

. y 2 
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terms than those I propos’d to you*, so \<fOu’d not take up your 
time improperly. 

lam S’ 

y' \5ery sincere & 

Obed’ HbV. Serv‘ 
VV'. SivfiTir 

Beauf* Build* 

Wednesday. 

7'o 

Gcnrgr Cohuan Estf 
(irrai (\iicni Stird. 


Ajisxccr, 

Dear Sir, 

Last night I received your favour ofyestcrday,wlierein you tell 
me that you cannot accept of other 'i'erms than those you proposed 
to me. The Terms you proposed were an advance of nearly five 
pounds per week in your salary — a demand with which it is not 
in my power to comply. Still however I wish you to continue 
at Covent Garden, and am. Sir, &c. 


G' ‘Qu" S' 

25 May 1771 

Mem. wrong datal 
it was sent the 23'* 
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. From James Love. * 

Richmond June 7''‘ 177*- 

.Dear Sir, 

Many times have I experienced your favours, of which, 1 
tliiuk 1 know myself* well enough to be sure, I never shall be un- 
mindfull ; But that you may be fully convinced o.f what, no 
doubt, you have often observed, that Beggars arc never to be 
satisfied; *I am bold-enough to acquaint you that I have set my 
Heart upon your granting me a further instance of your kindness 
and condescension. 

a 

That this request comes late, permit, me to say I have sub- 
stantial ^Vitncss, w^s merely owing to my being overpersuaded 
tiiat you wou’d treat the matter with contempt and unworthy of 
your acceptance. But some (icntlemen whom 1 know to be 
your sincere friends and wellwishcrs have, since, taught me to 
hope the contrary and emlA)lden’d me to intreat that you will 


* Jlfis ri'al name was Dance ; and he is known as a Drury Lane Actor, who, 
having acquired a go<»d «loal of reputation in the character of Falstqf)] was too apt 
to smack of the 7v// when he performed oilier piU'ts: — against which he 
is cautioned in the liosciad. lie built a new tiieutrc, at Richmond. 
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accept the Freedom of the Richmond Theatre & honour me with 
your patronage and protection. 

t 

Depend upon it, dear Sir, you will exceedingly delight a Per- 
son who has an unfeigned respect for yoii, by stooping to 
receive, as it is meant, this trifling instance of his gratitDde. — 

The obligation must ever rest upon my side, as it is impossible, in 
% 

the confin’d State of our little Theatre, tliat your expence of 
Time can be fully recompens’d. 

I am 

Dear Sir 
Y' much oblidgd 

and most ob' humble Serv' 

.James Love 

P. S. 1 have ordered a proper Medal to be prepar’d ,for 
your use. 


Answer. 


London 10 June )77l 

Dear Sir 

Havino left town before the post came in on Saturday it has not 
been in my power to acknowledge the receipt of your obliging 
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fai^our of the 7‘'' ins’ sooner.* I accept your offer in the same 
spiritj of cordiality & good neighbourhood with which I trust 

it is made, & shall be always happy to prove myself a friend & 

* • 

wellwisher to You & to the llichmond Tlieatrc. 

. Yours &c. 


- From JamcK Paine. 

Bristol Oct' 1771. 

Sir, 

I AM desired bv Doct' Elmer, the Prebend now in office at 
Bristol, to acquaint yop that the two last lines inscribed by you 
to the memory ol’ the late M* Powell have given much offence to 
himself h many others ; he insists on their being struck out 
before .lie leaves this place; or he will have the Monument 
taken ‘down. You will do me the favor to excuse this liberty, 
otherwise by his express 'orders T was to stop my men from 
going on with their work. DoeP Elmer lives in *thc Colledge 
Green. 

I am Sir 

Y' very llumb‘‘‘ Serv‘ 

James Paine 



168 


N B. the Doct' said I was to acquaint jou that theJinesUo 
which he objected were nonsense or something worse. ■ 


George Colman E$f 

in I he great Piazza 
Ciwnt Garden 

Ijondm 


* The I'.pitapii, which so roused the wrath of the Prehendar)', is now insertcil : 
let some (Edipus discover, if he can, tliosc points in it which have sinned against 
religion, and cunimon sense. > 

“ Bristol ! to worth and genius ever just, 

To thee our Powell’s dear remains we trust; 

Soft as the Stream thy sacred Springs im])art, 

The milk of human kindn(>ss warmed his heart, 

That heart which cv’ry tender feeling knew’, 

Tlic soil where pity, love, and friendship grew. 

Oh! letafaitliful friend with grief sincere 
Inscribe his tomb, and drop the hcurt-felt tear. 

Here rest his praise, here found his noblest fame I 
— All else u bubble, and an empty name !” 

Could Doctor Elmer possibly conceive that Religion was implied to be a hutdilt, 
because it is not specifically mentioned, in the Epitaph, among Powell’s virtues? 
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From George Colman, to Doctor Elmer. 


Sir 

The Dean of Bristol having granted his permission f(tr the 
putting up a jMoniiment to the Memory of the late Ar Powell, I 
have hef'ii exceedingly surprised at the receipt of a Letter 
from the »Stal nary, AL I’aine, written (as he pretends) by your 
directioii, tolling me that “ the ‘Inscription has given great 
offence to you and many others, the two last Lines being 
Nonsense, or something worse.” If they arc not nonsense 
I am afraid they arc at least obscure, having render’d my 
meaning, which I thought obvious, so liable to misinter- 
pretation. Such as they arc, however, thc?y must stand or 
fall with the rest, for I am resolved to give them no correction 
or alteriition, tho’ ever so minute, lest 1 should appeUr to plead 
guilty to the Charge of having intended something worse than 
nomcnuc. Benevolence and Christian (’harity are A'irtues which 
Religion is able to plant in the most barren soil, as well as (o cul- 
tivate & improve in the richest. Every other j)retence to merit 
I have consider'd as an empty claim, & for these virtues only 

z 
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have I celebrated my departed friend ; purposely avoiding the 
slightest commendation of his great excellence in his profejssion. 
In this light the Lines have .been generally understood in 
London, and, even after the severe strictures on them at Uristol. 
I am still utterly at a loss to ('oinprchcnd how they could 
possibly give oficnce or be inis-construed. 

I am, Sir, 

your most obedient humble servant, 

G. Coi.MAN. 

Covent Garden 
28“* Oct' 1771 


From the Dean of Bristol. 

The Dean of Bristol’s Comp*' wait on M’ Colman, & acquaints 
him, that' in the Morning Chronicle & London Advertiser, of 
Nov" Y 15"‘ are two Paragraph’s equally abusive of M' Colman 
& the Dean. • The Card, in the Dean’s name, is a Lye, from the 


Relative, it is supposed, to the abovementioned epitaph. 
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beginning, to the End. wishes to see M' Colman, to consult 
what steps arc proper to be taken^ to find out the Author, 
di* to punish the printer ibr the Lies he has published. 


S* Andrews Saturday Ni^lil No^’" 1C'‘ 


From J. Ferguson, 


Sir, 

1 iiAVi: been several times at your House, but have not 
been able to fiml you at home ; I havy therefore (to avoid the 
slightest imputation of* Ingratitude, to the Man who has been 
so iiistruinental in the rrescrvatioii of my Life) taken this method 
of returning you my most sincere and hearty Thanks lor your 
gcncrorus ("arc and Humanity at my late unhappj* Fall into 
tlie Pit at your Theatre, and during my illness — and at the 
same time to assure you of my Sorrow at the*Dcstr.uction of the 
Glass Chandelier by that accident. 

z 2 
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With a due Sense of your lleneyolcnce, 1 pray God for the 
Preservation of your Health, and that your Under, voiirs to 

I* 

please the Town may exceed your most sanguine Expectations. 
1 remain, 

Kind Sir, 

Your much obliged, 

and most obedient Servant, 

J. Ekruuson. 

S' Martin’s Lano, 

Nov. 20, 1771. 

( 

4 

P. S. 1 am now so well recovered as to be able to attend 
my Business as usual. 


George Colman Ftscf 
(yOvenl Ganhit Piazza 
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Frcm William O'Brien. 


Winterston. Aug* 31“ 
1772. 

iVfy <loar Sir, 

m 

After having oxhausted all my ideas upon the subject, 1 
return you my Farce, and christen’d as you suggested — the 
Title <)l‘ (toss rurjioses is a much better one than the first, and 
you rclio\*’d me IVoih an anxiety by it which f cannot express. [ 
have a?so taken your advice and cut it into two Acts, at the 
place you jiroposed, I hope you will think as well of it as before. 

I had wrote a Scene between (iruh and his Wife to conclude the 

■ 

first act, hut as it was *)f the AlteVcatiVt; kind T, upon reading 
the whole, thought it better to leave it as it is. You will find 


^ “ Ilis first appojirancc wjis at* Drury Lano Theatre, in the year 1758, in the 
part of lirazrn ; and iii eliarac ters of that class hL\arrived at a high degree 

of reputalioii. After continuing on the Stage about six years, howtwer, he witlidrcw 
altogether from a tlu'atrical lile.” Bio^, Drain, — lie was well descended, and 
inarrial into a noble family, Ol’ his two Dramas, the Farce of Cross Purposes (re- 
duced now to One Act) is still a Stock Piece; ins Comedy, intitlcd the DueU was 
unsuccessful. ^ 
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some additions sprinkled quite through it, and those I leave, as 
1 do indeed the whole, intiroly at your mercy. JL)o Tvith it as 
you please — You will find that 1 have not made many omis- 
sions, and shall I tell you why — I must frankly own to you 
that my feelings upon it are so many &, so various that I can’t 
trust myself. Sometimes 1 am so pall’d with it that 1 think it 
sad stuff, & at other times I am so pleas’d with it that I can- 
not help thinking every word in its place and important in the 
highest degree — this may be very ridiculous but its \ ery true — 
veto: voces eliciuntur peclore ab imo. perhaps you may have felt 
something like this yourself. ‘ 

I 

1 think that many cuts need not be made untill it comes into 
rdliearsal, as often what reads but indifferently will come pleas- 
ingly enough from tlie mouth of a judicious Actor : beside that 
I think it rather short as it is for two acts, tho’ 1 may be mis- 
taken, and indeed it had much better be thought too short 
than too dull for representation. If you can prevail upon 
Woodward to take Chapeau, 1 think it wotild be of great 
service to the piece, it is not so worthy of him as I could wish, 
but 1 think w”' his acting must have a very good effect pro- 
vided he docs not drawl as abominably as he too often does, 
he ought to be made a very good ^figure — w”’ a great deal of 

I 

hair, in paper, turn’d up behind w"' a large comb — macaroni 
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waistcoat & powdering short jacket — & slippers down at heel, 
as to the resemblance to High Life, I can only say that as the 
humour of the whole don’t turn, upon it, it ought not to have 
weight, as this is the best way of making use of Servants — and 
if you will draw them as they are you will find them frequently 
resembling each other. Dyer I think I mention’d for the other 
whose name I have chang’d as I recollect to Dapper somewhere 
or other — IVarisfer 1 think better chang’d for Comol. Yates 1 
think will support (irub well as his testy petulant manner is so 
peculiar to himself. jM ' Green should be dress’d vulgarly and 
ridiculously genteel ; in my opinioo the Ladies on the Stage 
don’t suflicicutly consider the truth of character in that respect, 
the 1 louse ]\Iaid you will give to any body you think can be naive 
& simple enough to say her little with the insignificant manner 
that belongs to it. Th*e Three Brothers Persons should be con- 
trasted — the eldest most sturdy & swarthy to answer his de- 
scription &. the second fair — T hope you will do me the honor 
to write' a few lines to usher me to the Town, and mention this 
as being my first attempt -7- after what flourish you please. 1 

beg you will let me know when you put it into rehearsal that I 

■ 

may sec one or two of the most perfect, as I am sure I shall be 
in such a Fidget I shall not be able to resist coming to sec my 
fate. I can easily go from your House into some of the Boxes 
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without being noticed — beside clidsing to avoid the Diciei'* 
hie esi in case of a disappointment, I am afraid of givrng offence 

a 

to my best friend Lady Ilchester, who is the best woman in the 
world but very riligious and prejudiced in many particulars. 


r. 

I take an opertunity of some things going to Town tomorrow 
to Lord Ilchesters to send the Manuscript there, where it shall 
be order’d for delivery to the person who’ comes for it from 
M' Colman — 

1 am, My dear Sir, with the greatest regard, 

y' most obed Ser\vint 

\V'’0’11bie.n. 


To 

George Cohian Esg'' 
Covetit Garden 
London 


* Query — Dieitw ? 
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From William Smith. 


s- 

Srxci; \vu parted 1 have most imparliallif stated our Case to a 
verv sensible friend wlio is clearly of Opinion, that unless you 
mean dishonorably, you cannot hesitate in giving me your 
Answer? nevertheless You shall not be distress’d for y" Play 
{oinor/ow. 

1 am. 

I'Vidav V ' verv H ” Serv’ 

W. Smith. 


S’ 

To be charged with meaning dishonotira^i/, for that is your 
expression, by one who has departed from his Agreement, while 
I liave religiously adhered to mine, is pleasant indeed. Why do 
you fear my impartiality in stating this Case to your friends ? 


A A 
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11’ you proceed as you have threatefi d, I ■ have no doubt’wherVJ 
the dishonour will begin. 


CoV Garden 
30 Oct' 1772. 


I tun Sir . 

Your most hble Serv*. 

« 

G. COLMAN 


From William Smith. * 


D' Sir 

Von or I or both of us*are unluckily ap< to misunderstand one 
another, & what has been meant well has been misinterpreted, 
this is certainly the case with regard to my last Letter, which was 
literally design’d to make every thing as easy to you, as my ill 
state of Health wou’d admit of. 1 had a message from IM'. 


" From Smith’s rcstle-ssnciw as an Aefor, the inunagor sceiii!) to have had a Jack) 
escape from him as u Parliur ; which he proposed to become, on the report of 
Powell’s death. Sec a former letter from Smitli. 
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Vounger on Wednesday night, that you were resolv’d on having 
Jane Shore on Fridav at all Events & if I was not well enough 

to play Hastings, you wou’d liave done it without me. Well 

• • 

knowing, that Performers are not ready to play a Part on such 
occasions, & resign it again, I made an offer of giving it up. 
Thus what 1 meant for your Ease is turn’d to my disadvantage ; 

& wliat was meant for my Own, }’ou tell me is beneath me ; 

0 

which was my declaring 1 was sorry you cou’d not accomplish 
getting a Hastings. T solemnly declare I had neither a vain or 
an invidious meaning In it ; which you are pleas’d to charge me 
with. H*T recollect my slrain, at least Part of it was civil, where 
1 acknowledg’d, as F over shall, y readiness to oblige me when I 
have wish’d to be excus’d from business. This alone ought to 
])ri‘vcnt me from writing in an improper Strain & I intended it 
shou’d ; neither can 1 recollect giving any hint that y’ Em^uiries 
cou’d give offence. Indeed I did not expect any, never having 
as yet been honor’d with them. Put I was gone to Salt Hill 
where no ei](|uiries but by Post cou’d reach me, nor cou’d I think 
them necessary being determin’d to return to Town, the moment 
1 was well enough to attend even a llehearsal. One thinff vou 
must give me leave to add, which was an Idea that you might 
have another Hastings in View as my Name was not advert is\l 
at the Time that M” Hartly’s was ; a C’oinpliment, which at 
Drury Lane, is never refus’d a Capital Performer; but this you 

.A A 2 
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arc to judge of & determine. I really slioii-’d not have mttnti()ii'’d 
this, had you not hurt me by putting a wrong construction upon 
what I never meant shou’d offend you & I am really sorry it ever 
did. 


1 am, S', 


V' most Hhlc Serv’ . 


VV. Smith. 


Ucauf ' Build*. Sunday 


I am (tho not quite well) ready to perform to-morrow 
M' Caiman , 


From Oliver Goldsniiih. * 


Dear Sir 

1 entreat you’l relieve me from that state of su.spense In which 
I have been kept for a long time. Whatever objections you have 


* The much celebrated Goldsmith : — Tlie Comedy in qycBtion, here, is “ She 
Stoops to Conquer” which succeeded greatly. 
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made or shall make to my^ilay 1 will endeavour to remove and 
not arguo< about them. To bring in any new judges either of its 
merit or faults I can never submit to. Upon a former occasion 
when my other play was before M'. Garrick he olFcred to bring 
me before JNT. Whitehead’s tribunal but 1 reliiscjil the proposal 
willi hnlignation ; 1 hope I shall not experience as hard treai- 
nient I'rom you as from him. I have as you know a large sum of 
money to make up shortly ; by accepting my play I can readily 
satisfy my C’reditor that way, at any rate I must Icok about to 
some c,ertainty to be jircjiareil. Ft)r (iod sake take the play aiitl 
let us mAkc the best of it, and let mo have the same measure at 
least wliich you have given as bad ])lays as mine. 

I am your liiend 

and servant 

OiJVEK Goldsmith. 


(J.vfi/rr Caiman Esq’^ 


Frmn WiUiavi Smith. 


Aug : O' 


S' 


Apteu the many disagreements betwixt Colman & me, He 
may perhaps wish to decline a Correspondence with me, I there- 
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fore beg leave as I am totally disengaged from all Tliijatrioal 
C’onnections, through you to offer my Services to the«TVIanagers 

I 

of Covent Garden Theatre, & have the Honor to be, S', 

Y" most Obcci' & 
sincere Uble; Serv' 
W. Smith. 

I beg to be favord with a Line under Cover 

To the rcv'‘ M' Renet 
Aldeburg 
iSuH'olk. 

I This letter was ailtlressed to Mr. Harris.) 


From Charles MackHn. 

ft 

f 

l) Sir 

I HAVE just received a Species of Irish female Garniture whicli 

accompanies this note. 1 think it has Some fancy in .it, tlio 

manufactured in Ikrotia. it consists ol* Seven Yards, enough foi- 

two gowns, or one Saque & Petticoat, I have often tried at 

Compliments to the fair Sex, but not finding myself happy at 

that kind of Eloquence I have taken my leave of it for some 

years. I request that you will dispose of this TrifHe in your 

« 

houshold, and that you will b’e so kind as to exercise your (ie- 
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niils, in* my namcy on ' this occasion in apologic Compliment ik 
Perswasion, which will much oblige 

■ yours,. 

as you would have him, 

CllAULES MaCKLIK 


August 7“' • 773 


P : S : 1 liopc you are, in the midwife Phrase, as well as can 

1)0 exjtected in your (^nidition. 1 hope you arc near your time. 
Apollo Send you a good hour. * 1 have had a disagreeable one 

lately — my Son unexpectedly, iinpixjfitably, & unwelcome, rc- 
turnd frdtn the East-Indies in disgrace, & Justly, for being a 
bon vivaiit and guilty of all the idle Consequences of that im- 
incixantile, it indeed as he has managed it, ungentleman-like 
('haracter. I was proud Of his Employment in that honourable 
Service, as it is capable, by an assiduous & faithful discharge 
of that Trust, ol’ furnishing great Knowledge & dignity of mind, 

ol' rewarding tin; man with wealth and honour. I was proud 

■ 

of the Parts nature had given him, & of the Cultivation I be- 


* Froni tlic iliitc ol‘ this letter, tlie Comedy, with which my father was then preg- 
nant, must have been the Man (f linsiness ; not the most thriving of his literary 
children. 
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stowed upon them j I was confident of his assiduity it "Success, 
& loved liim to a paternal pitch of Zeal — now Judge of my 

I 

State of mind. 1 was the happiest I am now the most per- 
turbed Father in this liand. I can not eat, I have not S]e})t this 
week 1 can not read, nor remember ; & tho Justice has* disgraced 
him, Still he is mine, — & 1 think 1 Shall Still be happy in him 
— fur he has a fine understanding, & is Sick in bed with Self- 
disgrace Si Penitence — which must reform — or kill him. which 
is my only comfort. * 

My Chains are forged ready for putting on, this unhappy In- 
cident has prevented my Seeing you. — I find paternel affection 
& Philosophy make a most unequal ('onflict. nature will not he 
defied, she must have her way or make her Exit. — you are a 
Father, may you be a happy one — I pity the Character. — espe- 
cially if the Fool is proud & fond, 

To 

George Cdman Jistf 


* Macklin has been thought, by many, to be a man of Jittic feeling: — but, surely, 
his esntinicnts of paternal tenderness (so naturally here express’d) come from the 
heart, and arc very afiecting. 
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From William Smith. 


Aug: 

Lciston 

Dear Sir 

Ircc'y" favor this Morning. Youi genteel man»*er ot com- 
plying with my last proposal has much oblig’d me. I am doubly 
happy this affair is finish’d, for I am persuaded y" Partners wou’d 
have triumph’d in our separation, aS they bear me no good will 
for (what they call) deserting a Cause which, in fact, I never 
espous’d. 

t 

m 

In answer to the Business you mention’d I shoud have no 
objection to Mosca, had I not been in possession of the part of* 
Volponc for these 5 years, & rehears’d it twenty times while 
Woodward was in y ' Company, As you have sent it to Ross, 
1 coil’d wisl\. to be out of the Play, & instead of Mosca, employ’d 


* This alludes to misunderstandings between the Proprietors of Covent Garden 
Theatre, which were ultimately subjects for legal dedsion. 

? B 
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ill a longer Part in the Epicocnc — which I hear is much imfirovM 
under y' hand : I am D" S', witli great truth 

y very sincere & obed' Serv' 
W Smith 

To 


(i. Cohnan Esfjr 

Chrat (iiinn »S‘ 

Lincolns Inn Fields 
Ijondon 


From the Same. 


Ldsion Hall, Scj»l^ J • . 

s 

Having left M' Beliefs some time I did not receive y' Ijettcr 
till the 20"' Aug : It was then incumbent on me (before I gave an 
Answer) to communicate the Contents to those Friends who have 
supported me through Life, who insist on my not accepting worse 
terms from you th^n I was engag’d for in my former agreement. 
If therefore you mean by “ ray late Salary” what I did receive &. 
not thd advance you had agreed to. It is out of my power to take 
it : nor do I think it liberal in you to offer it j As I cou’d not. 
Had you been ever so distress’d for a performer, had the con- 
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science to have ask’d .more* from you than the Salary settled be- 
twixt us before. 

As to y" new Ally, It is a nice circumstance. There is cer- 
tainly Business enough for both of us without either being 
injur’d ; & indeed more than any One Actor can go through. 
Manage this point with Candor & Delicacy & and so far from 
murmuring, I shall, be pleas’d with it. 

In resj)ect to our disagreements, I shou’d have expected you 
wtui’d luKe been ingenuous enough to have suppos’d y self re- 
sponsible ibr part ol' tl>em: but Be that as it may, shoud we be 
again connected, All that has pass’d disagreeable betwixt us 
must be mutually & entirely forgotten, or we must gp out & 
settle our differences like men & gentlemen, for I will not bo on 
ill terms with you again. 1 must therefore beg if you cannot 
receive me hearlily & cordially (as I will you) yOd will decline 
all treaty with me at once, for better is a dinner of herbs & 
Content than a stall’d ox and strife. 1 am not apt to quote 
the Bible, but as peacemaking is the Business ’tis not mal 
a propos. 

Now S' if these matters can be adjusted to our mutual satis- 
faction, Let us sliake hands & drown all remembrance of former 

0 ]) 2 
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feuds in a Bottle of Claret : for tho’ hot & Passionate,, when 
once the Olive Branch is held out to mo I have no rQ^entment, 
uj)on Honor. I am setting out for Newmarket, shall return 
thro’ Hertfordshire, so if you please to give mo a Line It will 
find me at Balph Winter’s Esq' Bishop Stortford Herts. , 

I am S', 

Y‘ very Hble Serv' 

W ’ Smith. 


Gcargf Caiman Esfjr 

Cfmmt Gai'den 
London^ 


Frmn the Same. 


S' 

1 AM this moment come to Town & meant to see you. In the 
opinion of the most impartial y' last Letter tends much more to 
inflame than abate our disagreement. I held out the Olive 
Branch to you, & cannot conceive that anything in my Letter 
deserved the illnature & incivility you have returnd me. I' will 
make no other comment on it, as I still wish * tctii^t you on 
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good terms & in good- humour, ’tis said you intend to banish me 
Iron) the^jtage: but as you assure me you wish to see me rein- 
stated on it I will. not believe the report; & most solemnly 
declare I hope I never shall see a disturbance in the Theatre 
again oil my Acq', but the Public will ever take the part of y' 
oppress’d. I have no thought or inclination of calling them to 
judge betwixt us. & wou’d wish our differences might be referr’d 
to some mutual Friend. In the mean time I again oiter to 
return to my Business on the same terms 1 had before agreed 
with you for. you told me some time ago you thought my Salary 
inadeijuate to my Labours & promis’d mo to speak to the gentle- 
men concern’d with you to make me an additional consideration. 

.As y‘ Theatre will not open for above a week, I still hope our 
disagreements may be ended hajipily & once more offer to join 
on terms of Peace & good manners, if I cannot on better. 

I am. S', 

V' very II'’‘ Serv‘ 

VV. Smith. 


1 am in Beaufort Buildings & shall stay in Town. 

Saturday 1 r* Sept' 

Excuse this peper as I have no better by me. 


G. Cdman Jisqr 
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Answer. 


Sir, 

Afteu your pronouncing my last letter to be ill-natured & 
uncivil, a further Comment was certainly needless. I did not 
mean it should appear either ; tho’ I cannot think the epistle, to 
which it was an answer, tended to inspire good humour, or pro- 
duce compliments. 

I am not so careless ol‘ the Property which I am destined to 
superintend, as to wish to banish you Irom the Theatre, to which 
(il you please) you may be so serviceable; but I firmly believe 
that whoever strives to create disturbances in it, will at last 
find that the Publick will give as little encouragement ip cause- 
less turbuience as to tyranny and oppression. Each are e(}uall\ 

destructive of peace and good government. 

. « 

Tlic matter of business between us stands thus. You are 
offered your late salary ; & you recur to an agreement forriierlv 
proposed by mo — an agreem* however which you would never 
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cortipletC, & which you have since again & again rejected in the 
most absolute terms. 

1 do not wish to delay bringing matters to a conclusion tor a 
single moment ; but as you consult your friends on every occa- 
sion, you cannot think it improper in me to ailvise with the 
other Managers; & there is not at present one of theyi in 
hondon. llefore I rec’'‘ your letter to-day I proposed being in 
town next hViday ; — yet would have attended you here imme- 
diately but lor the reason just mentioned. 

t# * 

By that day however, or at all events by the day of our opcai- 
ing, I promise to give in our ultimate Ultimatum & hope to 
settle articles of a Definitive Treaty between us. 

I am 

&c 


Kiclimoiul 


Sept. 12. 1773. 
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From William Srdili. 


S' 

I rec' ^'our i'avor & assure you 1 look forward lor peace k 
good’ humour. I cannot give up my Claim of the Advance in my 
Salary, f dont wish to hurry you in your determination. If it 
brings us together, Let us meet cordially & chcarfully without 
retrospect of former disagreements. 

I am, S', 

most hble Serv 

W Smith. 


Ikau' Build' 
Tuesday mom 
So|y U. im. 


George Colmn Etf 
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From the iMagidtraies in Bow Street. 

■ 

The* Magistrates now sitting in Bow Street present their Com- 
pliments to Coleman, and acquaint him that on the Beggar’s 
Opera being given out to be played some time ago at Drury 
Lane Theatre they requested the Managers of that j'heatre not 
to exhibit this Opera, deeming it productive of mischief to So- 
ciety as in their Opinion it most undoubtedly increased the 
Niimbcr»of Thieves, and that the Managers obligingly returned 
for Answer that for that Night it was too late to stop it, but that 
for the future they would not play it if the other house did not. 
Under these Circumstances from a Sense of Duty and the Prin- 
ciples of Humanity the Magistrates make the same request to 
M" Coleman and the rest of the Managers of his Majesty’s Theatre 
Royal Covent Garden ; the same Opera being advertised to be 
played there this Night 

Bow Street 

October 27. 1773 S 


C IC 
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Atmu^er. 


( 

M" Colman presents liis Best llespects to tlie Magistrates witli 
whose Note he has been just honoured, lie has not yet had an 
oppottunity of submitting it to tlie other Managers, but for his 
own part cannot help differing in opinion with tlie JMagistrates, 
thinking that the Theatre is one ol' the very few houses in tlu' 
Neighbourhood that does not contribute to increase the number 
of Thieves. 


Covcnl (Jarden — 
Wodn' Morn" 
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From Henry Woodroard. * 

• • 

Jam Ifi*" 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

r n&oicE that every thing went last night better than you 
expected — every JMeasure you have taken, T should have taken 
had I been in your Situation. — and I look upon myself as*much 
oblig’d to yon lor every Part of your Conduct towards me during 
my Indisposition. — I think with you that it wou’d be indiscreet 
to annouifce my Pefl’ormance, till there is a caiainty of my 
being able to do so — I am now in a fair Way, and I hope 
nothing unforeseen will happen to hinder my speedily shewing 
how willing I am to be, Sir, 

• V' Humble Serv’ 

H. Woodward. 


George Colman Etq‘ 


• The cclehrntcd Comedian. 


C C 
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Frmn William Ramus. 

S' James’s March*30. 177*. 

Dear Sir, 

I waited upon you this Evening, for the purpose of })crsonally 
asking of you what T now do by Line; — Her Majesty wishes to 
have from You, the farewell Epilogue you wrote, & spoken by 
Miss Barsanti last Thursday, if you will let me have it belbre 
three o’ Clock to-morrow I will deliver it to Her; 

I 

1 am Dear Sir 

Your most humbly Affectionate, 

W“ Ramus. 

P. S. 1 am happy at every opportunity ol’ Corresponding 
with you. 


George Culman J'lsiji 


’ A Page to His late Majesty, King George the I'liiuu. 
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From Charles Macklin. * 


Sir 

Accoujjing to my agreement with you and the other Proprietors 
of’ Covent Garden Theatre, my weekly Salary was due last Satur- 
day, which 1 now demand. 

at the Same time I give you notice that 1 am ready to play any 
part that you shall appoint me to play, and to perform my En- 
gagement in every part of it, with you and the other Iroprictois 


* This was wTitten at the period when Macklin had been driven Irom the stage, 
by the piiblick : — he made, 1 have heard, weekly apjdications for his salary, io 
keep his claims upon the Proprietors, relative lo his cngagtiiient >v'ith them, alive. 
He, allerwards, prosecuted those wlio had been most active in his expulsion ; and, 
upon his conduct in disposing of the damages he obtained, Lonl Manslicld* said lo 
him, 1 — “ You have mi mill great apjdamc to daij ; you never acted hettn in yoin 
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of Covent Garden Theatre, whenever you Shall call upon* me Ibr 
that purpose. 

I am Sjr 


May 20“‘ 1 774 
James Street 
Covent Garden 


y' hub'‘ Serv‘ 

ClIAKLES MaCKLIN 


To 

Getm^p Colmnn Esfjr 
Piazza 

Covent Garden 


From Several Actors of Covent Gjarden Theatre, * 


Sir, 

We are extremely concerned at having any occasion to ad- 
dress you on a subject which has for its basis the most 


• Tliis relates to the Institution of the Covent Garden Theatrical Fund lor thee 
Benefit of the decayed Performers. My fatlicr was ofiended at the jealousy of the 
Committee, in rejecting his ofier of kindness, and interference ; and in conse(|uencc 
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distant •supposition of our hkving been wanting in respect or at- 
tention to/M' Col man. — When this Institution was first set on 
foot, it was settled 'as one of the fundamental & irrevocable 

I • • 

rules that no person whatever should be admitted a Member but 
such as \V'cre actually Performers at Covent (harden Theatre, and 
that tlh? Trustees and Committee should be chosen from them 

only. M' Heard, at that time, tlie acting Manager, being also 

# 

a Periormer, was admitted as a weekly contributor, & chosen a 
trustee, merely in that situation, totally separated Irom his 
other Character ; he still continues a Trustee in consequence of 
another fifst rule, that the Trustees s^hould remain unless a very 
aj)])areiit* cause appear’d lor changing them. This being the 
situation of the institution We assure ourselves that AP (bl- 
man on this explanation will no longer entertain the most 
distant Idea of any slight or disrespect by not offering him a 
]>art in the direction of this society, and hope that he will not 


did, I believe, refuse a Benefit Night in favour of their establishment. The i;>resent 
Mr. I'a'sxcU, as Treasurer to this Fund, has very greatly advanced it’s prosperity, by 
his zeal in the conduct of it’s concerns. 
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not withdraw his usual Indulgence of a Bfenefit, but believe us 
very truly 

. his obliged & obed^ Servants 

W“ Smith 
Geo. Mattocks 
J. C. Ketnhold 
Tho' Hull 
R ob’ Bensley 
M. Glarke 
Jos. Younger’ 

Rich’’ Rotton 
J”" Dunstall. 

Committee of ibc Theatrical 
Fund Oct' 25“ 


To 


George Cdmn 
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From Thomas Aug‘'' Arne, * 

Dear 

— IIavinc; receiv’d some private hints that M' Mattocks {since 
tlie necessary improvements in Cntley’s part) lias, in conference 
with you, rather skew’d an inclination to retard the performance 
of Achilles, than l<)rward it, I con’d not (tho’ 1 hate to write a 
sollicitoiis letter) resist the impulse of my fear on so alarming 
ail t)ccasion. — W'^ou’d any one think this man owes all his merit 
& success in his profession to me ? . All the answer I made was, 
that my reliance was on a Gentleman and a man of honour, who 
agreetl to pertorm it this season, and whose word is to me an 
oracle. — 

For six months past, 1 have given my whole time & labour 

to this business — The first Act was finish’d and the music 
^ <• 

deliver’d to the Performers near three months past — The 2*' Act 
was ready before they were prepar’d for a rc|)i^arsai of the 1st. 


* Doctor Ame, of musical fame. 


D D 
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The 3' Act came under the same predicament, and I hav'e since 
(without an hour’s delay) written 4 new songs for Catdly &.t\vo 
for Rheinhold ; so that 1 hope you will.be of opinion tliat not 
the least blame can be laid on me. 

f 

Notwithstanding the deserv’d success of jMolher Shiptoii, 

The old Proverb — Store’s no sore, w^ill ever be true, And it 
has long b.een the practice of both Tlieatres to relieve a strong 
performance with another, in order to keep both in their full 
strength, & give the public that variety, which keeps curiosity- 
awake and fills the houses every night. — This is only an observ- 
ation drawn from the practice of you Cicntlemen Managers ; — 
not a prescription to M' Cohnan, whose knowledge and attention 
require no Monitor. 

Several noble friends of mine, two of which have men- 
tion’d this opera to the King, have earnestly in(|uir’d, to know 
the day fix’d for its performance ; You wou’d therelbre infinitely 
oblige me, if you wou’d enable me to give them a satisfactory 
answer ; particid?rly, as to morrow 1 must attend their Catch 
club. 


— — Will you, my dear Sir! be so kind, as dirccly to 
order continu’d rehearsals of it, and (as I know you have little 
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loisure*to write) be pleas’d* only to send three words of com- 
% 

Ibrt, to — * 

Your devoted Friend 

& oblig’d humble Serv' 


— Tho* Aug’"' : Arne 


— jannfy* 28 ‘h. 

— I’oid’s Coffee house. 


To 

— George Caiman Jisqr 

in Great Qiiren Street. 


From Arthur Murphy. • 


Dear Sir, 

I AM now with M” Heartlcy, and think a great deal better of 
her notions of the Part than I ever did before. What can I say 
decisively as to the main question, which is shall the Play be 


* Barrister, Actor, Dramatist, and Author of various writings. There is no docu- 
ment to designate the particular Pieces to which his letter alludes. 

D n 2 
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done or not? — I have not determined with the People oF Drury 
Lane : in all probability tomorrow will settle that mattel;. Should 
it be resolved to go on in the business ,ol‘ the Comedy, it then 
will be for the 24*'' of January, or as near that day as ])ossible. 
I cannot ask M' Garrick to alter the arrangen,ient he has made 
with other Authors. This brings us again to the same dilliculty 
I mentioned this morning. If I am to be Engaged in the lie- 
hearsal of a Play at one liouse, the Nature of the thing makes 
it i mpossible to attend another house. M' Harris told me you 
meant to bring out the Tragedy in January : in these Circum- 
stances that becomes impossible. 1 do not ask you,* no more 
than I do Mr. Garrick, to alter your plan of Business, But if 
Both plans are proposed to subsist at the Same *I'ime, then the 
'fragedy must be [)Ostponed. Of this I am clear that if it stood 
over to another year, it would be betteV than running any risk 
now by adventuring in too much hurry. For hP* Heartley I will 
say, that Study and Leisure, will in my Judgement, do great 
things for, her. If this Leaves you more in Suspeuce than you 
were before, Davus sum non Oidipu;. 

I am 

Sir, 


Friday night. 


Your mo.st obed* Serv*. 

Arthur Murphy 
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. I forgot tomorrow morning : — it falls out very Unluckily that 
I cannot Breakfast with yOu : I wish I could ; but since I wrote 

to you to day, notice came in to attend a Commission of Bank- 

> • • 

rupts at nine in the morning : that carries me to (Tuild Mall, 
and whea I shall get away, the 1 ^ord Knows 


(jcor^v Cnhiififi 


From Thomas King. 


1). S. 

iVi’TKK what pass’d the last time 1 had the pleasure of seeing 
yon, 1 shall not trouble you with an apology t()r sending the en- 
closed — which by the bye I had mislaid and cou’d not tind (ill 
yesterday. The part of it which describes the Meilal intended to 


Who reached the sutnmil of his theatrical reputation as the original iMtd 
Offlcly^ in tlie Clandestine Marriage; and maintained his fame for many years after- 
wards, till he retired Vrom the Stage. 
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be presented, I have drawn ray pen through, as the df vice js 
totally changed. Indeed 1 think a description of it ^'holly un- 
necessary ; however, lest you sliou’d be of ^ different opinion, ' 1 

• ' * 

send you the best account of it 1 can. — 

The design is by S*^ Joshua Reynolds Two Busts on one 

term. Nature and Shakespeare ; Garrick unveiling both at once, 
by through''', back a large piece of Drapery. . 

1 am glad 1 have been able to prevail with the Gentlemen 
who drew the matter I send you, to give it up ; and* doubly so 
that they all seem to join me in the opinion that you are the 
Person most likely to draw up an address that may to futurity 
appear unexceptionable. 

I am D'. ,S^ 

Y' well wisher 

& very hblc Serv' 

Tho. King. 


Groat Queen Street 
feb' S'" 1777. 
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The following was xvritlen by the elder Colman. 

The 1/icorporated Actors belonging to the Theatre Iloyal, 
Drury Lane, humbly beg leave to present their Perpetual Presi- 
dent, David (iarriek Esq', with the INledal that accompanies this 
Address, in testimony of their gratitude for his having raised 
and supported by his excellent performance on the Stage, and 
finally osti'hlishcd by an Act of Parliametit obtained by his in- 
i(;r(‘st, and at his sole expence, the Theatrical Fund * ; hoping he 
will condescend to wear this small memorial of their affection 
l()r him whenever he shall honour their meetings with his pre- 
sence, as a faint token of their respect lin* his character as a 
Man, of their admiration of his unequalled Talents as an Actor, 
as well as an acknowledgement of the high sense they entertain 
ol' the honour and happiness they enjoyed under the direction 
of* a Manager, whose virtues and abilities have so long and so 
justly been encouraged and applaiuled by the united voice of 
The Publick. 


This Fund is distinct from that of Covent Garden. 
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The Letters to my Father written while he was concerned in 
the theatrical property of Covent Garden, close hero. Those 
which follow relate to his treaty with Foote^ for the Hayhiarket 
Theatre, and his subsequent management of that house. 


From James Co/l)orne.' 


8th OcIdIk i 

Sir, 

It is now near Ten oClock and I am but just come from M' 
F with whom 1 think we shall soon settle this business, should 
the proceedings of the day meet Your approbation, — 1 was obliged 
to advance one hund’jj before he would say any thing, and soon 
after he felt the same Sum ; I strove hard to Split the other hund: 
but he declared he would never take less than ^^1600 in which 
is to be inclu • jd the unpublish’d Plays during his Life after which 


Instructed by Mr. Colman to treat with Mr. Foote. 
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• ‘V 

they are tc be his Boys, but should the Renters of the Patent be 
desirous of purchasing them he will take ^500 now, tho’ he can- 
not he says estimate them at less than ^4^1000 if to bo sold to the 
Trade. 

1 am now going to find AT Rigg> hi conjunction with him to 
draw up Articles, which I have promised to present on Thursday, 
before which time 1 don’t doubt but I shall see or hear *rom You 

I am 
Sir 

Your most Obcd’ Serv' 

In" Colborne 


Frmn the Same. 


1 I’KKSKNTED tlic amended Articles to M' F about 3 this 

Afternoon, which met with a most gracious reception — I pro- 
posed waiting on him tomorrow with the name and Person of 
the Princip'. this time he told me he was sorry was incon- 


£ £ 



210 


veil', to him, being particularly engaged on that day IVcdncsday 
& Thursday, but on Friday he sh’’ be happy if We would dine 
with him at 4 o’ Clock at which time T promised to meet him and 
I hope will not be inconven' to You 

I am 
Sir 

Your most obed' 
humble Serv' 

•In’ (’OLIIORNI 

H October 
1776 

To 

George Caiman lisqr 
Itichmond 
Surry 


From George Colmun, the Elder. 

« t » •' 

My Dear Foote, 

WuEN I quitted Covent Garden I never thought of atteniling 
to a theatre any more, & accordingly declined the refusal of Cjar<- 
rick’s Share of Drury Lane ; but a report having prevailed some 
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time ago’of your intention to part with your property, I was at 
len^h persuaded by my friends that such a theatrical situation, 
different in .many essential respeots from any other, would not 
be ineligible. At my instance therefore one of our oemmon 
ftiends then ajiplied to you to know your resolution, at wch time 
you declared the report to be ill founded, 8c I dropt all thoughts 
of the business — but having been told by several of our ac- 
quaintance, that you had lately signified your wish to find a pur- 
chaser, & even gone so far as to name your price, 1 again 
tliought I might, without indelicacy or impertinence, enquire if 
you w'cre serious. For this purpose I ‘K»cnt M'. Co’bornc to You ; 
and tho’ I am not so ])layhouso-mad as not to feel the largeness 
of the Sum he has agreed to on my behalf, nor so vain as to be 
unconscious of the many superior advantages you possest, yet I 
sliall, without much fear Jt trembling, put the last hand to the 
bargain ; only begging that You would not ascribe my reserve, hi- 
therto, on this occasion to a wrong motive, as it proceeded from 
my unwillingness to give you unnecessary trouble, mixt with 
some little reluctance to apj^ear in any theatrical negotiation, 
which was not likely to be concluded. My proposals. however hav- 
ing met with your approbation, it is necessary for me to come 

» 

forward, to complete them. 1 think I have property enough (in- 
dependent of that wdiich is to be contracted lor) to make you quite 
easy about the payment of your Annuity : I shall not be pleased 

£ £ 2 
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if that & every other object of tl^c Contract is noti i>ettled to 
your entire satisfaction — for I not only wish your stlid interests 
to be consulted, but I am very desirous that we may appear to 
act lik% two friends, rather than a couple of mere dealers. I un- 
derstood you were yourself of opinion that. this matter should 
remain in silence for the present, & indeed I have some reasons 
for wishing that my name may not be made publick immediately 
— yet they are not so important as not to give way lo your 
convenience or inclination. 

I am. Dear Foote, 

very faithl’ully ^'^ours 

(j. COLMAN 

Soho Square, 

Oct'. 18 . 177 G. 

P. s. 

What time do you expect J\P Colborne at North End ? Si 
when do you go yourself? I mean to follow you as soon as pos- 
sible, for I long to speak to you. 
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From Samuel Foolc. 


My Dear Sir 

1 appointed M' Coburne to dine with me this day when 1 shall 
be happy to sec you. * 


1 siiould certainly prefer you both as a Successor and a Pay 
Master 1 dont rccolect any material alteration, but however we 
shall soon sec one another 

Y" 

most Sincerely 

Sam”- Footf 


Suff. S‘— Fry. 


George Coleman^ £s(f 
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From John Henderson. * 


.Bath 12"“ 1777. 

Dear Sir 

I SHOULD not so long have delayed the honour of writing 

to you if I had not been extremely busied w"' new Characters 
« 

& with the little interests of my Benefit, which is just over : 
I played Leon for the first time and think (if I may trust the 
compliments of my friends) .that may be one of my Characters 
at the llay-Markct. I have also since you left Bath played 
Oakltf in your incomparable Comedy & hope you will think me 
fit to be entrusted with it. 

Several judicious friends here & in London have advised me 
to be careful of appearing in Shylock at Jirst as they think 
M' Maclin so strongly fixed in the prepossessions of the people 
as to make it very dangerous for me to attack that Character, I 


* Henderson writes previously to his first fippcarance in London, (at the Hay- 
Market Theatre,) in the year in which this letter is dated. He nuide his debut in 
Shylock, notwithstanding the fears he expresses relative to this (Character ; and was 
engaged, afterwards, both in Covent Garden and Drury Lane. The laurels he* 
acquired are fresh in recollection. 
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mean *fcv my first appearance, besides the unfavorable impression 

whicli, they argue, such a Character will leave on peoples 

* • 

minds — .wliat wei^t these will have on you Sir I know not but 
I must own I cannot help being biassed by them — It has been 
suggested to me. that some ncs: Char', would be safer, I mean by 
nenoj some revived Play as was the case for M'. Powell, when you 
so judiciously altered Philadcr for him — Your extensive know- 
ledge of the Drama will at once determine if there is anv 

tv s * 

dormant piece fit to be awakened, or in which I could awake (o 
any advantage — if there is not, I submit to you whether I should 
not appe*ar in Hamlet^ or some other natural character. 

Do you think Sir it would be improper to propanr an oc- 
casional Pndogue which 1 might speak myself, or might be 
spoken of me? — 1 sliould be afraid to hazard these tedious 
egotisms il* 1 did not recollect that you have thought it worth 
your while to engage me & will most probably think it worth 
your while to place me in the inos,t advantageous Jight. 

. I am 

Sy*. 

Y' most obed'. 

h'^ Sfc./. 

, J. IIendeiison 

Gro. Colinan Es<f. 

Soho Square 
Ijondon 
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From John Edxmn. 


IJatli l' March 1/77 * 

Sir 

The business of this Theatre lately has prevented me from 
turning any thoughts to other matters, which I hope you’ll 
excuse, as I ought upon receipt of yours to have inform’d yon 
that tho’ I wish y' admiral in Lqndon next Summer, the ex pence 
of travelling & Living there is so great, that without an addition 
to my Salary it will be impossible for me to undertake it ; for if 
the boy goes my wife & another Child must accompany him. 
My own cast is inclos’d with a list of the few parts M'" Ldwin has 


This year, inVhich niy father firs'! entered upon the niaun{^einent of tlio Hay- 
Market Theatre, was remarkable, in histrionick annals, for his bringinir forward, 
during one short Summer Season, three new' Performers so conspicuous in their art 
as Henderson^ Ed'i^inf and Mhs Farrm^ now Countess of Derby. Kd'unn^ indeed, 
had dragged through one Season (1775) in the Hay-Market, under Foote’s inanage- 
niciit ; btit his talents were, then, so little exercised, tha the was considered lo be 
ncisi' to the Town in the year 1777. — The son Edwin mentions was then a mere 
Child; and acted the Admiral, in the Farce of Lilliinit, in th\3 year on which this 
letter is dated. 
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(Tone, Vbo pretends to no great merit, but as numbers are some- 
times wa’nted, she lias a very good study & might upon an 
emergency supply tlie place of a better actress. If therefore with 
her assistance & Jack’s performance you can add two Guineas 
P week to the three already |)roinis’d. It will support me the 
summer & that only having a large family. I experienced some 
little dilliculty last Summer from the smallness of my salary, 
& indeed should not have thought of Ijondon again if I*hadn’t 
some (Uipeudance on your good nature in jilacing me in a favorable 
light l‘or the Salary you give is less even than M' Foote’s was, 
his being a (Juinea each acting .night, the truth of which 
M' Jewell’s book will evince. My Son has sung upon the Stage 
since you saw him & has gaind I think more reputation than 
he did as a speaker ; his ear being remarkably good. If you 
ajiprove of the above * re(|uest shall take great pains to make 
tile bov deserving of vour notice 

I am Sir 

\’our most Obedient Servant 

« 

J. Edwin 


(icori*r Col mail 

Soho Square 
London 


F F 
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From John Henderson. 

liatli March 1777- 

Dear Sir 

I perswade myself that you who are so well acquainted with 
« 

the fatigues of a theatrical life will excuse my not having sooner 
replied to your favour of the 18"' fob' last 

I hope you will not imagine that what 1 before urged to 
you proceeded from any dilfidcncc whatever in your politeness 
or your kind intentions towards me, I submitted what I had 
heard on the subject to your consideration, not so much to be 
controverted as decided, I am convinced by your arguments and 
shall chearfully be governed by them 

Hut you frighten me when you tell me that “ much is expected 
from me” — I have experienced something of the severity of 

«• , t 

London OiCics “from M" Woodfall wlio saw me liere at the 
beginning of this Season, w'hose opinion contributes to fill me 
with apprehensions — he very kindly advises me to stay where 
I am, cultivate my private character, and resign all hojies of 
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lame and forluiie to those who are better qualified by nature 
to cQiitend for them — he allows me indeed to understand my 
Author, or to speak if I understood him but that it seems is 
but a feeble llalhist against the ponderous objections that will be 
made to my figure, my voice, and my manner : — I remember too 
that fhose articles were so much insisted on by a I^ady of 
this place tliat she publickly preferred another Actor in Shylock 
()ecause he played if so like a Gentleman . this was sifrely a 
refinement on lA Chesterfield, who fond as he was of the 
(i races would liardly have wished to see them hovering round 
“ the Jewish (iaberdine” of Shylock^ — 

I sincerely thank you Sir for the assiduity with which you 
})romise to correct my faults & will express my gratitude by the 
most earnest endeavours* to remove them. I am 

Dear Sir 

Your most obliged 

& most obed‘ 
h'**' Serv' 

J. Hendebson. 

George Caiman Es(f 
Soho Square 
London, 


F F 2 
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From Horace Walpole,* 

The Author of Nature leill prevail is extremely obliged to 
]Vr Colman for his Civility ; and sorry he cannot have the 
Countge to be known for an Author. lie does not mean to 
give M' Colman the Trouble of correcting his Farce, but, as lu* 
is very sensible of the little Merit there is in it, AT Colman is per- 
fectly at Liberty to make any Alterations iii it he pleases, as he 
must be a much better Judge of what is proptn* ibr tlie Stage 
than the Writer can be. If AT Colman has any thing else 
he wishes to say, the Bearer will attend him at any Time he 
shall appoint to receive a Note with his Commands. 


To 

Georffc Colman Jisq. 


* He did notj at this time, avow himscli’as llic Autl)ur of the Drainatick Proverb 
called “ Naturi' 'wHWrcvail." 



221 


From Richard Cumberland. '■* 


Queen Ann Street 

Saturday 3 o’doek 

Dear Sir 

A iVicnd ol’ mine I l>clieve has made yon acquainted witli 
a llcj(iction T have met from tlie propr of Covont (hirdcn theatre. 
I iiave not presumption Enough in mv own l)ehalf to say thev 
are not warrant ('d in what tliey have done, neither am I at- 
tempting to traverse any Right, which is in them, isr whicli 
they may properly exercise: At the same time I woud in no 
period of my life desert what may prove to l)e for the Interests 
of Ijiteratnre in general, what Ridicule soever may fall upon 
me in the upshot. In this light T ask you, as a Scholar and an 
Author «>f (ienius, if you have any objection to read & judge mv 
piece. .The rejection was peremptory, general, and prohibitory 
of any Reply; 1 moved \h Arrest of .ludgemcnt, which I 


* X Contributor to tiic Stage, and the licpublick of Letters, so well known that he 
need not, now, be described. 
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had too much reason to call in question consider' where it v;as 
lodged, but was denied an Appeal' by the very (Gentlemen, 

who not a week before had exhibited the Man of Reason. * 

• • • 

My Tragedy cost me great pains & much attention ; hath been 
many years in hand; is entirely original in plan, popular 
in it’s subject & free of all Imitation. 


Tlie Opinions of Men exceeding high in the llcpublic of 
Letters have been unanimous & more than warmly in it’s 
favour. You will not wonder if such Authority makes me 
hesitate about acquiescing, under the Veto of a Junto ol‘ Pro- 
prietors, whose Education has not started with the Muses, 
& whose habits have been little calculated to make them Critics 
in literature. I shoud add that my J^iece was accepted by 
M’ Garrick & had a place for this Season, but was withdrawn 
by me for reasons not wortli troubling you with. I have 
faithfully told you it’s history & wait your Decision with v* 
respect with which 

Lam, Sir, 

Y' most obedient 

Hum Serv' 
llicH° Cumberland 


• A Comedy, by Hi^h Kelly, — acted only one night. 
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Ammcr. 


Dear Sir, 

WiTi? the present Directors ol* Covent Garden Theatre J 

was unfortunately engaged in a dispute, during more than 

half the time 1 was connected with them; &, there have i)cen 

some misundcrstaudiiigs between us since our separation. Aly 

suffrage therefore in favour of your Tragedy would rather 1 k‘ 

ascril)ed to jnotives of- ill will to them, than to a love of justice. 

& a lauduble zeal for the honour of literature. There is not 

another man in the kingdom so peculiarly situated. I flatter 

myself therefore that you will, on these considerations, excuse 

my declining to read & . judge of your U'ragedy, whose merits 

ma'i be rested so much more confidently on the testimonv of 
» ■/ . 

those res])ectabh-‘ opinions yon have already collected. 

1 am Sir 

Vour most obedient humble Servant 

(i. CoLMAN. 

^oho Stjuair • ^ 

Sal. 


I should have answerd your favour by the bearer, but could 
not withdraw from company with whom I was at that moment 
engaged. 



From Sophia Lev. 


Sir, 

Any longer to conceal myself would be failing in tliJll confi- 
dence & respect your very polite reception ol’ my Opera claims 
— the favorable opinion you are plcasd to cx{)ress Sir highly 
flatters my vanity while it conduces to my interest, & you shall 
find by the deference with w'hich I receive your sentiiuents that 
1 have not an unbecoming arrogance in maintaining iriy own — 1 

I 

am very sorry it is not in my pow'cr to learn them IVom your 
lips, but have I must own one proof of mediocrity of talents — 1 
mean a little prudence, which forbids my farther sacrificing a 
certain object in I^ife to an uncertain one; if you will oblige me 
with your objections by letter it shall be my first care to obviate 
or accede to them. 

The letter which introduced the Opera was so true an account 
of my situation that it wanted only my Sex & Name — on only 


* Miss ljea\ letter refers to her popular Conicciy of the Chapter ttf Acridents, which 
was produced in the llaymarkct Theatre. It was once, wefiiid, intended to bcjui 
Opera, — with Catlcp as Bridget ! 
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one citcymstancc was I not perfectly explicit since 1 gave a 
single reason for preferring Covent Ciardcn while conscious of 
two — the, strong desire , of seeing Miss Catlcy appear in Bridget 
which was written absolutely for her — the iiiHnlte advantage at- 
tending this I need not 1 dare say Sir explain to you, nor how 
much pleasure it would give me still to hope it 


In iny own Character Sir 1 repeat my acknowled‘>;mcnts for 
that distinction shewn me as an Author, and in either shall 
always be ha[)py to avow what is ctpially an honor to yourself 
and me 

1 am Sir 


Until Keli'J 2e' I/rtO 


Vour most obliged 

Humble Servant 

SoviiiA Lee 


P S ,1 will trouble you Sir to address any future Favor to Miss 
Lee Cross’s Kind's Mead Bath 


George Caiman Esqr 
S(ffio Sqiuirc 
* Lomlon 


O G 
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From RichaM Cumh(^laAd. 

My dear Sir 

Miss Fariikn is a spoilt Cliild and has done us more rpischief 
by her hesitation, than she coud have done by a more peremptory 
refusal. I never saw M"' llrooks, but cannot doubt your Judgement 
in putting the part into her hands, and shall thoroughly a[)prove 
of whatever you direct. At the same time if you think that the 
(^ast throughout is such as to make the Success more doubt full, 
than ought to berisipi’d, I shall perfectly acquiesce in your opinion 
for withdrawing it. On the contrary if you approve ol‘ its ropre*- 
sentation, I have not the least hesitation about any Cast you shall 
give it, nor shall ever impute it’s failure to any cause but it’s own 
weakness. I own 1 shall be truly sorry to give a blow to your 
Theatre, where I am so anxious to contribute y* best help in mv 
power. If Hannister is pleasant with his part, 1 think we have no 
great cause to fear, and I shall chearfully come forward. M ' 
Hrooks’s part is so short, that slid will not impede the pro- 
duction, and- 1 ho-pe Aickin is now content ; I ])resumc he is, 
by your not mentioning any thing to the contrary. 

With respect to an Epilogue 1 was in hopes ‘ you would have 
given me one ; 1 am a very bad hand at it myself, and if your 
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business is too pressing to tutn your thoughts to y® task, perhaps 
you ^n *Sn(l a friendly poet in y® humour to help us. In y® 
meantime I will tack’ a few rhinics together as well as I can, and 
send them up to you, that no stop may be made at all events. 

I am with great sincerity, Dear Sir, 

Your most faithf ul 1 
& oblig’d Hum Scr\‘ 

11. (h'MHKfll,ANli 

Siiturclay Moriiin*' 

.■JO June. 


Front the Same. 

Dear Sir 

In obedience to your Commands I write this very morning to 
Miss Favren as follows 

“ As you arc born to have all mankind at your feet, you 

• * 

“ will not refuse tlie addresses of an old poet, who *is as much 
“ devoted to your fame as any man can be: lam convinc’d that 
“ it is not in my power cither to write it up or to write it down, that 
“ liaving tried hard for y® former Attempt in y® character of Lady 

G G 2 
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“ I*aragon, I now put your Excellence to y' proof by desiring 
“ you to convince the Town that Lady Rustic cannot* dimi'nish 
*• your reputation with y‘‘ Public, and .will* greatly a(}d to your 
“ private merits by protecting y' weak and feeble, who cannot 
“ stand without your support. 

“ Your hesitation to receive it shews only your judgement, but 

“ youV acceptance will be a proof your good nature j Now 1 

% 

“ am so liertain that the latter motive will prevail with you for 
•" condescending to my humble Rustic, that 1 anticipate my 
“ thanks, and accept y" favor, as one which I shall strain my 
“ j)o\vers in future to repay.” &c. &c. 

1 hope my suit will mollify, and I really do not doubt it. 1 
thank you for y" hint. Adieu ! 


R. Cum'' 



Frmn the Same. 


AIv Dear Sir, 

• • 

1 iiAVK just rcc' your Letter, signifying Aliss Farren’s Comm‘‘' 
Ibi' transposing her Introductory Scene to the Second Act. Be 
it so ! But I conclude it will be done with the hand of a, master 
— or in other words, that You will transpose it yourself — there- 
l()rc‘ 1 rest in peace. For Heaven’s sake write her an Epilogue ; 
I have pAuig’d Ironi thought to thought in the profound of non- 
sense and can fix upon nothing — 

One sense is left me, y' Sense of your kindness. 

farewell. 

R Cum. 


T ucstlny 1 1 o Clock. 


Tunbridge Wells July third 1787 

Geo. Colman Es<f N” 35 
Gamr street ’ . 
Bedford Square 
[jandon 


Free 

, D Warherslou 




LETTERS 


FROM 

DAVID GARRICK, 

TO 

GEORGE COLMAN, THE ELDER. 


VVednesc) ay. 

Sir, 

f 

1 AM Exlreaiiil} oblig’d to you for your particular & Genteel 
(.’onipliment to me — and more so as I have not y' Pleasure 
ol‘ >our Aci|uaintance : I must assure you that 1 have more 


* 1 fancy llial llli^ alluilcs to a pamphlet, writlcn by my I'atKer, oUitlcd “ Critical 
Rejicetions <)7i the Old Jiiif,lisli !)ramatick IVritiTs, addressed to Daidd Garrick^ Esq>', 
whiclj was afterwards prefixed to CoxeterV. edition of Massinger’s works. I'he 
advice, indeed, wliicli is given in it to Garrick, refers more to his management than 
to his acting; but if Inis were not the “genteel Compliment” sent by my fatlier, I 
know not ulint it could be. 
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rieasure than Uneasiness, when I read a true well* intended 

« 

Criticism, tho against myself — for I always Hatter myself that \ 

can attain the mark which my Friends may point out to me, & 

J really think myself neither too old or too wise to learn — 

11“ you would still add to y’ favor confer’d upon me, 1 shoulil 

wish to have y' Fleasure of seeing You in Southampton Street 

or rather I will do myself y* Pleasure of waiting uj)on You, 
1 

when I jeturn from y' Country, If you will signify to me by a 
Line that it will not be inconvenient or disagreeable to von — 

L am 

S' 

Your most oblig’d 

& Obed' Serv'. 

I) (tA1{1{ICK. 

I*. S. I shall return from Hampton the beginning of next 
week, a Line directed to me there (Hampton in Middlx) will be 
with me y' next day — 

To 

Geo. Colman Jisq^ 

at Sai(^s Coffee house 

Lincolns Inn 
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llatn])ton 

lliursday. 


Doiir Sir, 

1 am obhVtl to be from Hampton for a few Days:* at my 
return, I will most carefully consider what Vou have put into my 
iiands. * 1 must beg hnive to read it more than once, before 1 

send you niy opinion, which shall ajL least be a Sincere one, & 
given with all y' Care that my Regard lor the Author will always 
recjuire iVom IMe. 

* 

1 have indeed been very unfortunate in my Idtterary attach- 
ments, but I flatter myself, both from y' little accjnaintance I 
have with M' Coleman & from y' Knowledge of my own heart, 
tliat He will have nothing to urge against my Sincerity, however 
we may differ in our Judgments. 


• Most likely, the .larec of Pol{y Honri/romft 
the eliiu- Colman; first acted in the year 17 (i 0 , 


ihc ilnimatick |)rocluttion ot 
— uml with great snere^s. 


If, H 
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Voii may depend upon my Secresy in this uiTuIr, & may 
Expect to receive a Letter from jVIc directed as You \\esirtf-, in 
about a Week or ten 1 )ay s. 

I am Dear Sir, 

Vour most Obed 

■ 

& Sincere hum ' 

Serv' 

1): ( lAlMdCK 

I am very sorry that 1 could noi, have y I’lcasure of y' (Com- 
pany next week w''‘ J) Markham I'x M' liedenf' 


My dear Sir 

I liave this moment took a peep at the house lor tlu? Auliioi 
of Policy Hon. The Tit & Galleries are cram’d — the Jloxes 
full to thc.last Hows — & Every thing as You & 1 could <yish ibr 
our Friend — I am most happy about it iv could not help com- 
municating it. to pne, 1 so much lo\'c c't Esteem — pray let me 
see you at y arrival — the second Music — & time Jbr me to put 
on my Fools’ Coat — 

Ever & most aflec ' 

D. GAJtltJCK 



. S? .1 cannot cut y' Jeal. W. * without y"^ participation. 
l)urrv Scurry as usual. 


To (m^ Colwan 


JMy dear Sir, 

As I ;mi confident tliat yon arc well assur’d of my (ioodwill & 
I'riendslnp to you, I shall open my heart to you — I have had 
Hurt on with me to settle & go over y' Part of Oakly — 1 
have consider’d it thoroughly & I find that it will be impossible 
tor me lo iret it so soon into my head as f imagin’d : it is verv 
long c'v [)artieular, iS: \Vill rci|uirc more time to be master of it 
than 1 can well spare — 1 have not slcj)t these three nights last 
past — these matters have so perplex’d and distrest me — M' 
JMurphy has kept us off so long and Lovemore (my Character) 
is so much more than I Ex]>ccted that I must desire you to let 


• The Comedy of Mr nV/r, by (\)linari llic elder; which, as it appears 

from this poslscripl, was, on the appearance of Polly IToneycornbe, already sub- 
mitted by liim to Garrick. 


M 11 2 
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me take a less Part y' Major, or S" Harry, or Cliarles, 1 liave 
no Objection to any of ’em — If M' Ilumc will dcfcp'his per- 
Ibrmance to y' next Year to which purposer 1 shall write imme- 
diately to him, I can Master Oakly very well by y' time* — but 
he is so connected with L' Bute & a much greater personnage, 
that I must be a little delicate in that Business — I wisii that 
you would call upon me any morning this week & let us consult, 

for 1 am at present very unhappy about it. I am this moment 

% 

going u])Oii y‘' Stage, but am at all times & in all Circum- 
stances 


'I'ucsday. 


Most truly ' 

V' 

1). (tAIIRICK. 


To 

(j. Colman Esf 

Lincolns Inn 


Alter all, (hinick was the original Mr, Ouldij. 
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July JO'h I76J 


Dear Cohiiun 

Alaiiy tluinks lo you lor Terrio lilius ’ — it is very lively, 
» 

1 long to see y sccoiul Number — 


& 


prtix write to me, & let me know how y Town spoilks ot* our 
Friend Clmrchiirs Epistle f — it is the most bloody performance 
(hut has been publish’d ifi my time — I. am very desirous to know 
the opiijion of Feople, for I am really much, very much hurt at 
it — his description of his Age & infirmities is surely too 
shocking barbarous — is Hogarth really ill, or does he mc- 
<liiate revenge ? — Every article of news about these matters will 
be. most agreeable to me — pray write me a heap of stuff lor I 
cannot be easy till I know all about Churchill Hogarth &c — 
how did the Terras filius work at Oxford ? 


Essays, to which the elder ('olrmin contrihiited, were pub^ibhed under this 
title ; and iiiiothcr periodical work, so called, had appcarc'd, many yehrs before. Few 
men ol letters are ignorant of the j)rivilege formerly exercised by a Terrtr Films of 
satirising his superiors, in a speech from tlic rostrum, at the Ptddick Ac/Sy in Oxford, 
'riiis custom, now abolished, was derived from the liberties allowed to the low orders, 
during the Uoinan Sahirnalia. 

t See liis Epistle to William Hogarth,” — a most bitter, and, indeed, unmanly 
attack. 
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have you yet receiv’d any Letter from Ijord Bath ? tpray be 
particular in lhat; for tho my Curiosity is much concern’d 
ill my former Questions, my heart & ‘soul arc interested in 
the last — 

Y'' Ever * 

mv Dear Col man 

D. Garkick 


M*' (larrick presents her respects to you — 

All y" News — 

Enclose y' l^etter to his Grace the Duke of Levonshiro 

at Chatswortli 

(by y‘’ Chesterfield) Derbyshire 

Bag. 

If you should be in town when you write, pray send any letters 

( 

tliat may be at my house in the same Cover. 


To ■ 

Geor^fc Colman Esqr 

at Rkhmmd 


in 


Surrih 


Devonshire 
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Mondav 


M} deiil Culiliiiii, 

1 l>avo luilf a hiomcnt to let you know, that 1 receivd your 
last agreeable jiackct — I thank you from my soul for your literary 
lurde — Quill never Kat hall’ so much, or so greedily, of the real 
one, as 1 did of that you sent me — it was all green hit^ & I have 
lieen at it again cS: again. 

n o 

I 

1 ihigk Xrn'fnrrif* beliav’d very ill to you, & deserv’d Correc- 
lion, but I am so delicate about Women, that I could wish that 

she had been exempted from y" lash 1 hope that you iS: 

yours are in jiossession of INI’' (iarrick’s Horse — I am sure that 
liv will answer vour Muds. 1 shall lie in London next Thursday 
sen’night cS: liopc to see you there — My Lord Duke (the best 
most honourable of men) speaks often of you, & with great 
desire of knowing you. — w{*re you near us, you would be happy 


bookseller. 
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to be with us — all Mirth, Bagatelle,* Liberty, & a little drinking 
at times — 


Yours Ever 

Si Affec ' 


whilst 

i 

D Garrick 


The’Djjke of Cumberland is to be here y" 26 which makes our 
going sooner than we thought or his Grace desir’d. 


Mv dear Colman. 

*■ « 
Tho I have said in (ieorge’s * Letter that 1 would not write 

to you till 1 got to Lyons, yet I can’t help scribbling to you, 
for indeed my dearest friend there is no Ijove lost between us — 


^ Odorge (iairic/if his brother; who was always ready at his call, (ieorge usually 
inquired, every night, on coming behind the Scenes, at Drury Lane, ** has David 
wanted me ?” On it’s being idly asked how George came to die so soon after the 
demise of his celebrated relation, the answer was, — David *imntcd him- 
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1 am vas^j’ happy that Powel * strikes you so much in the Re- 
hearsal — He will surprize, & 1 most cordially wish it, for I think 
him a very worthy man •— pray take care that the Play is quite 
ready before He makes his appearance. 

You can’t imagine, my dear Colman, what honours I have re- 
ceiv’tl from all kind of People here t — the Nobles & the Litter- 
ati have niatle so muth of me that I am quite asham’d of,opcning 
my heart ev’n to You. Marmontcl has wrote me y most flat- 
tering 1 iCtter upon our supping togeather,J I was in Spirits & so 
was the Ctuiron, § who snp’d with us at M' Neville’s. She got 


• See tornicr letters, in rcgartl to PawelL 
% 

-t At Parus. 

i Of MarmotUelj and D'Aktnbcrtj afterwards mentioned, who has not heard ^ 

5 Tlie Clairon was highly distinguished in her day, for her superior talents as, 
an actress, upon the French Stage. 

‘‘ Claiuon reuiiit les suffrages 
Dcs plus habiles connoiseurs ; 

£t son Jeu des meillcurs Auteur^ 

Fail* encor vnloir les Ouvrages.” 

1 .] 


Anecdotes Dramdtiques. 
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up to set me a going & spoke sometliing in Racinei’s "Athalie 

most charmingly — upon which I gave them the Dagger Scene 

• 

in Macheth, y' Curse in Lear, & the falling asleep .in S' John 

Brute, the consequence of which is, that I am now star’d at at y' 

Playhouse, and talk’d of by Gentle & Simple ?is y’ most wonder- 

( 

full wonder of wonders — the first Person I find going to England 
shall bring you Marmontel’s Letter — D’Alembert was one of y‘ 
(x)mpHny & Sings my praises to all y“ Authors of the Encyci.o- 
PEDiE. I am glad to hear of y*" Prologue, if they love to hear 
me abus’d, they will have great pleasure this winter, for 1 am 
told they have begun already, but I am happy & in* Spirits, & 
shall not read any Newspapers on this side the Alps — many 
thanks to you for y' trouble you take about the Invasion*, cut as 
you please — I leave it to you — as for Midsummer Nights, i Ike. 
I think my presence will be necessary to get it up as it ought - 

i 

however if you want it, do for the best — & I’ll Ensure It’s Sue- 


Harlequin's Itivusioii, probably; it was produmi, howcvc'r, in the year 1 7 , 5 IL 
before •the period at which tliis letier was wTittcii. 

f Shakespeare’s Play, altered by Garrick, and performed ^during his absence) in 
17(5 ^j — but without success. 
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cess — !M' Calcrafl’s behaviour astonishes me, but I hope Lacy 

f 

will be firm — y>ray continue in his good Graces for my Sake. 

■ 

I 

1 believe I forgot to pay a little bill for y*” Gazetcers, owing to 
one Oxvetii y' bill lay in my Study window, will you discharge it 
for me, & pay for a pair of Spectacles I bought & forgot at y‘ op- 
tician’s (I forgot his name) at Charing Cross : it is on y left side 
going down to Whitehall — I hate to be in debt & ilj fou or 
(icorge will clear me there I shall thank you most sincerely — 
1 am this moment going to see a new piece at y‘‘ Italian Comedy, 
& last Ni^it I saw a new one at y’ french Comedy, taken from 
our Tancred & Sigismunda, it had very indifferent success, but 
y Clairon was great ; she has her faults (beween you & me) but 

1 don’t say so here, for she idolizes me — 

»• 

(iod bless you my dear Colinan, & have a corner of y eye 
upon my theatricals, I think you have begun well & may conti- 
nue it, if my Partner will be advis’d & stick tightly to his Bu- 
siness — he behaveS well & I -most sincerely wish for all our sakes 
that he may not want me — I have desir’d (ieprge . to write his 


# 


I.acy was Garrick’s partner, in Drury Lane Theatre. 
I I. 2 
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next Letter to Florence, pray put in a postscript that* 1 may 
comfort myself in foreign parts with y' sight of y’’ most agreeable 
scrawl — once more my worthy Friend Adieu ! — My .Wife sends 
her Love to you de bon Coeur — 

Ever & Pver 

Yours & Vours 

D. Gaukick 


George has my direction to Florence 

A Monsieur 
Monsieur Garrick 
chc^ Ic Marquis Friscobaldi ct fils 
a Florence. * 


To 

George Colman Esqr 
of Lincohu Inn 
London. 


* The frequency of Garrick’s performance having, naturally, decreased his attrac- 
tion, he determined on a two years’ Tour to the Continent, whence he writes this 
and thS ten following letters. 
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Naples Dec' -M. l/O’S. 


My clear ('oJman 

Per varies casus* we arc at last arriv’d at our journey’s End — 
and a very long one it has been — I leave now time to shake my 
feathers a little, & ojeen my heart to thee, thou best of friends ! — 
We got to this placcfthe 17.*'', after a most disagreeable «TSurney 
from Rome, for we were taken in the midst of y‘ heavy rains 
here, and were well soak’d with them all the way — at present 
the weather is inconceivably fine, &. we are basking ourselves 
in a warm sun with the Mediterranean at our feet, and Mount 
Vesuvius in our view — tho it is Xmas, we have green Peas 
Every day & dine with our windows open — these arc our 


Pleasures in part, as for our distresses, which have been as 
ridiculous as unexpected since we left Rome & are the common 
occurrences upon this Road, I shall reserve them for our social 
hours at Hampton — We arc all at this moment, l^iddy not 
excepted *, in the highest Spirits, & I am much y® better for my 
expedition : IVIy Lady Oxford, who is settled, here & has the 


* 1 know nothing about Biddy. 
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greatest Interest with the first Ped^^lc, has been mo^t 'iinconi- 
luonly kind to us — I am to have the honour & satwfaction of 
seeing the King’s Italian Actors perform before him iy y' Palace, 
which is a most extraordinary favour ; they perform Extempore, 
&; the Nobleman, who stands in the place of y’ Lord Chamberlain 
lias sent me word, that if I will write down any dramatic I'ablc & 
give the Argument only of the Scenes, in 24 hours after, they 
shall play it before me as y'' greatest Comp! they can pay me — 
1 shall work at it to morrow — I hear there is one great Genius 
among the Performers — the Situation & Climate of this place 
are most extraordinary, & the People are still more so*; they are 
a new race of beings, & I have the highest Entertaifiment in 
going amongst them, & observing their Characters from y 
highest to y' lowest — I was last night at their great Theatre, 
which is a most magnificent one indeed*, I was really astonish’d 
at first coming into it — it was quite full, & well lighted up* — 
but it is too great*, & the singers were scarcely heard — the 
famous GabricUi pleas’d me much ; she has a good pcrsoii, is the 


* If any one be curious enough to ascertain the dimensions of the Tlieatrc here 
mentiohed, (of San Carlo, it is presumed,) he may, then, )K).ssibiy discover 
Ciarrick’s opinion, though posthumously given by him, in respect to the magnitude 
of the present Playhouses in Drury Lane and Covent Garden.* 
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best Actress I ever saw on an Opera Stage, & has the most agree- 
able Voice I ever heard ; slie sings more to the ear than to y' 
heart — beibre I left Florence I had much Conversation with an 
old Ser\’ant of y'^ Father’s, who lives with S' H. Mann — he 
remembers your being born, & shew’d me the house where you 
fmt. wmisCd ^ cry dt I look’d at it for ten minutes with pleasure — 
T need not tell you how well I am pro})ar’d to set you right, if you 
sh ' hereafter make any mistakes about your Age, & I feffr that 
we already differ a year or two in the Calculation — I cannot 
quit you till 1 say something about ROME : I hardly slept the 
night before I arriv’d there with yt thoughts of seeing it — 
my heart beat high, my imagination expanded itself, & my 
Eyes flash’d again, as I drew near the Porta del Popolo ; but the 
moment I enter’d it, I fell at once from my Airy Vision it 
Utopian Ideas into a very dirty ill looking pla^c (as they call it) 
with three crooked streets in front, terminated indeed at this 
End with two tolerable Churches — w' a disappointment ! my 
Spirits stink & it was w*** reluctance that I was drag’d in the 
afternoon to see the Pantheon — but my God, w‘ was my Plea- 
sure & Surprize ! — I never felt so much in, my lifp as when I 

^ * • 
enter’d that glorious Structure : I gap’d, but could not speak for 

5 minutes — It is so very noble, that it has not been in y' 

Power of Modern Frippery or Popery (for it is a Church you 

know) to extinguisli Its grandeur & Elegance — Here I began to 
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think myself in Old Rome, & when 'l saw the ruins of the* fum6us 

a 

amphitheatre — 

Omnis Caesareo cedat labor Amphithcatro — I then felt my 

own littleness — & was convinc’d that the Roinans were as much 

« 

superiour to the Moderns in Every thing, as Vespasian’s Amphi> 
theatre was to Broughton’s * — it is impossible, ray dear Colman. 
to have^ny Idea of these things from any Prints that have been 
made ol‘ ’Em, — all modern performances look better upon paper, 
but these Ruins are not to be conceiv’d, but by the sensible and 
true. Avouch of your own Eyes, tho I am p*leas’d, milch pleas’d 
with Naples, 1 have such a thirst to return to Rome, as cannot 
possibly be slak’d till I have drank up half y“ Tiber, which, in 
it’s present state, is but a scurvy draught neither, it is l eri 
strange that so much good poetry sh'' bd thrown away upon such 
a pitiful River ; it is no more Comparable to our Thames, than our 
modern Poets are to their Virgils & Horaces — 1 was so taken up 
for y' tbrtnight 1 was at Rome in seeing ruins, Statues -Pictures 
& Palaces, that 1 had not the least inclination to see his Holiness. 
& his troop of (’ardinals, tho they had two or three publick days 
when 1 was there — I shall have their blessings in y' holy Week. 


Brou^htm^ of pugilistick memory. 
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« • 

I 'attends l^rd & Lady Spencer to morrow to Herculaneum^ 

wheWB, I told, they have dug up Every Utensil that were in 

use among the Romans, & have got ev’n a Lady’s Toilette 

entire — the Lady herself was found dressing herself & in y‘ act 

of sticking a bodkin into her hair ; which bodkin is of a most 
* 

Elegant make, not much unlike, a modern one, with the difier- 
cuce of a Jupiter or JMinerva carv’d at the End of it ; next week 
we shall mount to see y‘ top of Vesuvius; it is a moslirferrible 
Object indeed, y’ greatest natural wonder I ever yet saw — 
in short we are Encompass’d w'lth classical prodigies & when we 
shall he afile to get out of this Enchanting Circle, I cannot pos- 
sibly tclf — 1 shall wriic the next post to Brother George, from 
whom I expect a letter very soon, tho I receiv’d one from him, 
and another from You at Rome — direct your next, as I desir’d 
before, A Monsieur iVIouhsieur Fran" Barazzi Banquier a Rome — 
or rat her, to Me chez Mons' Fran" Barazzi &c. — 1 have seen y‘ 
S' James’s Chron ; here, & from thence & other papers, I see that 
Xhe Dcutc in in him* goes on as my heart could wish, — I have 
seen letters, where A7/tg is much prais’d & Mm Plym — but 
surely O'Brien & Pope must bear y* belle, the piMr Mids. Night’s 


* A Farce by the Elder Colman;~in which King acted Prattle; Miss Plym, 
Florival ; Obrien, Colonel Tamper ; and Miss Pope, Emily. 


K K 
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Dream I find has failed by a Letter in y' Chron'* ; — I. know ' vi 
Author & love him tho he abuses the Grown Geiftlemen & 

t 

ladies — 

M"' Cibber, I find, is still prudent, & will run no risques of 

f 

reputation to support poor Old, Drury, to whom she has many, 
many obligations — What is become ol* y' /nuasion, y' Dnpe ^, & 
y" nev^ Entertainment ; I hope I shall have some account of ’Em, 
& a good one, in your next, how does Powell go on ? — does 
he keep or lose his ground — if he is to be advis’d don’t let him 
play y'^ fool, as others have done ; remember me to ah of thenr, 
that you think deserve my remembrance ; send me some N(;ws, 
dear Colman, as soon as you receive this — my Love to George — 1 
have not yet receiv’d his letter to Florence : If Clutterbuck is among 
you my best affections to him too, & thank him for his dclightfull 
letter & tell him I hope to have y' solid pudding instead of y’' 
praise — I think hitherto that my Plan of Operations have been 
as nearly follow’d, as y Circumstances w** admit of, so that be y* 
success good or bad, I have my share of y‘‘ pmise as well as of y‘ 
pudding — that for Clutterbuck — pray desire George to let me 


* The Duppy a Comedy, by M" Frances Sheridan ; produced 1 7G4, and con- 

demneda 
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know Koiir David * & all his Children arc (particularly) in his 
next* — JVfy Wife sends her Love to Him & You & CltUterbuck ; 

Your Story of Hubert & his family have not surpriz’d me, as 
we rcc’'‘ a Letter from M"' Hubert & one from Castlefranc: 
there never sure was such a mean Scoundrel f — He had no way 
to Excuse the meanness of his behaviour to us but by pretending 
a falsehood — I was • an Entire Stranger to y* whole ijji^n my 
honour, so y‘ it is impossible my Wife could suspect y' her Jewels 
were chang’d without acquainting me with it — proof positive 
— M"' Hubert might have spar’d herself y' trouble of sending 
such a letter after IM" Garrick to Florence, & she will be sorry 
that she writ it when she knows y' truth, as I suppose she 
may before this — What is become of my friend Gamier ? — 
if he’s in London pray' my Love to Him, we could wish to 
meet him in Italy, 1 fear that he will set out next Spring, & 
then we shall not see him, as our intentions are to go through 
Germany from Venice, & so by Bmssels, & not return to 

* A nephew, I believe, of Garrick. 

f Who was the scoundrel, is, hnc, a little equivocal ; — but it could not have been 
Hubert; for at the cnej of this letter Garrick says his “ heart oiw/fowr” to Hubert 
and others. — Castlefranc was a jeweller. 


K K 2 * 
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Paris — pray let me know his Motions — What is become 'of 
your Terence? I have not yet wrote a Word of y*‘4*'' or 5“’ 
of the Clandestine Maniage*, but I am thinking much about 
it — We are made so much of (as M' Cadwallader) by your 
Dukes & Earls & Barons & Baronets, that T have not a mo- 

4 

ment for thinking — Churchiirs affair makes me unhappy — 
what are you doing with Wilkes ? — is not he undone ? or will 
they gb\#oo/or, & give him once’ again y' advantage? — cS: w' 
will he do with it when he has it ? — My heart overflows to 
Schomberg, Townley, Hubert & I am 

, Ever & most affect’ 

thine my dear Friend 

D. Gakkick 

P. S. I liave in my hurry forgot this* blank side but you can 
make it out — niy Wife & I desire you’ll present our Respects tit 
Lord Bath — I do assure You if ♦ I should not be so Easy 
with the flirtation that his Lordship sends, & M“ Gafrick re- 
ceives so warmly ; however I am. in a Country y' will teach 
me how to ^secure my honour under lock & key, & I hope 


« The joint production of the elder Cktlman and Garrick. 
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to retdrq to England with 'less apprehensions of his Lordship 
— my best wishes to M' Burney I shall write soon to him. 


J Monsieur 

Monsieur Colman 
in Lificolns^Inn 
a Londres 

Innlctcj'ra 


Rome April 11*^ 1764. 

Aly dear Colman, 

Tno’ 1 resolv’d in my last letter to George not to trouble you 
any more till I got to Venice, yet I cannot hold it out so long, 
but must say a word or.two more to you from this Place ; which 
oi’all Places in the World is the most worth coming to & writing 
about — to shew you, that 1 think so, You must know that I am 
antiquity-hunting from morning to night & my poor Wife drags 
her lame leg after me : by y*" bye she is now much better, & we 
have hopes of her being able to run away again from me, if she 
can meet w“' another Capt" Caswell ; She desires her love to you, 
& thanks you for writing to me, as I am sure to be always in 
Spirits for some time after -f receipt of a letter from You : I have 
not been quite so well here as at Naples, which is rather extra* 
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ordinary j whether I fatigu’d myself too much, or whether y' 
Climate does not suit me so well, 1 can’t say, but 1 thave Jiad 
some disagreeable nervous flutterings that made me as, grave, an 
Owl for a few days, but since y® rains have fall’n (& they came 
down here in Pailfulls) & y'‘ Sun is bright upon us, I have been 
as frisky as y' poor flys, who were woefully damp’d by y’’ wet 
weather, but arc now as troublesome & as pert as your humble 
Servant — His Holyness the Pope is trying by prayers tears & 
intercessions to avert the Famine which his State is threaten’d 
with — He has crept up the holy stairs (santa Scala) w"'‘ were 
brought from Jerulasem, he lias order’d processions 8u what not 
— We are not so bad, as they are at Naples, for there indeed 
the Tragedy was deep — I remember some Scenes w'*' horror, & 
since we came away, many People have dropt down in y' Street, 
& been taken away dead, from more want* of food — our Prospect 
at Venice is rather worse, for we hear that y* Plague has spread 
as far as Trieste, & that they begin to talk of Quarantine in y* 
Neighbouring States, if so, we shall run y* gauntlet terribly, but 
we arc not dismay’d, & must go thro’ with it. — I must thank 
you again for the trouble & Care you have had about Count 
Firmian’s books — He is very happy at y' Execution of y'' Com- 
missian, and was highly pleas’d with your sending your own 
matters to him gratis — it pleas’d me much — I have not seen a 
S'. James’s Chronicle since the End of Jaii’ — if I have them ] 
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wish yoi»w‘‘ desire George to keep them for me to rummage over 
whdh 1 edme to England — M'. Baldwin * T hear is no friend to 
our house* — a j)ropos — r I am very angry with Powell for playing 
that detestable part of Alexander — Every Genius must despise 
it, because that, & such fustian-like Stuff, is the bane of true 

r 

merit — If a man can act it well, I mean to please y' People, he 
has something in him that a good actor sh'' not have — he might 
serv’d Pritchard, & himself too, in some goodr’ natural 
character : I hate your Roarers — Delane f was once a fine Jlex~ 
xander — damn y'' Part — I fear ’twill hurt him — but this among 
ourselves^ — 1 was told by a Gentleman who is just come from 
Sterne that he is in a very bad way — I hope Becket has stood 
my I'riend in regard to what he ought to have receiv’d for me, 
some time ago — I had a draught upon him from Sterne for 20 p'*' 
Ever since he went abroad — pray hint this to him, but let him 


* Printer and Proprietor of that Paper. 

f “ Dclanc’s person and voice were well adapted to the parts he generally ucU>d : 

Alexander the Great was his most admired and followed character^ and his success 

in that part brought him from Goodman’s Fields to the more critical Audience of 

Covent Garden." Davies’s Life <f Garrick. 

■ 

^ The Tristram ^/andy Sterne ; who died on the 18th of March 1768, a little more 
than four years after the date of this letter. 



256 


• 4- 

not be ungentle with Sterne--* I have sent the plan of a hhe 
Scene & colour’d, among some small things in a little Box of M'. 
Stanley’s of y* Custom-house — it is in several parts & wrote 
upon y‘ back which is 1*' 2'' &c. — 1 will send a further explan- 
ation of it, but any Italian & our Saunderson will understand it 
— they sh'' go upon it directly, it will have a fine Effect. Many 
thanks to you for y' attendance on the Pantomime — I am sure 
they waV-ed help — no more humour than Brickbats — lam affraid 
that Love * in humourous matters carries too much Gut to be 
Spirited — flip flaps, & great changes without meaning may distil 

from the head, whose Eyes are half asleep ; but humour, my dear 

« 

Cole}, & scenes that shall be all alive alive ho, can only pro- 
ceed from men of small stature, whose Eyes are Either quite 
asleep or quite awake, — in short, from men who laugh heartily, 
& have small scars at y’ ends of their noses f — lam surpriz’d 
about Murphy, & want to know how he - ■ — J from M' Lacy — 


* Vide a former mention of him. 

f This is a complimentary allusion to my father : — an allusion ad homittemt and 
ad nasum. 


r A word omitted in the MS. 
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— poor Llo)’(l * ! & yet I was prepar’d — the death of* any one 

we 4ike don’t shock us so much when we have seen them long 

in a lingring decay — .Where is y bold Churchill? — what a 

noble ruin ! — when he is quite undone, you shall send him 

here, & he shall be shewn among y great fragments of Roman 
♦ 

(ienius — magnificent in Ruin ! — I have wrote this on purpose 
to tell vou that Vollaire in his Additions a F Hidoirc Generali^ at 


page IS.'i under dii Scizianc. Si cefci says somcthkig about 

Iranslating 1‘lautns into Verse that will be of use in y preface to 
'ference - Speetl y ' IMow my d' Irieiul. have you thought of* the 
Cfandca/ific M. f I liin at it — I must desire you to write to me 
once morciv direct a Mens’ Mons'-G-Gentilhomme Anglais chez 
Monsieur Dutens a Turin, & 1 shall get it by hook or by crook. 
I’ray send me all kind of news — a Getter from y^ou will com- 
fort me in bad roads, iSj, thro plague famine — so write 1 beg 
as soon as you receive this — desire (icoige to speak to M’. 
Stanley about my things in his box — my Love to all the 
Schombergs, Townleys, Kings, llogarths, Churchills, Huberts 
&c. &c. &c. V ' most affectionately Ever 

1). G. 


Dav« GAltltlCtC — 

Remember me kindly at home — 

A Mofisirur 
Monsi^r Colman 

in the new Square Lincolns Lin 
Inshillnra London. 
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Venice June 12“' 1704. 


Dear Colman 

I SHALL leave this Place to morrow & return to Padua in order 
to be near the lamous Mud of Abano, which the Physicians here 
tell us, will certainly restore M"' Garrick. She is not worse, but 
she continues lame & the Continuance is very allarmin" — I fret 
to be at home, 1 dread the Italian Suns, & 1 am adraid that my 
presence; is necessary to make a Plan for y*" next Winter — It" I 
can be at home a Month before y opening of y house, I shall 
chink that I have done wonders — I sJi;ill try all iny might to 
compass it — this Venice is the most particular Place in y“ whoit' 
world — it glares upon you at first, & inchants you, but living a 
month here (like y" honey moon) brings you to a temperate con- 
sideration of things, & you long for your terra firma liberty 
again — I am tir'd to death ; tho 1 have seen here such sights 1 
had no Conceptioil of but in Fairy land, & have seen the Visions 
of the Arabian Nights realiz’d by the Venetian Regate ; 'I his 
Show was given the 4*'' of this Month in honour of our King & 
to entertain the .Duke. I shall be a week in telling you all I saw 
& felt that Day. Such Elegant luxury ! which [ilainly sliew’d, 
that the Contrivers were as little formidable in war & Politicks, 
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Sliew — I have taken my Evening Walks of ll^editation on the 
Rialto, &• have fancy ’d myself waiting for my friend Pierre, but 
the whole -Idea has vanifili’d at the Sight of a Venetian Noble, 
who can give you no Idea in look & in dress but that of an 
Apparitor to a Spiritual Court in the Country — 

but then their C’ourts of Justice ! & their Lawyers ! If 

there is any thing more particularly ridiculous than another, it 
is one of their Pleadings — It was some Minutes before I re- 
cover’fl my Senses, & when 1 found 1 was really awake & in 
a Court ft!' Justice,' I was ready to burst w " laughter — it is 
inconceiVably strange, & more whimsical & outree than the 
Italian theatre — &yet all sober People agree that their decrees 
are generally just & impartial. 

1 have been buying Pictures & books & am scarce able to 
hold my Pen with fatigue — I have no Joy now in thinking on 
y" Stag^, & I shall return (if I must) like a Rear to the Stake — 
and this baiting, my good friend, is no joke after forty. — 

pray tell (ieorge that I hope' he has written me a I'ong letter to 
Ausburff/i w*'* a lull acc‘ of what Business is ready for y“ • (Cam- 
paign — I have ^been thinking of it seriously — I am in treaty 
w''‘ a fine Dancer, & hope to succeed at Padua — pray write me 

L L 2 
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a letter A Mens' Mens' Amman 'llanquier a Ausbqrgli, & I 
shall receive it in my way to England — send me Word »what 
People really say about me, & what yoii think of our affairs. 

I have rec’d an obliging letter from Powell — his playing 
himself to rags astonishes me! — what can be y*' meaning of 
it? — damn Alexander — 0 horrible horrible &’ ! — Delane got 
credit ^ that Stuff — damn it, I say again — 

I believe after all that you had better write to me at Calais 
sometime after you receive this k not to AOsburgh — «Alter that 
sweating, tedious Journey, a long letter from you will be* consola- 
tion indeed — Let George write too — I hope y' great Seem* w 
Saunders was prej)aring is getting ready — T have rec' (ieorge’s 
last — (Tod bless you. 

Invjliltctra 
To Gewgc Colman 
in the wra Square 

Lincolih Inn London 
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Paris Nov" KV'’ I7G-1 

, My (U'ar Col man 

1 015KV y' friendly Commands# & write the first post — I have 
for a ion^ time (I hope it will never be so long again) been im- 
patient fi)r a letter from you : I hope you did not direct any 
letter to Nancy, as I desir’d, for I found not one for me there. 

I could wish that (Tcorge w' Enquire if M’ Beighton of Egham 
rec' my letter, & whether he answer’d it, if he did, that likewise 
is lost ; tho in general 1 have been very lucky in those matters 
— You say that you want to talk with me, & have many, many 
things to say to me — I do assure You, that I never close my 
without believing that 1 am Emptying all my Store of 
friendly prattle into your Ears, & receiving Yours into mine : 
Had I been happy ejiough to have caught you here, my dear 
Friend-! 1 should not have wanted James’s Powder, d’Exercise 
du Cheval, et beaucoup de dissipation j as all the french Doctors 
have prescrib’d, & I have had thVee of ’Em*— w ‘ with three 
German ones, & Two of my own Country, make the Number 
Eight — Eight Physicians, my good Friend, and still alive ! & very 
likely to continue so — so set your honest heart at rest ; & per- 
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haps those) of my other friends, who care about me/ may hot 
be wholly insensible at y' Intelligence. 


1 am a little y'‘ worse for wear, & and was so alter’d a fortnight 
ago, that I was not known, till I spoke ; but now, my Cheeks are 
swelling, my belly rounding, &. I can pass for a tolerable looking 
French Man ; but my Nerves, S" : my nerves — They are agitated 
at times ; & the Duke of Devonshire’s death had very near crackt 
them - they kept his Death from me by the manag' of the best 
of W omen & Wives, till I was better able to struggle with such 
a Heart-breaking loss — Hp lov’d me to the greatest Confidence, 
Sl 1 deserv’d it by iny gratitude, tho not by my Merits — 1 must 


not dwell upon this subject, it shakes me from head to foot — 
1 can’t forget him — and the blow was as dreadful to me in my 
weak condition as it was unexpecteci — I heard nothing ol‘ 
Hubert & Hogarth before your letter told me of their Deaths 


— I was much affected with your News, the loss of so many of 
my acquaintance in so short a time is a melancholly reflection : 
(^hurchill 1 hear, is at the point of death at Boulogn, This may 
be report oyly — he is certainly very ill — what a lust of pub- 
lishing has [assess’d him for some time past — the greatest 
(lonius no more than the greatest Beauty, can withstand such 
continu’d prostitution — I am sorry, very sorry for him — such 
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'Fftlents with prudence had* commanded the Nation — I liave 
seerf som^ extracts I don’t admire — What is Brown’s book upon 
Poetry ? pray let ihe Jhavc some literary intelligence — how 
could M' Franklin * imagine that any difference between 
us would affect any of his dramatic productions ? 1 hope 

my heart is free from any injustice, & malignity of that kind — 
Lacy at present manages our Theatre — if* he receives M 
F’s Performance, 1 • wish it Success — this paragraph you ma\ 
read to him if you please — did you receive my I^etter about our 
(’ometly — I shall begin, the first moment I find my comic Ideas 
return to^iie to divert myself w"' Scribbling — say something to 
mo u])on that Subject — 1 have consider’d our 3 Acts, & with 
some little alterations they wiH do — I’ll ensure them. 

Mad liOrd Bath behav’d to you as he ought & not suffer’d 

Cv 

himself at the last to be flatterd by a learned Lady & her flat - 
terers, 1 shoidd have drop! a tear too, but my Nerves bore the 
News eff his death without agitation — Madame la Precieuse, I 


• * Afterwards, Francklin : —he translated Sophocles, Lucian, &c. ; was 

Aiitl)or of several English plays, and various other works. He is mentiontxl in the 
Boscittd : 

Others tor Fraucklin voted, but ’twas known 
ITc sicken'd at all triumphs but his own.” 
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« , 

any of his Countrymen — He was last Sunday at the Ambassadoi^s 

— I went directly to our good friend Mons' de Beaumont, & aik’d 

^ • 

him if it was not possible to do something in your affair here — 

He thinks you sh ' lose no time in sending over your Security and 

papers to him, if you can’t conveniently come yourself — I don’t 

« 

know whether ybu would not have a better chance to manage 
him here than in England or Ireland — & if he has money why 
should not You try all you can to get it ? — • I know my Banker 
would not trust him — but he has money & spends it like a Iboi 

— dont lose a moment — the matter is of great Conse<juence — 
1 would really let all other affairs give way to this — 2000 P'’ is 
no small object — do you think my plaguing him would be of ser- 
vice? — if it would — I’ll haunt him Day & Night* — my return 
to England is fix’d for y'' beginning of April, but I have a week 
or ten days allow’d me for packing up & getting away — 1 shall 
certainly be in England (Accidents excepted) by y° middle of 
that month, suppose you could be here in February (& y" sooner 
y' better) would it not be a better scheme ? — Terence will not 
be the worse for a little delay, the Baronet grows worse & worse 


* All the foregoing relates to certain pecuniary accommodations given my 
lather to a dathit^ Baronet of his time, (now no more,) whose name it would lie 
indelicate to mention^ 
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in for(\ii\e) Credit, & honour Every day — nil mihi rescribas &c 
was* never better apply’d nor quoted — 

1 hope you have receiv’d some comfort from M' Hutchinson, 
You must not sleep over this matter, it has been too long neg- 
lected already, & yet I suppose, some managm^ with General 

• 

P- will be necessary — have you told him of it? — 'do you think 
of opening it to Him ? — perhaps it would be better to hear it 
from y' self, than from y‘ next Oars (as they call themselves) the 
Darlin^tons — you cannot hide it from y‘‘ world, & they will per- 
haps be very ready for many reasons, to tell it — think of it 
seriously — I shall send the Prospectus of Monet’s book to 
Becket by a Gentleman who sets out for Eng'^ tomorrow * — I 
shall beg of you to say something about it in* y' S' James’s — I 
will enclose a Note to you & perhaps save you y® trouble — He 
will send an Advertisement to Becket to be put into y*' Papers 
for 3 or 4 times — the book will be most Elegant & entertaining 
upon all accounts — if ray Brother George can find by y*' help of 


* The Sieur Mmrnet rndcavoured, in November, 1 749, to establish the exhibition 
of French Plays, in the Hay Market ; — many of the nobility patronised the attempt, 
but John Bull would not suiler it ; riots ensued in the theatre, and the S$eur, and 
his Troop, left the Country. 


mm2 
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(ioringe y" liook-binder three vols. of NvgcnfH Tour thro’ Eu- 
rope in twelves — (1 have one Vol’ here, y* others 'are iir my 
Study) — I shall give them to AT' Beaumont — & -there are 
people coming from London Everyday — perhaps you’ll bring 
them y‘ self — My health is better & better — a Kingdom for a 

f 

horse — ’tis yoilr only remedy — write to me soon, <S: let me 
know y' determination I shall say nothing of y ‘ Drama, y 
affair Engroscs me wholly — affecE Yours 

1). (»AKKKK 


— all hurry — 


To 

(icorsfc Colman JEsff 

in ^eat (iueen street 

near Lincolns-InnJieUts 
Ijondofu — 


Jan' *27** 1765. 

Dear Colman, 

I HOPE you have receiv’d my letter concerning y' Chevalier E. 
— let me know your intentions & y' motions — I think you have 



269 


nu time to lose — Strike — k perhaps you’ll find y' Iron not quite 
cold, — I have taken a Slice at the Law-Oratory here — 1 have 
hdard GerlncTf the french Mansfield, twice — He has great merit, & 
pleaded with great Avarthth, & force — I was much pleas’d — it 
was a Cause celebre^ & y particulars are too long to send you — 1 
could he glad that something was put into the S' James’s Cliro- 
nicle, or into Says paper for my friend Monet — You have seen Ins 
Prospectus at Becket’s- by this time — the 3 Vol are very Elegant, 
y** Songs well chosen, & the ornaments very well fancy’d exe- 
cuted with great Taste — the price is only 30 livers, french — 
about 8 i^i'*' a Vol‘.. his Expence for Engraving of y' Musick, & 
cuts w '' the paper which is made on purpose for him, will amount 
to more than a thousand Louisd’ors. 

Suppose there was avi Extract of a Letter from Paris ? — in 
w'‘ many things may be mention’d & y' friend among y*' rest, 
that it may take off all suspicion from me : I should be glad that 
you would add, diminish, correct, & blow a little pepper into y 
tail of y® following Nonsense. 

— Extract of a letter from Paris — • 

■ ■ “ the great subject of Conversation here at jire- 

sen{ is the affair of the Hermaphrodite who has married a (iirl 
at Lyons — they’ have annull’d y*' marriage there, & in their Sen- 
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tencc have condemn’d the Hermaphrodite to wear Woman’s Ap- 

Cf * 

parel hereafter — from y* Circumstances of his Cai^ (& , very 
strange they are) the Sentence is thought unjust, & there is an 
appeal from it to y* Courts here, & the Curious wait with great 
impatience for the Consequences the Philosophical Dictionary 
which has made so great a noise here, & thought to be Voltaire’s, 
is absolutely disown’d by him, & for very good reasons, the par- 
liament has taken it into consideration, & if the Author is known, 
He may have reason to repent both of his Wit & his Indecency 

— the Flay house (the french one I mean) cannot stand against 
the comick Operas at the Italians — the last which is 1;akcn from 
our George Barnwell, & call’d I’Ecole do la .Teunesse, .is much 
admir’d — They have chang’d the Murder of the Uncle into an 
intention of robbing his Scrutorc, where the Young Man finds 
his Uncle’s Will, in which he is left Heir, to all his Uncle’s Estate 

— this occasions a new Catastrophe, by repentance &c & it En'ds 
happily & heavily — this brings me to mention the former Di- 
rector of y* Comic Operas, our old Friend Monet, I}e is y" 
gayest mah at Paris — He has got Enough by his Operas to live 
happily, he has honorably paid all his debts that his unfortunate 
expedition to London brought upon him. He is greatly belov’d 
by the Men of Wit & Pleasure who have assisted him in collect- 
ing materials for three Vol’ of the most chosen Songs in ‘the 
french language — it will be a complete history of their Lyrick 
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Po6try — ‘He has great taste himself & he began his Collection 

• • 

wherf he wUs y' Manager of Operas — His Engravings for y*^ Mu- 
sick, his efegant designs* exquisitely executed, with the happy 
choice ol’ the poetry, will make a very great addition to y® Mu- 
sical Library — the sotigs are all new set by y“ best Masters 
here — pray recommend them as warmly to Friends as I most 
sincerely & warmly to you — ” 

1 write in confusion for y' Ambassador's Private Secretary 
has promis’d to send this for me in his packet & the man waits 
lor it — 1 think you must leave me out as I have, or begin y' 
Paragraph about me ; “ our little Stage Heroe looks better than 
he did &c”* — if you think it right speak of nie as you please, 
gravely, ludicrously, jokingly or how you will, so that I am not 
suspected to write it — pray touch this matter up for us & be- 


• t*™®** 8®"® bey,ond what might have formerly been 

supposed it’s ultima Thuk't here were a lesson from a Master of Arts ! •— Alas, Alas ' 
dwell there such Uttk souls in great men ! — Oh, Garrick, Garrick ! that any man, 
of true talent, (whether fully aware of his established fame or not,) should fi»rget 
.the dimity of genius, and descend to this ! ! ! 



272 


lieve me at nil times & in all humours — walking, trotting 'or 
Galloping 

Ever & Ever. 


D. Garrick 


Send the Enclos’d directly to George. 


Puns' Feb’ IG'" 

I 

Dear Col man. 

You see by y Enclos’d that yon will have a letter by y' next 
post — when y liar sends it, I shall diiect it only, & put it into 
y post — I have desir’d to see him, for it was much ado that we 
knew how to send y letter, but he keeps with y‘ lady, & sees No 
body chez lui — I’ll go to y" Embassador’s tomorrow in. hopes of 
catching him, & I will call at Mad Clair’s for that purpose too ; 
but I am sorry that you did not draw upon him in my favour (as 
y Trade calls It) & then I slv' have had a sort of right to tor- 
ment him — he has some ready money at present, & I could wish 
that we had our 150 out of it — Mons" do Beaumont wants to 
know what Security you have, Sa he can tell you what is to be 
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done her(i — thoif you are safe in Ireland what more can be done 
al^oul y' great debt ? 

My dear Col man you frighten’d with me y Extract of a Lett' 
from I^ris — I am very sorry that you mention’d y' woeful want 
of me ns Manag^ Act’' — they wijl suspect it came from me, & I 
have no right to say so much, as I have been taking my pleasures 
iS: left y' Theatre for a time — it appears ungenerous & ungratefbll 
in me : which hurt me much — I beg that you will do all you can 
to make then> not think y' jiaragraph mine, if I am suspected — 
1 never in my life prais’d myself* knowingly except a little matter 
in \ Fi'iObfcriad*, w '' always pinch’d me — perhaps I am too 
sensible about this delicacy, K' nobody thinks about rnt? or y* 

Extract — settle my mind about that matter in y' next — the 

« 

dcivil was in you to mention the hoop at Sadler's Welh^ for 1 wrote 
that very thing to my ]• riend Arden at Ijord Spencer’s — I de- 
sir’d you to say something against me f, & you stuck y pen in y 
heart, tSi wrote as you felt — I wish from my Soul that you had 


* A PtHjm by Garrick, agaiiisl a Mr. Fit/,|)utrirk, who was at the head of the riol.-> 
wlictel)y half-price was cstablislied in the J.undon Theatres; — except on tiie night^ 
wiien a new I’antoiniine was exhibited, during the first winter of it’s perfurniatiee. 

t Not exactly so; — see tlic foregoing letter. 

N 
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not — If Becket mentions you to any body, it is just bad — 
Mad ' Biccoboni (a very good Novelist, & a generous Creaturtj,) 
is very angry with Becket. 1 took liis paft — 1 fear he did not d(> 
right, she is mucli hurt at him — We had a fine laugh at Baron 
D’Albach’s (where you din’d once) about the Wteked Comp." I 
keep ; I am always with that J^et. pray set my Mind at Ease, 1 
hate to be thought malicious — 


Has George said any thing to you about it ? — pray tell me 
for I can’t know Elsewhere, w’ is become of Ifardham's Girl ? — 
& tell me what Poem is that against Murphy & others — there is 
likewise a Vol' of Poetry with cuts & very pretty head & tail 
pieces I saw in Suard’s hands — pray let me know something 
about these matters. 

ever 

& cordially 


P.S. vive la Clandestine 
Marriage ! 


1). Ct. 


* It appears, from this, that the elder Colniaii had work’ll ujioii (Jarrick’s him- 
for a pi^ transmitted in the last letter, and had published his notable performanee 
in the Newspaper, so us to displease or alarm the mighty EnglTsh Roscius. 1 n joii c 
to find that my father was considered a bungle}' in such an agency- 
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Marchs* 1765. 

My dear Col man 

1 HAVE done my utmost for you, & more by lialf than I w**. 
have done for invself — He never would see me, tho once 1 
thought I sh ' have liad that honour — ho promisM to meet me, 
hut instead of koopiug his word he sent me the Enclos’d — 1 
need not trouble you with the whole of our Correspondence the 
two last will suflice, as they are y' finishers — you have heard 

I’roiu him I su])pose — 

% 

I think you arc a little too hard upon the Author, ray friend 
Sir, ol’ y Seige of Calais ^ — there is flummery to he sure, but 
there is good Stuff too, vS:. he will write better, nay he has — for 
he* read to mo one call’d Ifahriele dc Vergi a famous Story, that 
to me is worth two of y' Seige of Calais — however the french 
World is mad after it, if mv friend’s head does not turn w'ith 
it, it may boast great good (Qualities. 

Y ou did not answer all my Enquiries in my last, yt>U are affraid 
of making me uneasy, hut 1 am as sound as a — what shall I sax ? 


* Moils' De Belloy. 

N N 2 
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— nervous man ban be — J\r PaucKaud has not seen me but 3 
times I believe, & tlie last time was at his own house, jhst after a 
return of my fever — but perhaps he spoke as he wish’d, & if ‘so 
I am flatter’d, lor he is a very sensible agreeable man — you 
made me laugh at The farthing Candles — what a true picture ! 

— I am happy w'*' y' thoughts of seeing you upon y road, I will 
give either George or You Notice of my coming if I see you at 
Canterhunj it will suffice, & I can perhaps tell you y" day or night 
we shall be there — so you have nothing to do, but bo ready 
booted and spur’d (as y' Knights of old yerc) &; set off at a mo- 
ment’s warning — Terence for Ever my dear little gr/^at Friend 

— there’s your mind and body at once ! 

I shall send you next Monday a little parcel — a great secret 

— tis a Fable I have written, y' Sick Monkey^ to be publish’d at 
my return t — Severe upon myself — I have likewise got a print 
engrav’d by Gravelot, I shall send you the plate — I would have 
Becket be in y'' Secret and print it but not publish it under his 
name for it may be suspected — I shall cut it, & you may cut 


* Another little art of CJarrick ; — a poetical anonymous satire upon himselij hij 
himself ; to excite curiosity, previously to his re-appcarancc : — It failed of it's pur- 
pose, and fell still’-born from the Press. 
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more, br^return what I have 'quered — You'll find your Self there 
as a Galh’way — I have given some of my friends, whom I love, 
a' little filfip — for Heaven’s sake take care to be Secret — when 
Becket gives it to be publish’d, he must swear the Printer to 
Secresy for fear of offending Me — I shall speak to Foley about 
y' Stockings — the other thing will most certainly be seiz’d — If 
I could bring Notre Dame upon my back for you, you sh'' have it 
— Marmontcl has given an Imitation of Churchill’s Character of 
Me at y' End of y Rosciad finely done ! 

Yours most 

affect'" D Garrick 

pray give my Letter to JM'. Fitzherbert — Becket has it. Hoc- 
hcrcau the Bookseller here brings you this — pray be civil to him 
& give him a dish of (’offee. 


Paris March 10“ 176.'!. 

My dear Colman. 

% 

I CAN very readily believe what you tell me of ray Brother 
Consul — He will never forgive my being the means of his 
making a figur6 in the World — but this between Ourselves 
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— I have other matters for you wlien I see you, & jvliich he 
does not expect — but Mum — pray does Powell cantinue to 
visit you, & get a little Sense from you, pr is he topsy tiirvcy litc 
y rest & thinks like Ric ' y' 3“' that he is himself alone ? 1 hope 
he is wiser — but I’ll answer for Nothing or Nobody in a play- 
house — the Devil has put his hoof into it, & he was a D'occi\ er 
from y' beginning of y‘ world — tell me really what you think of 
him — I am told by several that he will bawl & roar — Ross^ I 
hear, has got reputation in Lear — 1 dont doubt it — the Town is 
a facetious Gentleman — What do you mean, my good friend, by 
my being oblig'd to appear, if I manage? upon looking over y' letter. 
I find your words are Expected to appear — 1 must inlreat you to 
he very sincere with me — do the Town in general rcalli/ wish to 
see me on y' Stage ? or are they (which 1 rather think y' truth) 
as cool about it as their humble Servaift ? — 1 have no maw Ibr 
it, at all & yet something must be done to restore our credit : 
that I may be able to ]>lay, & as well as Ever, J will not denv, 
but that I am able to do as I have done, wear «S: tear, I* neither 
must or can, or will — the Physicians here, D" Gem among the 
rest, advise me, to a man, against appearing again — 1 had a little 


* Noh epheopari 
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nervous ^tack last week, & the D' croakt more hoarse than usual 
against my thinking to do as formerly, tranquillity & retireni' 
from business (he says) kre the only means to make me Mysell 
again. A Tragedy here call’d y' Sci^e of Calais written bv a 
Friend of y' Clairon it also my intimate has made y' FcopU* 
mad. * the Boxes from top to bottom arc all taken for Months (u 
come — they give it gratis next Wednesday to y' Feoplc, when v' 
Doors will be open’d' at 12 o’Clock at Noon, & the May will be- 
gin at 2. ’tis y‘ present Epidemical distemper — the Author has 
rec' many favours from y' King — 3000 livers — a Gold Medal 
— Liberty’ to dedicate to him — &.w’ not — the French will 
hardly bear to hear a Criticism upon it — the following distich i.< 
handed about in terrorera. 

D’nn Auteur Catoycn vouloir ternir rhonneur, 

(’’cst pretendre a I’Esprit au dej)cns de son Coeur. 

however .’there are some objections made by y' cooler ^'e^Y — there 
is much merit in y‘' Flay, & more luck in y® Choice of the Sub- 
ject — 1 rejoice at the success, for Mons' de Relloy. the Author 


* The dales of tliis and the preceding letter are accurately copied from tin- ori- 

^i nftls ; it seems, therefore, from this, that Garrick had forgot his mention of tlie 

Sienc de Calais, in the former letter. 
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of it is a most ingenious modest & deserving man — hh Genius 
is an honour to his own Country & would be to any other — You 
may mention something of this in y*" S' .Thames’s but not from Me 
— now to serious business we’ll advance — 

I cannot get a Meeting with y® Chevalier — he is never at home 
& has not yet appointed a Meeting w”' me. 1 send you the last letter 
1 had from him — I would have you write directly to him & before 
I set off, I will endeavour to get y® draught accepted, for our Friend 
de Beaumont advises that — I will certainly have a categorical 
answer from him, w ’’ may .force him to acceptance & (lien I will 
leave the Note in good hands to get the money by force. T had 
a consultation with M' Beaumont & another Lawyer, they both 

thought the getting the bill accep'. the best way — y- Indemnifl- 

■ 

cation must pass y common Fleas (you know how) before we 
could ask a permission here to execute it upon S' tl. a round 
about way, but might be done — the method in hand is y® 
i)est, c‘ we but get him to Accept. I have sent you a'C’opy of 
my letF (Copied by my Italian Serv ) when I sent y‘ Note (for I 
could not see him) & his answer — You must press the Accept- 
ance, & say, that you shall make a bad figure with me, that 1 
have laid out money for you, & in my next to him, I shall desire 
an Answer in a very plain manner ; & hint that you have not 
us’d me well to send me a draught was doubtfull of acceptance 
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— if you like this Scheme/ let me know directly — for I shall 
have but ‘just time to do it, as it sh'' be done — I shall follow y' 
(directions. This Is all J can say at present, for y° boy waits to 
take it to our Ambassador’s — it goes by his bag — 

Y" Ever & most 
truly D, (t 


A Gentlfeman yesterday shew’d me a letter from England in 
which was the following lines to me have they been in y® Papers ? 

To Mr. Garrick 

Take Pity Garrick on our Erring Youth, 

Restore their minds to Shakespeare & to truth ; 
Return, return^, our hopes are all in Thee — 

Save us — from Tweedledum & Tweedlcdee ! 

1 have not got it right the third line is better in y* Original 
but I have not time to recollect it — 


o 0 
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Easter Sunday — 

My Dear Colman. 

I HAVE sent you y‘' nonsense that 1 threatened you with in my 
last * — I am rather pleas’d with the notion, & shall continue so, 
till you undeceive me. 1 have copy’d it hastily, but you can 
make it out — if you approve y® Scheme pray let it be printed 
ready for my Arrival, — 1 shall either send or bring a littlt* 
Copper plate by Gravclot, representing y® Fable with great taste* 

spirit — I would have it printed in Quarto, & well— if you 

* ¥ 

will correct the Sheets for me, I shall be haj)py — ’tis written in 
too great hurry to be correct, but yon will lick y" Cub, or knock 
it on y® head, if it is Shapeless. — I think the Names of y' 
Animals sh‘ be in small Capitals, &• in the dialogue part 
one of y® Speakers should be in Italicks which I have Tnark’'d 
thus 

there are some half lines from Shakespear pray mark them if 
you think proper, & if you can think of a good Motto, down 

. i: * ^ 

with it — I once thought of McdtcMS mm. 


Mis poem of the Sick Monkey. 
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I have given a Stroke at'D' Hill, & y'= College of Physicians, 
Yoy may.out with it — I believe y* personal Satire is best avoided 

1 cannot say exactly^ what day we shall set out, but I will 
either let you or George know — if George can get us a good 
Cook we shall bo oblig’d to him, & a house Maid, but we could 
wish that they had some Character fix’d to their tail — I hate to 

change & the general run of ’em arc such infernal B that 

my ('onstancy is always to give way or I should neither be clean, 
or able to Eat. 

If you jvould be so obliging to write me a line by y® next post 
chez L’Aiibergistc a la Table Royale a Calais, I shall have great 
pleasure to receive a letter from you after my Journey — Yon 
will do it I know because it will give me pleasure — speak your 
mind about my Fable freely — 1 have no Mother’s pangs with 
ally of my bastards. 

I have this moment seen M' Beaiiclerk from London — he 
speaks strangely of Powell — be sincere with me upon that 
head — What all my Children ! 

I fear he has taken a wrong turn — have you advis’d him ? 
Do you see him ? is he gratefull ? is he modest ? or is he con- 
ceited & — undone ? 


o o 2 
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once more, my good friend, correct my fable keep y** Secret 
most sacredly — Bcckct is y' man, but not to be publi/n’d under 
his name, it may be printed ready & yf ^*rint for y“ frontispiece 
may be struck off in day or two. 

Y” Ever my dear Coley 

while D Ga’iiuick. 

I shall let George know the moment I set out, which will cer- 
tainly be either next Sunday, or some day y" week after. 

burn this for fear of Its being lost & of course \j^etting the 
powder of our Squib — 

a dreadful purging yesterday — better to day, & always in Spirit 
with y“ hopes of seeing my little Galloway — 

You would not answer that part of my last Let' which related 
to y" fears of y® Publick’s not being satisfy’d widi my. Manage- 
ment without Acting — you did not explain that — no matter 
— 1 am prepar’d — be civil I beg you to Hochereau — I have 
receivd great honours from y® Princes du Sang — I shall return 
to you quite a Clody in the fop’s fortune 
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Dec' ag-* 1 765. 

My dear friend 

I WISH I had partaken of y" feast of letters this Morning at 
Strahan’s — 1 must tell you thit one of y“ Parties (D •Lowth) 
read one of Terence’s plays in y' translation with Gamier (who 
is now at Hampton) cS: was highly entertain’d with it, iJv: pro- 
nounc’d it a most excellent performance — I could not help 
sending ^ou this piece ol* news, for the Dr’s Judgment is of too 
much consequence not io fed it 

Y'" Ever & Ever 
D. G 

Tc. 

i (jeorf^e Colman Esq^ 


Xmas day 

1)' Coley. 

(ion forgive me — I wrote the nonsense on yc other side, or 
vither compos’d it, while our Parson was preaching this morn- 
ing — it is a kind of Rondeau which the french k our fools 
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that imitated y'" Tverc oftce very fond of. I have read yf three 
Acts of y' Comedy *, & think they will do special well — ^^but 
why didn’t you finish y® first Act as you would have it ? & if yoii 
had hinted at L'* Ogleby’s vanity & amorous disposition, by way 
oi’ preparation to y‘‘ 4"' Act (as we talk’d it over) would it not 
have made y® strong scene there more natural ? — I shall be with 
you onFryday, A shall dine at four, if you have nothing better 
to do, You’ll take a minc’d pye with us, or call in after dinner 
— I think y® Grown Gentleman f will do, if Mess'' Hart & Dukes 
will not set their Scholars upon us — 

What I have to say to you is said on the other side — 

Ever 

& most afibet- 

D : Garrick 

I have schem’d my Epilogue it will be uncommon at least - 


* The Clandestine Marriage. 

f Allusive, probably, to an essay in a periodical series called The Gentleman^ 
written by my father ; which he continued only to a few numbers. 
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diristmtis day 

Td George Colraan. 

• May Xmas give thee all her cheer, 

.And lead thee to a happy year ! 

Tho wicked Gout has come by stealth, 

And threats Encroachments on my health ; 

Tho still my foes indulge their Spite, 

And, wlmt their malice prompts, will write ; 

Tho now to me tho Stage is hatefull. 

And He, who owes me most, ungratelull ; 

Yet think not, George, ray hours are sad. 

Oh no — my heart is more than glad ; 

That Moment all ray Cares were gone, 

When You k I again were One ; 

This gives to’ (’hujstmas all her cheer, 

And leads me to a haity year. 


Frum these lines, and the following short letter, it may be supposed there had 
been some misunderatondings between the parties, which were soon adjnst(.>d. 



m 


My dear Colman. 

Becket has been w“' me, &. tells me of y' friendly intentions 
towards me — I should have been beforehand with You liiad I 

I 

not been ill w^'‘ y’’ beef-steaks & arrack punch last Saturday 
oblig’d to leave y® Hay house. 

He that parts us, shall bring a brand from Heav’n 
And hre ns hence 


Ever Yours 

Old & New friend 
D: Garrick. 


To 

George Cciman Es^ 


* Most probably, (from the fere and the day,) at the Beef-Steak Club. — This 
letter, possibly,. might have preceded* that which is printed immediately before it. 



289 


April 12^ 66 

My dear Coley 

1 must say a word to you by our friend Keate — he is a very 

agreeable man, & has comforted me much in this strange mixture 

• 

of mortals at Bath — No man starts a laugh better, or makes a 

• 

better chase — but alass ! my dear friend, my hunting is over — 
I was last week feather’d Mercury, & now I have lead at my 
heels : I have a very serious fit of y*" Gout, & how long it will 
last, & wlien I shall see you, ev’n my good D' llalpho * can’t tell 
me — 1 am in general cent p' cent better for my present purga- 
tory — Qualms — pukings, purgings, & Yellowness have left 
me, & I have no complaint but my gouty leg, (of the Street-post 
order) that occasions fne to break a Commandment a little 
oftner than I us’d to do, 

1 was* preparing to Exhibit for a few nights at Drury Lane but 

* t 

I believe I must decline it, & I trust his M y will excuse 


Ralph Sehomberg — u Physician then pructisingi at Bath 


P P 
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« • f 

me — pray consider Quin's Epitaph a little* — dont kurry y' 
self, I have time enough — I shall not send it to the*^tatuury, 

. f 

till I have been some time in London 1 Criticism* about y* 
Epilogue I believe is just — I was afraid of disconcerting my 
Water-drinking, and hurried it a little too much — there is some- 
thing however that will do — w“' ’ t’other lick — how goes our 
bastard on? — We have Escap’d well — Hawkcsworth has been 
kind — it pleas’d me much — Who wrote y® Answer to Kenricic's 
review ? Johnson sent it to me thro’ Stcevens last week — but 
Mum — it is not quite y® thing : by J’s fondness for it, he must 

have felt K . what things we are ! & how littfe are we 

known — 1 will always except You & Me — for I think our 
hearts are well known to Each other — if Either of us had had the 
least ingredient of some of y® mortal Compositions that shall 
be nameless — we might have lost the greatest blessing of our 
lives — at least I speak for One. I am oblig’d to write last & 

W 

dont know if I am well understood — but I can’t correct — I am 
sure that your Plautus must please f — I wish you had rid y' 


* QuM% epitaph, by Garrick, is engraved upon his monument, in the Abbey 
Church, at Bath. 

f The elder Colman, as it has been previously observed, 'contributed the trans- 
lation of one play to Thornton’s Plautus. 
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hands*of. it — for * • * • — coetera desi& . — I saw y friend M 
Selwyn Itere & spoke to him — I have seen Clutterbuck &, all goes 
well : we *shall come to. Town together, & then y® whole may be 
settled — thank you for attending George to Hampton — what 
said the french Hero? — did he seem to be satisfy’d with me? 
— he did very wrong to take such a journey contrary to my di- 
rections — voila I’ctourderic fran9oise — Pray when you see Da- 
r/>« the llookseller,. assure him that I bear him not the least 
malice (which he is told I do) for having mention’d the Vulgar- 
isms in the Clandestine Marriage — and that I may convince him 
tliat all is.well between us — let him know that I vras well assur’d, 
that lie wrote his Oiticism before he had seen y® Play, i^uod 
cr‘ dan"". — 1 Ibrgot to tell George that I would have him consult 
w'ith M' Bcighton about the Seeds that came from Obrien — He 
(Beighton) will know bc^.ter what to do with them than my Gar- 
diner — desire George to write to him, & send the Seeds by 
the first opportunity — Baka- the Bookseller will tell him how to 
send the Seeds the Easiest & readiest way. Keatc is now \v''' 
me, & his Postchaise at the door, so I can only say — what 
I have said a thousand times, & what I will say to y® last moment 
of my Life that 

I am my dear Colman’s 

Ever affectionate friend 

D Gakrick 


p p 2 
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I 

Hampton 

Fryday 

Dear Colman 

M” Garrick will wait upon you with great pleasure on tliunday 
next — pray let Schomberg be of y“ Party, we have not seen him 
a long while & we love him — 

The Gentleman * is excellent, more when I see you 

• Ever & affect ' 

Y-' 

D Garrick 

I hope y' Spleen f will continue — We are jaunting it for a few 
days 

George Colman Esqr 


* The periodical Paper already mentioned. 

I* A Farce so called, written by the elder Colman. 
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June 30 a 1766'. 

Dear Colman, 

1 rfejoice much at your safe arrival at Paris — You set out in 
Storm & tempest & wc were afraiid that the Sea would have been 
rather too frisky for y' Stom^ichs. — but the worst is past, & I 
hope Madam & You are well contented with Leviez & his ac- 
('onimodations. to begin with what you are most interested about, 
I must tcjl, that y' sweet boy • is at this instant as happy & as 
well as Ever I knew him — I have’ made him two visits since 
y' tleparture, which he has taken most kindly — the last time 
his Eyes sparkled when he saw Me — He is greatly desirous to 
know why I call him • Georgy go ging — & has very seriously 
interrogated his Duenna about it — We have work’d very haril 
in the Garden -togeather, & have play’d at Nine-pins, till I was 
oblig’d jto declare oft’ — He is well taken care of indeed — the old 


* I am aware of the laugh 1 sliall excite, by publishing tliis description of myself, 
as “ a wcet boy ” — and, were it not for tlie vanity of quoting my own scribbling, 
1 might say, that my acquaintance would exclaim, like Job Thornberry, in John 
Bull, — “ Are You die pretty Boy ? — bless my soul, hcfoi you are altered /” 
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Lady & the maiden Pierce, are most trusty Guardians, &'bc as- 
sur’d that you may set y' tender licarts at rest about hijM — J go 
to Essex tomorrow, & at my return. We arc to have a day 
Hampton, & he is to make love to my niece Kitty, & a plumb- 
])iidding — He seems very fond of y‘‘ Party, & we will endeavour 
to make him forget his loving parents — once more my dear 
friend. Let not a single tiiought about y' Boy disquiet You — 
He could not be better if you were with him — so no more of 
that.. 

Thompson din’d with me at Hampton — Ixe spoke vgry highly 
and affect^ of You — he has no design upon us the next Season, 
but talks of trying his hand again — he intends writing to you, 1 
believe him to be a very good natur’d, well-meaning man — 
Steevens has inquir’d after me to give me some papers from You 
— what they are 1 can’t tell, but we have miss’d one another, & 
I am still in y* Dark ; & you don’t mention w' . they are in y' 
letter — 

1 have had a letter from BickerstafT, he is at Paris, & is going 
to give some Account of our Theatre in the Journal Ency- 
clopiq: You will see it I suppose — 
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Saun^ersoii tells me that they have lay’d y“ timbers for y'-' first 
fioo/ of y^ house *, it rises most magnificently to the Ferry-Pas- 
sengers ; you’ll be surptiz’d to find y'.self Master of a Chateau 
at your return — don’t lose the Autumn ibr planting trees to 
screen you from the timber Yard — my love to Madam & re- 
member me to Lcvicz — You must not see a single french I’riend 
of mine hut you must tell him, how much I am his humble Ser- 
vant — God bless you & believe me 

most affectionately y"' 

D Gahiuck 


George desires his best to you 


A Monsiriti 

Momirur Caiman ' 

dtez Mans' Levicz 
Marchan^ des Eslampes 
ruedes Am 

Fauxbourf's S* Germains 

I 

. A Paris 


* At Richmond, in Surrey. 
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July I5t^i 

Hampton 


My dear Coley 

I HAVE rec'' y' Letter by Miss Burney, & was surpriz’d to find 
that my first had not reach’d ybu — 


I shall write to you as often as I think I can give you y' least 
pleasure — 1 was taken ill with a giddiness yesterday upon 
Hampton Common, in going to see y' sweet Boy, I was oblig’d 
to return home, & send Cahtlierly, to know how he was, having 
not seen him for a fortnight, (my Stay at Mistley) — He was quite 
well, & wanted to see me — We are to have a day soon, if good 
weather, at Hampton, which he mentions often, & has set his 
little heart upon it — be assur’d that He shall want for Nolhirtg 
in y'^ absence, & that I will even administer to his pleasures — 
We tvill sing old rose ^ bum if bellows at Hamptonf, * * * ♦ * 
I would have you follow the Chevalier up briskly — he' will be 
afraid of being expos’d — now or never — 


f Much is omitted here, relative to nyself : which, iiad it been inserted, would 
have shewn Garrick’s good-natured attention to a child, and kis skill, as a master of 
the passions, in tickling the feelings of a father. 
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The Ministry all to pieces — Pitt they say & a New Arrange- 

ipcnt — l^card & Co. are going {positively) to sell their Patent 

&c for 60000 — ’tis trut — but Mum — we have not vet disco- 

•/ 

ver’d y" Purchasers — Wlien I know you shall know -- there will 
be y ^Dcvil to do* •— if you w* alter the Country Wife, now is y' 
time — you might easily — & I have a girl lor it will please you 
much — if You won’t I will — We must have it soon in y‘’ Season 
— try y' liand — you shall have my hints for sending for — 
Miss Wright j' not with us — that’s not well — but I am in 
Spirits & Ever thine my dear Coley upon the Gallop — 

most truly & Eternally 
thine 

1) GAoniCK 


A Monsieur 
Momicur Caiman 
chez Mons:^ Lcvicz 

Marchand des listampes 
rue des Arcs 

luiujcbaiir^ St Germain, 


♦ Tlie elder Caiman w.is, iiimsciri one of the purchasers/ , 
t Afterwards Mrs, Michael Arne. 


Q Q 
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Hampton July SI 

My dear Coley. 

I WISH to God that we had you again here — your letter has 
made me miserable: let me beg you, for my sake, not to* suffer 
y" Spirits to sink in y“ manner they have done in y" last letter. 1 
am sure the illness you have, proceeds from Nothing but y‘ 
Change of Air, & the Seine-Water, however Vou have D". Gem, 
& I am satisfy ’d — pray present my Love & best Services to him, 

and if ho docs not send you back to us, as you went, I shall for- 

« 

get all the good ho did to me, & abuse him most cordially. ^ * 


1 can almost jirophesy the subject of y' Lett’ you rcc', from 
y' Person of fashion. Covent Garden Patent &.c have been upofi 
Sale — One Whitworth & Spilsbury M"' Pritchard’s Son in Linv 
are some of f parties concern’d in y" purchase : 1 guess that y' 
Lett’ was from f first ^ offering you a Share &c. — they have 
spoke to Foote & otherSf but the treaty is at a Stop I believe for 
want of Cash, but*I am not certain — Foote goes on wore well, & 
very uneasy that Barry & Dancer are coming to join him at 
y® Oyera house — he is to give them half y" Profits ; y® Expenpes 
will be great, & he finds that all his friends think. him in y® wrong 
to have them — Youfl think so too, Sc when Barry comes, he’ll 
find Foote very cold — they say ke abuses him already — I have 
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made *a J[)eginning upon y® 'Country Wife •— I like ipy Scheme, 
but*it is a great cliange in y® Piece — I wish you were here that I 
might tell it to you — Ap Pitt now Lord Chatham^ & Privy Seal, 
have set us all in an uproar ! I don’t understand his Policy, if 1 
am right he is wrong — but I am a fool & have not lost all my 

virtue’ — pray what are become of Vales & his tcj/c ^ y® Story of 

• 

them rejoic’d me — have you talk’d with them ? what are their 
Schemes ? — if you. 'are well enough to sec the Dancer Slingsby, 
hint to him from y^sclf that he did wrong to send his 
Prother to make an Engagem‘ w*'' us & then fly off — we have a 
good Casp in Eejuity — he is engag’d to y® Opera-house — the 
Managers of y® Opera dislike y® trick he has play’d us — when 
you see Monet present my Dove to him, & tell him I rac’d his 
last, &. hope that he will Engage the new Man-Dancer for us — 
if he is good & is Comic* — 

' Yrs I'A'cr & most affect' 

D. Gakuick * 

come away, come away, &c. 

• A Monsieur 
Monsieur Colman 

chez Monsieur Iscxuez 

Marchand des JCstampes 
rue des Arcs 

Fatixbourgs Germains 
. Paris 


• The theatrical persons, and all their proceedings alluded to in this letter, require 
no illustration. • 


Q Q 2 
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Sunday 

My dear Coley. 

a 

Hampton has had a prodigious Effect upon me : my Cough & 

hoarseness are 50 p"^ cent better for y' Change of air — instead of 

• 

coughing all night, I have been disturb’d but twice & thrice & that 

not rudely, & liave pass’d y" rest of y" Night very pleasantly — My 

Wife has persuaded me to stay here till Wed-' when T hope to wait 

upon the Merchant * with all my wits & Spirits about 

* 

Me — in y' moan time, I could wish, if not disagreeable to you, 
that you would look in upon them on Wednesday, & I will make 
my appearance on Thursday Morning : I hope to sec yon Wed^ 
Evening : my Wife says if you will dine with us on Wed^ at four 
she will present us with a fine haunch of Venison — say you will 
in a Note by y* Bearer to Morrow — 

f 

You must write to me, & say if I am to furnish an Epilogue 
for the Merchant — I certainjy will do my best if you are not 
provided — ' 


* The Comedy founded on UEeossaise, by Colman, the elder. 
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If yCu jntcnd to stand by y' London Joinml, I will prepare 
some comicality fork; Ihave a hundred thoughts about it, & 
will be always doing sompthing. 

I intend Crambo to be the laughing Rhyming reviewer of Every 
thing — M" Pritchard has sent a most kind message to me, & 
will do any thing 1 desire her — She shall set the Part a going, k 
when we arc safe landed (tho if hP’ Rennet play’d it there is not 

t 

f least danger) hi Hopkins may Relieve her, in case of Indis- 
position &c. &c. Poor Rcckct is ^’ery angry with Baldwin for 
abusing what we act, & he prints — pray keep up y' Ball, we 
shall have some sport with him. * ' * * * 


D. Garrick. 
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Adclphi Dcc'20‘*‘ 1774 

My dear Sir. 

A THOUSAND thanks, merry Xmasses Sc happy New Years to 
you for y' delightful letter : M*' Garrick sends the same with 
great warmth for y' Latin & English in which she is concern’d — 
it was impossible for you to satisfy Cumberland, had y' rack 
forc’d from you as much falshood, as he has vanity — I am very 

glad you have prepar’d him for me ; had you beejn as mis- 

* 

chievous as you were sincere with him. You might have sent him 
• so high Season’d, & stuff’d so full w'*' conceit, that 1 should have 
had much ado to lower him ; he has behav’d so disagreeably with 
me, that I must have a pluck at his featliers, whether they belong 
to Terence, Shadwell, or are of his own growth : The Two Misers 
which are to be produc’d by y’ late llrcthren,* & written by 
O’Hara, are from y® french of Scdainc, Ics deux Avaresy a very 

r 

old improbable piece, but y“ french Musick was thought good — 
M' Tighc has endeavor’d to make me loose my hold of the Duke 


My father had, now, sold his share in Covent Garden Theatre. 
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of Bragania* — the Banys are mad about it, &Iam very stub- 
born not to say cross : if I can get a frank before I close this, you 
shall sec hbw he has press’d me within these two days : Harle- 
quin\ Jacket will make Its appearance next Monday ; I announc’d 
it a few^ days ago in our paragraph, but it will appear in the Bills 
— a Medley Pantomime call’d the j}Icxo Yearn Gift or HarlcqnirCs 
Jacket, we shall take half j)rico^ tho y‘ Scenes are all new — I 
shall do all 1 can to j)l' 0 (lnce y Silent Woman"\ this Season ; but, 
it will work us much, il“ we keep Jephsoii’s tragedy ; I shall rely 
upon y AUaclunent to us to excuse our deferring it, if we find 
an absolute* neccssil y for it — the Comedy will take thrice y' 
trouble vS: care of a modern one to show it, as it shall be shewn. 
vS: ouiiht to be coming from yon to me : pray tell me truly w‘ you 
think of Henderson ? George is an Infidel — Eiitre nous has our 

f 

fric^id F. had some words w”’ a certain Major ? — 

j)ray tell George 1 have received his letter, eSc once for all I beg 
of him, not to think of leaving Bath, till he feels & finds himself 


* Ih-agatiza, a Tragedy, byJcplisou; proiluccd at Drury Lane in 1775 ; — very 

ft 

tiUCCCSsflll. 

i Ben Jonson’s Comed\ , altered by tlic elder Colnmn. 
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wholly sound again — if he does, I’ll never forgive hini — a most 
disagreeable aifair has haj)j)cn’d — Mossop * on his dcath-|)ed 
sends me his play, begging that I would Ease his Mind in his last 
moments, by taking his play, & doing all in ray power with it 
for y® Service of his Creditors — he is dead, & I have y® jComedy 
— I have not yet read a speech — a Friend has, & says it is like 
the Patron, w"' out y® humour; — what a scrape — ! more when I 
see you when will it be ? — pray one letter more, if you follow it 
y* next day. 

Ever & most affect- Yours 

Garhicic. 


what a scrawl ! Love to Foote 

I was at Hampton or you should have had an Answer by y* 
return of y* post : pray tell George as 1 have written you, I shall 
not write to him this week — M” G** wishes that you w' get her a 
good Footman — tell ray Broth" so. 

To 

George Caiman Estfr 
at 

Batho 


The Acior. 
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Drury Lane Play house* 

Tm: Author of Bon * Ton presents his best Comp''. & thanks to 
J\r Colman for his excellent Prologue, & would wish to add to 
y® obligation by desiring him to look over the Farce & draw his 
pencil tliro’ the parts his judgment would omit in the next repre*- 
sentation — * 

M' Garrick not being present at y® representation, he likewise 
should be very happy if M' Colman, would shew his regard 
to him, & take y*^ trouble which is wanting to make Bon Ton 
palatable. 

* 

AT G. will do more or any thing at any time to shew his 
Attachment to his Old Friend — 


• Garrick was the concealed Author of the Farce of lion Ton., lie writes this 
complimentary note as a ruse, no doubt ; that his Prompter, or other retainers, by whom 
it might be sccfi, should be kept in the dark. 


It 
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Bath April 10“* 1775. 

r 

Dear Colman 

When I see you, I will talk over in friendly conference the 
Subject of y" last Letter — I am at present very oddly situ- 
ated — but as I shall always wish to second your desires 
whenever I can, without injury to myself, w‘" I am sure you 
Always imply at the time you let me know them, I must open 
my heart to you, & beg that it may be shut up to Every body 
else — Smith cannot, with the people the Managers have en- 
gag’d, be employ’d at Covent Garden — He has offer’d him- 
self to me by my Brother in a fit of honour, or Compunction — 
I still keep aloof, & have written a very spirited & refusing 
letter to him — this my policy and my Spirit requir’d — but 
I will not hide a thought from You - - 1 really think We can’t 
do without him, & if so (for Henderson is yet disengag’d) 
how can I make it worth 11 — ^y’s while to change his Situa^ 
tion ? — however let matters rest a little, the theatrical face of 
things may be greatly alter’d, before we meet, for' I give you 
up, & y* Pleasure of seeing you here — I must intreat your 
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Secresy in this affair, & you shall know all my Politicks & 
Engagements when I sec you 

Ever & affect’ 

Y" 

D Garrick. 

Gforf>t' Cnlman listf 


liath ApriJ tlie2()'<- 

I7r, 

My dear Colman 

t 

I iiAVK wailed till this moment to ascertain my time of leaving 
this place, but till my Urother George (juils me the beginning of 
next week I shall not be able to fix y'-' da\ — 

I'ou may depend upon my staying at least ten days alter 
y^' day you receive this, but if you cannot be here .before y‘ End 
of next Week, unless y' health requires y' (’oming, I would not 
wish to see you here for a few days, for that will be tantaliz- 
ing me with a vengeance, & the result will be, that 1 shall t)nly 
have a taste of you here, & lose my meal of you in Town — I 

R a 2 
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must be in London y® 18“' of May, for y“ fund, & I, am not 
certain whether I shall not shew myself the 9“', for that is wne 
of our days, I'v 1 am afraid to take the x:ha'nce of the Plays we 
can act without me — but of this I am not yet determin'd — 
Should you not have set out before George arrives in Town, 
which will be on- thursday next, he will tell you all, If 1 see you 
here before then, I will by Jasus tell you all myself ; — pray let 
Becket shew yop the last card I received from Smith, which 1 
shall not answer — 1 have some small suspicions about that busi- 
ness which Bccket will explain — the injlexiblc Captain * has 
been play’d here w '' success, it I touch’d up M* Didjer w"' an 
Epilogue which had a good reception — Henderson play’d lle- 
gulus — & you would have wish’d him bung’d up with his nails 
belbre y“ End of y® S' act — 

Palmer’s Election for common councilman comes on tomor- 
row — he has brought down L'. C — to insure him Success, it 
he will have it — what a stirring indefatigable fellow it is.'. 

Ever <t most affect-' 
yours 

D. Garrick 


* A trageily, by Miss Hannah More ; acted, me night, at Batli. 
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I will tell you a Secret Brother Martin shall make your hair 
stand an End ! — I believe I may engage the blood of the Lind- 
Icys ! * — don’t let one.syllable of this transpire till y* deed is 
done ! 

To 

George Colman Esqr 


Bath Saturday Night 

My dear Colman. 

Vouu very iriendly agreeable letter came to my hand in a very 
lucky moment : 1 had been numb’d, as a Maccaroni 1 should 
have said bor’d, to death by old D’ Barry for an hour & half, so 
Unit had not You electrify ’d me, I had perish’d — Your illness 
alarm’d me, & your Scheme with Capt. Phipps to the North Pole 
freezes ^bout my heart — 

I despair of seeing you here, so that I must beat y® parade with 
the folks here whose conversation lies as heavy upon* my mind as 


*• Stic Mr. Linlcy’K sentiments on the subject of his daughter’s theatrical engage* 
ments, among previous letters in this collection. 
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the hot cakes &. ‘devilments at breakfast upon my Stoipabh — 1 

have seen y® great Henderson, who has Something, & is Nothing — 

. 1 . 

he might be made to figure among the puppets of these times — his 
Don John is a Comic Cato, tSc his Hamlet a mixture of Tragedy 
Comedy pastoral farce <S: nonsense — however, tho’ my Wife is 
outrageous, I am in y® Secret, & see sparks of fire which ' might 
be blown to warm even a London Audience at Xmas — he is a 
dramatic Fhoenomenon, <S: his Friends, but more particularly 
Cumberland has ruin’d him — he has a manner of paving, when 
he w ' be Emphatical that is ridiculous, A must be chang’d, or he 
would not be suffer’d at y® Bedford Coffeehouse — , 

Falmer goes on well, t'v w'ill be elected into y® Coiporation, 1 
am kissing old W’omen, & giving young ones y® Liberty of Drury 

Lane Theatre by way of Bribery & Corruption — It is the fashion, 

« 

yon know, for Punch to do this Business at Elections, & Palmer 
can’t have a better — joking apart 1 am really become a Punch 
— 1 have gain’d two inches in the Waist, & the Girls at Night 
call me Fatty ! I wish you had seen S' J.’s play — y' opinion 
would have confirm’d me — I hate this traffick w’" friends. 

, 4 * 

I long to be at Gray’s Memoirs — You have made me smack 
my lips — M' Mason is certainly peevish, but 1 think there is 
poetry about him — when shall I devour the true Art of Poetry ? 1 
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dreamt of it some Nights ago — it is a special business for your 
Genius & worthy of You. how like you Master Twiss ? — Y' In- 
telligence about the Dedication is erroneous — 

M"* Garrick sends her Love to you, but says with me, that you 
.ore a false Loon, & will not see Bath this Spring. 

Evef Yours 

most affed’- 

D Garuick 

all in a hurry going to y" Play — 

(icorge Cobnan Ksq^ 


Hamilton Aug' 'Ji). 

1775. 

My dear Colman 

I expect to see you as brown, & as hearty as a’aevonsbirc 
plough boy, who faces Sun without shelter, & knows not y‘ 
Luxury of small beer & porter — will nothing satisfy your am- 
bition but Robinson Crusoe ? I think litlle Friday would do 
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very well for you to begin with, particularly as you ard in com- 
pany with those mighty adventurous Knights Banks, & Phipps ! * 
— if You are still happy in risking your Neck with them, T 
beg my best Compliments to them — what say you if I should 
once more emerge from Stone Sc Gravel & many other 
human infirmities & Curses, & spring out again an active being, 
Exercise w"' y' best of you ! . — Since you left me, I have been 
upon -f rack, & almost despair’d of fighting a battle or com- 
mitting a murder again — but a fortnight ago my good Genius 
led me to y*^ Duke of Newcastle’s where I met witli an old Na- 
ples friend, & he recommended a remedy which has work’d 
IVondcrs — It has taken away half the Evil of my life, at this 
moment #**•*• Lord 

help us, we little men make nothing of swelling ourselves to a 
Hn'culcs or a Robinson Crusoe ! — to be serious — You will . be 
pleas’d to see me, as I am — My spirits arc return’d, & redeant 
Saturnia regna — 


* My father was, at this time^ on a visit to Captain Phipps, (the late Constantine, 

Lord Malgrave,) in Yorkshire ; and Sir Joseph Banks was of the party. — I am 
unable to explain the allusion to Robinson Crusoe. 



313 


By the bye 1 hsid some thoughts to make a farce upon the 
lollies &* fashions of y' times & y' friend Omidh * was to be 
my Arloquin Sauvage — a fine Character to give our fine folks 
a genteel dressing — I must lick ray fingers with you at y‘ 
Otaheite foxcl 4’- Potatoes — but don’t you spoil y* Dish, & sub- 
stitute a fowl for a young puppy,? — pray my Love to George t 
— they who don’t like him, are not fit company for You or me, 
so no thanks to ’Em for their good reception — ^ notwithstanding 
Foster* s Oath, Foote has thrown the Duchess upon her back, and 
there has left her, as you or I would do — She is Sick & has 
given up* the Cause, & has made herself very ridiculous, & hurt 
herself much in the struggle — Foote’s letter is one ol liis 
best things, in his best manner. :): 


* Oniai, the Otahcitaii, — who was brouglit to this Country by Sir 'Joseph Banks, 
in his voyage round the World with Captain Cook, and was then one of the party 
above mentioned. 

f Myself, again — then a boy — and on the visit, with my father, in Yorksliirt*. 

lliis alludes to Foote's well-known quarrel with the D—ch — s& K—ngst—ti. 

s s 
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— pray come away, & see my Sword drawn — y* Theatre is 
noble ! — Entre nous — Pope has squeak’d & sent h*er pdni- 
tentials, but I cannot receive ’Em — 

Ever & most affec*^ 

yr. 

f 

D Gaurick 

My Wife sends her best Love to George. I have scribbled 
away — such Stuff! but wc rise! We I — We Apples! — ha ha 
ha — 


Dec' J2 

Mv dear Colman 

m 

Pray read over y' inclos’d if you have an hour’s leisure, you 
shall know It’s history — I must write to night about it, which 
letter you shall see, if I can see you in the Evening — Shall I 
call upon you at any time ? I cannot get rid of an Engagement I 
have till about Nine— - where may you bo till about 8 — ? I want 
to talk with you about y' Silent Woman, poor Weston, Moody 
tells me will, he thinks, never play again — he wants to go -to 
Bath — therefore as we cannot stay his recovery, to whom shall 
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I give La Fool ? * — We must go to work upon it directly — 
doiTt rea^ these 4 Acts (tho but short) if it is in the least incon- 
venient. 

Yours Ever 
& Ever 
D Gauiuck. 

— you were not at Covent Garden, 1 like the Duenna f much 
with some few objections — It will do their business — 


Hampton 

April \‘J. 


Dear Colman 

On Tuesday next in all probability will finish our six nights 
of y‘ Spleen $ : & if you chuse it, we will (as I propos’d to you) 


* A character in the Silent IVonuau 
f "Sheridan’s Opera. 

I A Farce, by the elder Colman/ produced in 1776. 

S S 2 
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let you have a Sixth of the whole subtracting y' Expences — or 
if you had rather run the Chance of a Night, I will tell yod all 
y nights we have, & you shall take yoUr choice of them & of 
what play you please with JM'* Yates & which may Either appear 
as your night or as a Manager’s — We have bought two Nights, 
Parsons & AikirCs the one Yesternight, and y' other on tuesday 
next — We shall meet on Sunday Evening & whatever you will 
like best, will be best to 

my Dear Colman 

Ever & truly y" 

D. GfVuiacK. 

George Colman Es(]\ 


Addphi 25 

My dear friend 

We wanted you much at the Election to day — Foote 

t 

in great . Spirits but bitter against the L** Ch — m — he 
•will bully ’Em into a License * — y" D ss has had him 


• A license for acting Foote’s Play of the Trip to Calais — which he could *nol 

obtain. It was an attack upon the D — ch — ss of K — ^ng— 4), and, after being 
much altered, was produced under the title of the Capuchin. 
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in her • closet, & offer’d to bribe him — but Cato himself' 
tho‘ he ^ad one more leg than our friend, was not mori* 
stoically virtuous than he has been — you shall know all when 
1 see you — We will most certainly attend you on Tiicsdatf 
next it is scarce possible for me to refuse dining with you 
any where but w”' M'. Baldwin ~ I will not Ever again attend 
those meetings, tho I have been very happy among toy friends 
there — • ■ 


1 have been insulted greatly — first to have a Paper, in 
which 1 have a property, abuse me for puffing myself, 
it then I am suppos’d the Author of a paragraph, or letter 
in y' Morn*'' Chronicle, which the Printer himself almost avows, 
& which by my honor,^ I never heard of till you mention’d it 
to me : 

1 h^ve done my Share to y*’ paper, nay I have told 
that worthy Gentleman M' Baldwin, that I would look out 
things whenever he was in want of nonsense — but I give y* 
matter up now, & as he may be assur’d I wilf trouble myself no 
more about it, he may abuse me as fast as he pleases — I don’t 
expect mercy from such Gentry for past Services. This you may 
say or read as you please — 
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I long for y'" Saucy Gentleman Becket will let me have it, as 
soon as he can. 


Yours in great haste — you Serv* waiting at y'‘ door. 

Ever & most affects 

Yours 

D. Garrick 


damn y" pen. 


From George Colman, the Elder. 

My dear Garrick, 

From your never mentioning The Silent Woman, I am really in 
doubt whether it has slipt your memory, or whether I am to con- 
clude from your silence that you do not think the Piece deserves 
that indulgence from the Theatre usually extended to other, altered 
Plays. — If the first is the case, I must beg you to excuse my 
now reminding you of it ; if the latter, I have only to regret 
having given' you the trouble, & myself the mortification of 
getting it up at your Theatre — and to remain. Dear Garrick, 

y” most entirely 
& most hbartily 

G. COLMAN 


S<)ho Square 
May 25. 1776. 
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Adelphi May 27. 177G. 

My dear Sir, 

Youii letter, which has astonish’d me, came to my hands at the 
most unlucky time, as I have so much already upon my Mind — 
Was I in a dream, yvhen 1 imagin’d that you gg,ve us the alter- 
ation of the Silent Woman ? — did you not my so, & write so — 
1 think no trouble too much for a performance with a Friend’s 
name to it, nor do I ever spare any cxpence to set it off: 

The Silent Woman with all our Care did not succeed, & was 
left off under charges at the 4"‘ Night, tho we added the Jubilee 
to it — The impossibility of giving it a fashion was felt by You. 
a.s well as myself. 

If you intended to be consider’d as the Altcrer, & not as tht 
* • 

DonoTy why would you delay to this time to let me know your 
expectations ? — You must be sensible, that I would not that 
You, of all persons, should have a bad bargain : 

Pray let me know, what I must do, for I cannot have such a 
Burden upon my mind at this very distressing time, vvhen my 
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* ® 

theatrical Life is so near It’s End — It is the trouble of an Evil 
( -onscience upon mj death bed — 

I am ' 

my dear Sir 

Yours most truly 

f 

D. Garrick. 

If I am confus’d or unintelligible impute it to Richard — what 
an operation ! — 


From George Coltnan, the Elder. 

My dear Garrick 

I AM very sorry my Letter came so mal-ar-propoSi & still more 
sorry that you should be disturbed for a single moment with 
such a trifle. 

God knows I had no thoughts of pfoflt, or a bargain, about the 
Silent Woman yet I really did not pretend to make a gift of 


* It is lamentable to see such misunderstandings between twx> old and dear friends, 


about Itase Mammon. 
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it for to say the truth, at the time 1 offered it to your theatre, 

1 dftl noC^ think we were (]uite on good terms enough to warrant 
my taking the liberty ‘of making you a present — but 1 am 
much j) leased (latlered to find that you were of a different 
opinion. 

• 

As to the popularity of the Piece, you can witness for me that 
it was what I never expected from it; — Like Swift’s M‘ Harris, 
AH I stood upon teas the credit of the house : and I must confess 
niysell so zealous for the old school, that 1 think Epicoene, for 
the lionov.r of the managers also, ought Jto keep the stage. * All 
I endeavoured was to remove the objections that deprived it of a 
j)lace there, held by pieces every way inferior ; — and this 
labour, ( rilling as it was, I tliought might deserve the same con- 
sideration allowed to other altered pieces. 


' Willi all his ciulc'ttvours, he fniletl in his purpose. Ben tlpiisoA,w'as, in tlie iirst 
jilace, a pedant, — and, in the second, gave the tnimours of his day. Few of such a 
Dramatist’s writings can long keep the s/n"r. Whenever Ben has made tlie passions 
ofurivcrsal man his ground-work, he has sucreedetl best for lasting lanii'. Nature 
will alwavs interest aiyl delight ; and, ihcrelbre, Shakspeare will last as long as Na- 
ture herself. 


T T 
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1 would not have wrote to you, but from my utter aversion to 
the smallest idea of reserve with a friend, — and whotl friends, 
true friends, once understand each other,' there never can subsist 
any difference. 

I am, dear Garrick, 

f 

most affectionately your’s, 

G. COLMAN 

Soho Square. 

May 2H. 1776. 


Oct*. .'}•■. 


Dear Colman 

I AM setting off this moment for Hampton — I wish you mqsl 
sincerely success & Every pleasure from your new Engagement ^ 

— 1 am truly partial to the Old Spot, from an Old habitual liking, 
but likewise from a principle of honesty that makes me attach’tl 
to people, who have bought my property, & behave so well to me 

— W ere you Manager at the other house, I should have been 
much distress’d for then honour would sai/^ do tJm^ & lender Love 


* With Foote, in respect to the Haymarkct 'riicatrc. 
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say — NAY — I am Sorry the Place is lett to a Puppet-Show — * 
& I rejoftc you have not (as I hope) made a bad bargain — but 
more when I see you — I could wish that there were a proper 
Gentleman-like Agreement about matters between you all f — 
More ^ when I see you in y® mean time God bless you my dear 
Friend 

Y’’” Ever 

1) : Gauuick 

I was very near losing 20 p"' as my vanity conceiv’d I sh' have 

heard of y Engagem*^ before it had been in y papers 

No friendly Miff 1 assure you. 


G. Colnmn Esrr. 


* Thc’Fantocciiu. 

* 

t Relative to the Winter Houses performing late, and cutting up the summer- 
season : — the next letter alludes to this. 


T T 2 
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Monday 4“ 

I77f> 

My dear Colman 

1 HAVE this nasty Gout still nibbling at me & would fain damp 
my Spirits — You believe, I trust, that 1 am y last man would 
advise you to bear Oppression, as I think you are the last man to 
take such advice — tho I am catechis’d on all sides about your 

purchase, 1 will not own it, nor shall 1, till 1 have Your leave — 

« 

Yet in y“ name of good Management how can it be long a 
Secret ? for you must, like a wise (General, prepare for Cham- 
paign— 

f 

Our facetious friend *, 1 hear, damns himself, that there is no 
such thing, & Jewel * only owns to a treaty, but no bargain yet 
struck — I suppose H 1'1> w ' not proclaim his Abdication, till the 
tryal is over f — that will soon be & then you will come forth — 


* Footer and his Treasurer. 

t Foote’s trial ; — he was acquitted. The charges against him are notorious. 
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If you Wits & Managers (I don’t include Mess"' Leake & 
Fisher in^ this number) are not too much oF the Cranie-Cock 
breed, you may settle y ' matters without sparring — they seem 
to be much hurt at y' 100 Nights for y Fantocini — all the three 
houses cry out Murder, & intend, as I hear, to petition against it 
— this I suppose cannot Effect Yqu — 

liowever busy & anxious I might be for the Nck'* brooms, I am 
always constant, to my old I’riends, & shall be very sincere, how- 
ever fallible in iny advice to You 

Ever 

& most truly 

D: Garrick 

« 

,l saw you had secur’d Author Yesterday — Much good 
may he do you — adieu & 

adieu ! 


* The New Maiuigt*n!>, to wlumi Garrick had sold his jiroperty in Drury Lane. 
Their first season opened with a Prelude, by the elder Colman, entitled Brooms. 


END OF THE LETTERS. 




ADDENDA 


RELATIVE TO 


THE CLANDESTINE MAllRlAGR 


thp minuteiit points oi’dramatick history have become oh- 
jects of rcscarcli and argument, the following documents may be 
i-hought acceptable : — at all events, papers tending to remove 
doubts relative to the (’omedy of the (!Ilandkstine Maruiage are 
no anomalous appendage to a book consisting, chiefly, of letters 
on theatrical topicks; and of which those from Garrick to Col- 
man ( joint authors of the play above mentioned) form a consi- 
derabJo portion. 

Previously to giving the evidencf; in my possession, a reference 

^ • 

to some Opinions on this case may not be improper. 

In a series of plays, with “ Remarks' (mingled with biography) 

I 

“ hf! Mrs. Jmhbald^' that lady has observed, of Garrick, tliat, — 
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‘ The favour in wliich he was held by the town, made thpni attri- 
bute to liis genius (and Colman never came forth to (VSny such 
conjecture) the most popular character in this play — Lord 
Ogleby. Hut it is rather to be suspected that Garrick did no 
more as a writer to the work, than cast a directing hand and eye 

over the whole ; a task he was much better able to perform lor 

• « 

the advantage of an author than to produce any one elKcient 

fl 

part.’ 

Well smpectcdf JNIrs. Inchbald ! — but 1 have, already, taken 
the liberty (of the Press) to ask this lady how she happened only 
to suspect, when she should have done all in her power to useer- 
tain. It is incumbent upon writers to procure as much know- 
ledge as they can of subjects on wliich they profess to instruct 
the publick ; on flm subject, it might have occurred that, I had 
some information to give, and I would have given it, with j)lca- 
sure, if Mrs. Inchbald had done me the honour to request it ; 
but she chose to guess — it is the shortest way, and saves Criticks 
and Biographers a world of trouble ! 

Much in the same spirit of preferring ease to duty, thus pub- 
lisheth the Contmuafor the Piograpfiica JJramatica : — ‘ We 
have usually heard that Garrick’s share of this piece was Lord 



329 


Oglofty and the courtly family ; and Colman's, Sterling and the 
city fan>ily.’ 

Where did VVe hear this ? — and hear it usualhf? — it is a co- 
mical mode of scribbling a comedy ! — The two families in this 
|)lay ’are blended in conversation, through most of the scenes ; 
and, to write according to the Ibregoing receipt. t)ne author must 
have penned a (piestion, and the other an answer, — here, Gar- 
rick must have replied, for Lord Ogleby, — there, C oiman must 
have rejoined, for Mr. Sterling, — and so on, itcrum ilci'anuiuc. — 
The folly of having listened to such a supposition needed not the 
additional absurdity of recording it. 

But the Continuator continues ; — and he says that, — ‘ The 
following was related lo' us by a gentleman, who declared it was 
from the mouth ol‘ Mr. Colm.an himself : “ Garrick composed 
two acts, which he sent to me, desiring mo to put them together, 
or do what 1 would with them. 1 did put them together, for I 
put them into the fire, and wrote the play myself.” ' 

This accoiiiiL differs from that which / have <ieard. from " the 
mouth of Mr. Colnutn hhnse/fV What he told mo, I shall tell 
again, presently ; — in the mean time, it is enough to observe, 
that I think the' gentleman must have very much mistaken m: 
father, or that the Continuator must have very much mistaken the 


u u 
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gentleman : the latter I presume to be the case ; for, if Tmay 
judge from a few paragraphs in which the Continuator is pleased to 
mention «it’, he sometimes does not know the fact, — or know's 
it imperfectly, — or misleads others by his mode of telling it ; as 
lor instance — He talks of my having been a member of Christ- 
church College^ a college which is never called any thing but 
Christchurch, by Oxonians ; — of my entrance at the Temple, in- 
stead of Lincoln’s Inn* ; — of a llay market Theatre Pat cut, trans- 
ferred to mic, on the death of my father, which Patent was never 
possessed by either of us : — and, afterwards, (which is a little 
more grave) he states, under the article X Y Z, a farcy which 1 
wrote, and produced in Covent (irardcn, that ‘ it was alleged, in 
the Court of Chancery, that a contract subsisted between iMr. 
(’olman and the other proprietors of the I lay market 'fheatre, 

that Mr. Colman should write only for that house — the Conti- 

• 

nuator then adds, — ‘ The proprietors of Covent Cijirden, not 
knowing of this contract,’ -- [observe, he here leaves out the word 
alleged, and assumes the positive existence of such a contract] — 
‘ had engaged Mr. (x)lman to furnish them with a farce ; nor 
were they served with notice of such contract before they liad 
actually advanced 2001. to Mr. Colman, and made preparations 
for acting the piece.’ 


* I resided in tlie Temple, but my name was entered at Lincoln’s Inn. 
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~K • 

If this do not strongly imply (to say the least) that, as a Jvr~ 
nuher of farces^ I sxvindlcd my old and esteemed friends, Messrs. 
Harris and Cb., out of two hundred pounds, then am I utterly 
ignorant of the English language. 

» 

Now, the simple fact is, that, during a Chancefy suit, it was un- 
expectedly contended, on one side, and denied on the other, that 
1 had made such a contract ; and the Chancellor laid an injunc- 

m 

lion upon the farce, pendente litct as is common in similar cases ; 
which injunction was ultimately xeithdravon, and the Farce de- 
clared to, belong to the Covent Garden proprietors, at whose 
theatre it is noxc acted. 

1 beg pardon for this digression ; — it fell in my way, — and 1 
have silently laboured under this terrible article of X Y Z, since 
the year 1812, when the C’ontinuator sent me his book, as a com- 
plhnent. — He meant me neither injury nor offence ; nor do I 
mean him any ; but, worthy man, he has a devil of a knack at 
“ marring a curious tale in the telling !” 

• 

To resume, — When this play was first consigned by it’s au- 
thors to the press, the motto on the title-page was, 

‘ Hue adhibe vidtus, ct in und parce duobus : 

Vivat, et gusdan simm uterque parens ! ’ 

u l! 2 
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and, in the advertisement which follows the title-page, the reader 
is told that, — * Both the authors, who have been before separ- 
atcly honoured with the indulgence of the publick, now beg leave 
to make their joint acknowledgments for the very favourable re- 
ception of the Clandestine Mauiuage.’ I had forgot to say 
that, the title-page bears the names of George Caiman and David 
Garrick y as the authors. 

Is it likely that (either bclbre or after such an avowal) Col man 
could so far commit his character as a gentleman, or even as a 
man of common consistency, as to assert that ‘ he put.Garrick’s 
two acts into the fire, and wrote the play himsell'?’ 

It appears, however, from the contradictory reports, and sur- 
mises, to be gathered from Mrs. Inchbald and the Biogruphia 
Dramatica, that, — Garrick writ Lord Ogleby ; that he did no 
more than cast a directing hand and eye over the whole ; that 
the courtly characters belong to Garrick, and the bourgeome to 
Colman ; and that Colman writ the whole flay ! 

t I • 

Enough of these incongruities ; — of their both having a share 
in the play, there cannot be a doubt ; and that they did not con- 
struct it in the ridiculous way of each author alternately making 
speeches for the two families, is pretty clearly proved by one of 



Garrick’s letters from abroad ; in which he’ says, — ‘ have you 
thought, of the (llaudestme Marriage? 1 am ai i7.’ 

* 

The probable process was, that they consulted, first, as to the 
general plan, and, secondly, as to the conduct of the incidents 
and scenes ; then wrote separately ; and then compared and mo- 

• i 

dihed, together., what each had composed. 

» 

J now proceed to the documents, which are in my *latc father’s 
hand writing, and which he luis headed, ‘ Paper's relative to plan 
of Clandi-'stine Marriage' 


f’Jiis'r 


DOCUMENT. 


« G. a to n. G. 

IDEA OE PRINCII'AL CHAKACTEUS. 

(irAiiRicK — Earl of Oldsap * — J\n old Lord^ that fancies every 
woman in love with him, w"'' idea influences his whole behaviour, 


* lu these crude flints lur a Comedy, die Dramaiis Pa'sona: were not regularly 
christened; hence it will be found that the names of Performers, intended to act some 
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& makes him leer, ogle, & pay a ridiculous attention to all he 
meets. — But this notion you are more fully possest of than I. 

, Lord Sapplin — his Son. — 

, Traffick ’ — a rich merchant of tlie city, who has created 

• • 

a great fortune by business.; whose great ambition is to appear 
generous & genteel, ‘w"'' serves more etfec(ually to expose his 
Bourgeoisc manners. He talks of all elegances, marks of gran- 
deur, &c. in the most vulgar stile. In this character* may be 
happily introduced all the modern common-places of hymour on 
the Citizen — 

Lovewell — privately married to Miss Bride — warm, 
and sensible. 

M' Clive, Kennedy, or Bradshaw — Sister to TrafHck — and 
something of the same character in Petticoats — only that he is 


of tlic characlcrs, are repeatedly substituted for the characters themselves : — thus, by 
Miss Bride, is meant the Fanny of the Play; Miss Pope, Miss Sterling; and Mr&. 
Clive, Mrs. Heidelberg. Traffick^ afterwards, became Sterling , Lord Oklsap, Lord 
(Jgleby; and Lord Sapplin, son to the old nobleman, was, changed to Sir John 
Molvil, his nephew. 
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rough & hearty in his manner, & slie affects to be delicate & re- 
fined. Her dialect is particularly vulgar, aiming at the same 
time to be fine, not by murdering words in the slip-slop way, 
bill by a mean twang in the pronunciation, as Qualaly — Jamaly^ 

4 

^ % 

Miss Pope eldest daughter to Traffick, a keen, smart girl, 

full of spirit, sense, .wit, huniour, mischief,*& malice. 

Miss Bride yomigest daughter to Traffick — a sensible 

girl, of’ a. soft cH: amiable temper, not without pro[>er spirit 


»oi;(;h nRAiiiJiiT of the gen’ scheme. 

A 'rrealy of Marriage is supposed to be on foot between the 
I’ourt and City I'amily, in w it is intended that Lord Sappliu, 
(iarrick’s Son, shall be married to Miss Pope, eldest daughter to 
Traffick. It happens, however, that the young Lord has con- 
tracted a violent affection for jSliss l^ride, who is before the begin- 
clandestinely married to Lovewell. The efforts 
made by Lord Sapplin to bring about his match with Miss Bride, 
instead of Miss Pope — the perplexities arising therefrom to the 
young Couple, Lovewell and Miss Bride — the growing jealousy. 
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& malicious artifices of Miss Pope — & the naturally involving 
the old Earl (Garrick) in circumstances tending to shew his cha* 

racter together with the part w*'* Traffick & his Sister may 

naturally take in this affair to make up the Story of the 

Play. 

Here is undoubtedly sufficient ^jround to build a Comedy upon, 
as well as a faint -outirne of the plari of the Comedy itself For 
these three days I have been endeavt)uring to collect my thoughts 
in order to fill up this outline. My labour, I hope, has not been 
entirely lost ; though 1 have not half accomplished niy design. 
I have drawn out the above rough sketch, merely to enable von 
to think in the same train with me : & that you may be still 
better ac(]uainted wo'th the stuff of my ihotighls, I liave here sub- 
joined some loose hints of Acts, Scenes, manner of conducting 
the Story, of shewing the characters to advantage, &c. &c. iS:c. 

N. B. Before I go into any thing else, 1 w' first submit one 

thing to f consideration concerning the General Scheme drawn 

out above : ^ th{it is, “ Wligther the Plot w'‘ not be still more 
• • 

“ pleasantly embarrassed by introducing a character (a good 
“ one) openly intended to be married to Miss Bride ?” This 
perhaps might make her’s & Lovewell’s situation more critical, 

c 

as well as L*' Sapplin’s, & might produce some pleasant circum- 
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stances from the direction of Miss Pope’s jealousy to a wrong 
object. 


LOOSE HINTS OF ACTS AND SCENES. 

1 .. 

In tlie first act, .& as soon as possible^, the Audience sh " be 
niiide acquainted with tlic 2 grand ])oints, on w '' the whole 
will turn, viz — the clandestine marriage of Pride & Lovewell, 
& Lord .Sapplin’s dtifection from Pope & attachment to Bride. 
— In order to do this the bettor, & to heighten Lovewell’s cha- 
racter above the insipid level of fyood mii of men in comedies, 
as well as to account more probably lor the proposed union 
between the 2 families, I w' suppose Lovewell to be a relation 
of the noble family (a nephew of the old Earl’s perhaps) placed 
with Traffick in onler to be brought up tis a merchant, in 
w ' case the young Lord might not improperly make him the 
(Confident of his passion intentions; w '' w' become both 
interesting & pleasant to the au(]iencc, who are in the secret 
of his being privately married to the object of his Lordship’s 
passion ; & Lovewcll’s emotion & constraint on receiving 
this intelligence meeting together might aflbrd room for some 
theatrical touches, of even a Garrickean nature. — In this first 


X. X 
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act too the old Earl (Garrick) might be shewn dressing, & he 
might speak of himself — hold his son cheap as a man of gal- 
lantry — talk of w'hat he e do with the women — that even 
now all the family are more in love with him, &c. &c. — a 
short lawyer scene (a la Hogarth) with some family-strokes on 
mortgages, settlements, &c. might perhaps be introduced! — 11‘ 

i • 

the City Family are at all produced in this Act, they may 
be supposed in expeotation of the arrival of the Lords — Pre- 
parations making on all hands — Traffick talking of his venison, 
turbot, pine-apples, &c. His sister on tenterhooks to receive 
persons q'I famaly — & Miss Pope’s Elevation & Pride; ab' her 
noble match, & contempt of her sister — Sic. 

II. 

Between the 2 acts I think I w suppose the Lords to have 
arrived, for the sake of opening the second with a scene of 
Oldsap (Garrick) with all the women — though this may be 
contrived fifty different ways — Such a scene, however, I am 
sure w'‘ be pleasant — A scene of humour also might be 
struck out ^rom Traffick’s shewing his garden, & giving an 
acc’ of his improvemaits in the modem way. You will not find 
many materials for this in y’ own garden at Hampton ; but you 
may among y neighbours. — In this act also 1/ Sapplin may 



339 


find moans to make a declaration to Miss Bride, whose amiable 
character mjiy be sliewn, & her spirit properly exerted in refus- 
ing him — she may expatiate on the indelicacy of his tranferring 
his addresses from her sister to her, an indelicacy in w''* she 
sh' partake, if she gave the least encouragem' to them, or 
even heard ihom without emotion. Miss J*ope’s jealousy might 
in this place be excited by some interesting circumstance, w '' 
sh'' give cause to, her suspicion, incense her ag'. L''. Sapplin 
& her sister, whom she sup])oses endeavouring to circumvent 
her, & she may resolve to carry her point by making a friend of 
the old J'.arl by paying her court to him, & playing on his foible, 
w her shrewdness has discovered, & her malice determines her 
to turn to her advantage. 


111 . 

N. li. Though I mark the acts thus, 1 by no means W' 
suggest to you, that I have here planned out any thing like the 
form of the business of the Play. — But to go on 

Here it may be resolved between Lovewell & Miss Bride, 
that she shall break the secret of their marriage to the old Earl. 
His peculiar behaviour to her, w''‘ she modestly construes into 
the good-natured partiality of an old gentleman, induces her to 

X X 2 
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take diis liberty ; for He (Garrick) fancying all women in love 
with him, behaves to all women, as if He was making love to 
them. — Miss Bride applies to Garrick Jfor this purpose — but 
after having revealed L''. Sapplin’s proposals, & mentioning that 
she has particular^ as well as general, reasons for declining them, 
her confusion will, not permit her to go on, & she retires with- 
out making the discovery. — ifaving dropt some faint hints of 
her devotion clsewhejyj, the old Ea.rl takes it for granted she 
means him,* though her modesty w'. not let her speak out, 
looks upon this as .'i declaration of her passion, h though all 
other women will break their hearts, determines to lake pity on 
her. Miss Pope may aftervvards apply to him, & intermiKing 
flattery of him, make her complaint of I A Sapplin, & tell Gar- 
rick that lA S. & Miss Bride mean to trick her, in w '' situation 
Garrick’s confidence that she is mistaken ‘in imagining that Miss 
Bride has a passion for L''. S. — that he knows better — that he 
can tell where hei' affections are placed — with things of the like 
nature — may produce a scene, w' '■ may very properly follow up 
that described immediately before. 
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IV. 

Here if the cliaracter meant to be married to Miss llride were 
introduced, good use might be made of liim — as a tool. 

W '' Knaves do work with, call’d a Fool. 

Miss Pope might apprize him of the wrong intended both to 
herself & him, shew him the supposed *reason of Miss Hride’s 
indifference, & work him up to counteract their plot. In the 
mcjui time Lovewell & Miss liride determine that he (Love- 

I 

well) s|iall apply to the old J'iarl, since she failed ; w‘ ' he does. 
Si on his mentioning Miss Bride, before he can tell his story, 
(jarrick acquaints him of his own passion for her, & Lovewell is 
in his turn as much confounded as his Wife was before, (iarrick 
resolves to break the matter to the family bv opening his mind 
to the old Lady, 'rraffick’s sister, who at first imagines that 
he means herself, & on finding her mistake treats him with 
contempt. 

Csctera desunt 

It tit ^ t|t 

Of tlie Denouement I have not as yet even conceived those 
imperfect ideas I have got of some other parts. Think of 
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the whole, & think in my train, if it appears worth while, 
& when you have thrown y' thoughts on paper, as I have 
(Jone mine, we will lay our heads together, Brother Bayes.’ . 


The foregoing rougli Sketch affords no due fc»r discovering 
which of the authors first started the idea oi* iounding a Cotnedx 
on Hogarth’s Plates of Matriagc a la Mode; but it establishes 
the fact that the outlines of the Plan, and of the principal (’ha- 
racters, were designed by Cohnan ; and, to those who have seen 
or read the play, it must be evident how closely it has followed 
the main incidents proposed in the sketch : witness, — the in- 
tended union of the two families ; Sterling’s preparations, at his 
villa, for the arrival of Lord Ogleby, and his mite; Sir John Melvil’s 
falling in love with the mter of his proposed Wife, and impart- 
ing his flame to the man whom that sister has clandestinely 
married ; the jealousy of Miss Sterling ; the equivotfiic of Lord 
Ogleby supposing Fanny has conceived a passion for him, & 
the consequences produced by it ; the introduction of the 
Lawyers ; — in short, all the leading incidents have been adopted, 
& nothing rejected, except the introduction of a person openly 
intended to be married to Fanny. 
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As to the Characlers, we have the several contours of their 
features, in the above liasty draught : of Canton, indeed, and 
Hrush, and the Clianibermaids, (the appcrteiiances to the t\A<) 
families, naturally thrown in, during the progress of the work,) 
there is no mention ; and of Lord Ogleby’s vanities and gal- 
lantry, Colman says, to Garrick.^who originally thought of acting 
the part himseli*, “ \^ou are more fully possessed of this notion 
than I.” — A word or two, on this, in due" time. 

The denouement seems to have been the puzzlei' tor both 
authors-; and brings to mind the dramatist who said that, he 
wished there were no such thhiffs as Jifth ads. It was, 1 con- 
clude, after they had “ laid their heads together,” that my father 
scrawled the latter part of the ibllowing. 


SECOND DOCUMENT. 

“ V. 

LOOSE HINTS OF ACT 5. 

Scene of Sterling, Ogleby, lawyers, &c. on filling up blanks, 
& settling all the clauses of the .settlement — disputes arise, ^ 
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Sterling ag' both matches, declaring that he will not marry 
his family into a Chancery suit — In the midst of their disputes 
enter Miss Sterling laughing immoderately, & brings in Betty 
trembling, who, being intcrrogalcd discovers the whole of the 
Clandestine Marriage. 

V. 

Lovewell, & Fanny, & Betty in Fanny’s apartment — Betty 
may tell them that M”. Letticc has been pumping her — Love- 
well tells Fanny that finding the misconstruction of L' ()., he 
was just on the point of explanation when Sir John appeared — 
but that he will certainly break it the next morning to Sir John 

— & this night shall conclude her anxieties on the clandestine 
marriage. — (Sc. 2.) Another apartment. Miss Sterling & M" II. 
in their night-cloaths — to them Lettice, who tells them she 
has been on the watch, & saw a man go into Miss Fanny’s room 

— They immediately conclude it to be Sir .Tohn & Miss Ster- 
ling resolves to expose her sister & Sir John — the family 
alarmed — varjous night-figures — Betty brought in trembling, 
who discov'ers the whole affair — then Lovewell — & at length 
Fanny, who being pardoned, Sir John’s match breaks ofl) & 
the piece concludes by Sterling & Ogleby both joining in good 
■humour about Fanny & Lovewell.” 
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Such are the documents ; — a few words more, and 1 con* 
elude. 

In respect to the report, of Garrick having written the entire 
character of Lord Ogleby, my father once told me, ^that, it was 
not true ; that, as an instance to the contrary, he (my father) 
wrote the whole of Ogleby’s first scene. He, also, informed me, 
that one of Garrick’s greatest merits, in this work, (and it is a 
very great one,) was planning the incidents in the last act ; — 
the alarm of the families, through the means of Mrs. Heidelberg 
and Miss Sterling, and bringing forward the various characters 
from their beds, to produce' an explanation, and the catastrophe. 
I regret that, when my father imparted this, I did not make 
further inquiry ; but I was, then ** a moonish youth,” and 
troubled my head little or nothing about the matter. — He 
always talked, however, of the Play as a joint production. 

Dramatick Connoisseurs may discover the styles of authors ; 
and there are few such connoisseurs who will not, 1 think, be of 
my opinion, that, far the greater part of the dialogue, in this 
Comedy, came from my father’s pen, rather than that of Garrick. 


T Y 
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I, certainly, agree with Mre. Inchbald in her criticism on the 
limited powers of Garrick as a writer. 

But, after all, the Authors stand accused of plagiary ! — of 
stealing from an unprinted Farce, intitled ‘ False Concord^ 
written by the Rev. James Tpwnley. formerly Master of Mer- 
chant Tailors’ School. 

“ It is worthy of remark, that in this Farce were three cha- 
racters (Ijord Lavender, Mr. Sudley an enriched Soap-boiler, 
and a pert valet,) which were afterwards transplanted, with the 
dialogue of Home scenes, nearly verbatim, into the Clandestine 
Marriage (brought out two years afterwards), under the names 
of Ijord Ogleby, Mr. Sterling, and Brush. These facts were 
first made public by Mr. Roberdeaif, in his Fugitive Verse and 
Prose*, published in 1801; Mr. R. having married a daughter 
of the late Mr. Townley.” 

Biograph. Dbamat. 


* I have inquired for Mr. Roberdeau’s book, but cannot procure it. 
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On this question, I have little more to observe that 

there are several instances of detracting, in this way, from the 
mefits of very successfuhauthors ; — 

‘ Garth did not write his owp Dispensary.’ 

Townley’s Farce, it seems, ^as oi% acted one night, (for Wood- 
ward’s Benefit,) an^. hc' did not print* it. It wQuld be strange 
if (^arrick robbed, (or were accessary to his'' colleague’ci robbing,) 
his friend Townley : in the two Pieces, there may be some co- 
incidence, without theft; but the ground-work of the Clandestine 
<1 

Man'iaffe was professedly suggested, by Hogarth’s prints ; — at 
the worst, there is no great literary crime in catching hints (if 
any leerc caught) from an apparently still-bom .farce, . and im- 
proving upon them in a play of lasting vitality. 

George Colman, the Younger, 


FINIS. 


IMnted by A. and 11. Spottiswoode, 
Printers- Street, London. 







